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uauirv. thr I ampltcllt of 
Iand Birch Vsllry 
Lumber iknnpany, as well 
as Partite-I'urnn Lumber 
Company of Webster 
County The WV Midland 
Railroad out of Webster 
Spring* with George 
Jackson as depot agent. 
Warrick Gum as engineer 
and Porter Cochran as 
conductor on the daily 
passenger train out of 
Webster Springs meeting 
the passenger train out of 


Vuu— ut.-, ""cknWfllk l 


of blowing the whistle for grind, the wheels grab rbe Virpnu 
railroad cr«>»lnw,. cows on trucks, and it was to birch, oak, beech snd 

the railroad tracks, as they Clarksburg, Richwood. number of oaks covered 
passed their girlfriend’s Holly Junction or Webster Cheat Mountain A 
house, and a super whistle Springs. Seventy-five years standard gauge railroad ro 
as they passed grandma's or ago, this sort of scene was Leatherback Creek, and 
grandpo's house. commonplace, steam over Cheat Mountain to 

The steam locomotive, engines were everywhere. Shavers Fork, complete 
the high wheel, high speed passenger trains, log trains, with the present two 
steam passenger engines coal trains, branch lines, on switchbacks to achieve 
always spun their wheels schedule, carrying Kansas 1,600 feet elevation gam. a 

when pulling out of the wheat, coal, lumber and rail connection between 

station in Cowen, Rich- excursions to ball games. Dr. Coffer’s town of old 

wood, and Camden, as world fairs, inaugurations spruce and new spruce, and 


Richwood on its way to Bloomer Green said all 
Clarksburg; the people aboard and the black 
gathered at the depots at smoke billows 100 feet 
Holly Junction, Cowen, into the air, it puffs and 

The West Virginia 
Midland Railroad 

May 6, 1965 pulls out of the yard at 

For those who love Palmer (now Sutton Dam) 
trains such as the old Shay headed for Webster 
and Climax and those who Springs, WV. 
knew the West Virginia Continued On Page 3 


of presidents, governors, Cass, 
state and other events. So, Spruce, die coldest and 
Cass Scenic Railroad still the highest town (3,853 
carries sounds, scents and feet) in the eastern U.S. in 
sights of steam powered 1909, 36 million board feet 
transportation which has of lumber went through the 
yielded to airports and big band sawmill of Spruce 
super highways. Cass and 40 railroad cars of 
revives memories of steam peeled pulp wood, left Cass 
railroad transportation. for the paper mill in 
The history of the Cass Covington, Virginia and 
Railroad is tightly the paper mills of the 
entwined, with local paper eastern U.S. 
and lumber industries. A As the timber supply 
century ago, massive stands Continued On Page 3 


Midland in its heyday of 
busy passenger and freight 
traffic, it’s still easy to walk 
along the old right of way 
up and down Holly River 
on a misty night and 
imagine hearing an engine 
whistle or a signal echoing 
down from the years that 
are long gone. As the years 
go on, fact and* fiction 
blend into one indispen- 
sible mass of pleasant 
memories of chugging 
engines, neatly kept 
passenger cars, the familiar 
"all * aboard” by Porter 
Cochran as the tram finally 


86 Miles From Flatwoods 


To Cass Scenic Railroad 


by Sheriff Given 
Going north, going 
south on Interstate 79 to 
get to Cass, you get off the 
interstate, exit 67, take 4 
and 19 north mile to Bill 
Squires Mountain Lanes 
Convention Hall, and 
Lloyd’s Restaurant and 
Motel. When leaving 
Interstate 79, you turn 


south on 4 and 19, 
McDonalds and Dairy 
Queen, and the screaming 
eagles and Braxton County 
High School, pass Laurel 
Court Motel. Marlowe’s 
Restaurant, to the Go-Mart 
and country convenience 
store. Buy, or they will give 
vou a Sheriff Given Cass 
Scenic Railroad Special 


Newspaper Take State 
Route #15, mile to 
Cogar’s Restaurant, where 
you can get something to 
eat at a reasonable price. If 
you have ever been 
connected with the logging 
or timbering industry, you 
should feel at home You 
may think they are talking 
Continued On Page 14 

















The Cass (West Virginia) Scenic Railroad 


« NJv»* ri*lnr, a 
4. church, »nJ 


•K« the urangrr* might be 
at the company boar Jinn 



hrrman, cunductor, and 
four braltcmen one for 
every three car* It has heen 
said that No. 12 could have 
handled more cars but 13 
was the limit through the 
switchbacks, two of which 
are in operation today on 
the Cass Scenic Railroad. 
Three of those engines arc 
still in operation today- 
Nos. 1.4. 5, and recently 
purchased No. 7 from 
Meadow River Lumber 
Company at Rainelle. 

Although the Cass 
Scenic Railroad is only 
four miles long, the steel 
remains intact to Bald 
Knob and Spruce. The last 
engine to Bald Knob was in 
1961 and a motor car 
makes it yet today. The 
West Virginia Department 
of Natural Resources 


MO. and iormed a city 
iad his the government, a busy town 
— with 60 houses, city water, 
although owned and 
operated by West Virginia 
Pulp and Piper Company. 

Wages were seventeen 
cents for an eleven-hour 
day and fifty cents a day for 
board and room. There was 
no checkoff from your 
wages such as social 
security, income tax, and in 
fact, the men who worked 

at the camps usually didn't _ 

draw their pay only every the process of rebuilding 
" ’ F om , do * n w* months. Company the track to Spruce and 

•e • oi*<hx>r splendor houses in Casa were renting Bald Knob, along with a 

r» far* irr up j portable tor $10 per month with no lodge and possibly wall to 
I to »4» out the charge for water or electric, wall carpets and modern 
rvaan lumber for dvr all was considered a pan of lodge facilities far flung 
**** rent During peak from graybacks, bedbugs, 
nuU atk. days production, it g>ok twelve long tables, 5:00 a.m., 

•Oes snJ»double lo- Shay engines to log the breakfasts, waiting for 
* * Tt ™ mll J. the run from Spruce daylight in the winter 

t. was approximately before going to work 

9 ,,, r-virr ' I 12 miles on 11-pcr cent harvesting the tall virgin 

-i *" d (trade, run daily by Shay spruce. 

. k» No 12. 190-ton. conaidcr- Why not restore the 

». * j' h, «*V original logging camp to 

^opacity 13 tw camps and aiil item 


Wdcom* to 


Camp No. 5 or No. 29; 
build them Jenny Lynn 
type, stripped with 
creosote (coal tar process) 
to preserve the wood and 
dilute the bedbugs and 
graybacks, use roll roofing 
with a 6 or 12 roof slope, 
steel wall pipe for a 
chimney, a couple of pot 
barrel stoves, a coal fired 
cook stove about 12 feet 
long, iron skillets, big thick 
cups for coffee that holds a 
half pint, thick plates, a 30- 
foot-long table with gallon 
buckets of molasses, 
honey, jellies, real 
buckwheat from Preston 
County, about three kinds 
of meat and biscuits. 
Benches for chairs, a 
regular eating time or you 
wait for the next meal, 
build the bunks against the 
wall, one over top of the 
other and make everything 
original as far as possible. 
Have a barn with two pairs 
of horses about 2,000 
pounds each. Proper 
harness hoods over hames 
(Webster shows no such 
word, but that is what 
everybody calls them), 

K 's, grab maul on lett 
e, good long check 
lines, J-grabs, log hicks 
with real caulked shoes, 
stagged pants, John Ritchie 
green and black or red and 
black checkered shirts, 

suspenders. • Inn dump 


with real logs about one- 
half mile from camp close 
to the railroad. You must 
have a siding with the 
original log cars—some 
loaded—some half loaded, 
to make it look real as the 
train pulls up to Camp No. 

5 or 29. Have the wood 
hicks and horses in the real 
act, it might be well to have 
the hicks stay around at 
night to tell tall tales about 
logging train wrecks, how 
to file a saw, champion 
hicks, and lobby log 
stories. You could let the 


still in use today 

The only virgin timber 
remaining from this tract is 
130 acres known aa the 
Hamilton Wedge. i n 
dispute for years, finally 
scaled, and is now a part of 
the National Forest located 
just off State Route 250 
near Gavineer fire tower 
and is held in reserve for 
people to view nature at its 

Cass, like Tioga, Diana. 
Bet goo, Holly Junction. 

Jerryville, Three Forks, and 

Cherry River, yielded t 


kids ride die log horses if automation or lack of 
they weren’t too tired from timber. The West Virginia 
putting on a 15-minute Legislature, under the 
audition each day. guidance of W.W. Barron, 

The year 1940 saw West and now Governor Smith. 
Virginia Pulp and Paper sell is trying to give the Town 
the assets of Cass to Mower of Cass new life with an old 


Lumber Company, but 
only a part of the quarter of 
a million acres in the 
original tract. In fact, 65 
thousand acres on the 
upper end of Cheat River 
(river on top of a 
mountain), the remainder 
of the quarter million acres 
was acquired by the 


time scenic railroad. Last 
year 33,000 people plus 
the politicians, took the 
four-mile trip through the 
switchbacks,getting hot 
cinders in their hair. The 
rush, the Shay engines, new 
faces have given hope to a 
dying town. The Cass 
Scenic Railroad fully 


government and is now developed to the original 
part of the National Forest. st yl e of logging such as 
West Virginia Pulp and existed at Camp No. 5 or 
Paper also sold to the 29, could be the biggest 
Western Maryland Rail- tourist attraction West 
road, 93 miles of track Virginiahaseverknown.lt 
intact from Spruce to Slate must be original and 
Fork down Elk to Bcrgou something 

A |WI of ifili. f,.llr.»,l .» mrrr-.-r „„ 


Pocahontas County and 
it’s Many Attractions... 
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Cass was incorporated in T 
1910, and formed a city still 
i>>\erronent, a busy town Nos 


although owned and Meadow River Lumbc 
operated by West Virginia Company at Rainelle. 
Pulp and Paper Company. Although the Cas: 


■on a would have been cents for ai 
eEjosaihir sithout the day and ftfry 
help of Mr Back hurst and board and roi 

efcrfoud people of Cass. no checkoff 
The year 1902 West wages such 
Vtrpmj Pulp and Riper security, incoi 
hm»hr cn tfarter of a fact, the men 


ges were seventeen Scenic Railroad is only 
is for an eleven-hour four miles long, the steel 
and fifty cents aday for remains intact to Bald 
•d and room. There was Knob and Spruce. The last 
checkoff from your engine to Bald Knob was in 
?s such as social 1961 and a motor car 
■iry, income tax, and in makes it yet today. The 
the men who worked West Virginia Department 
■ camps usually didn’t of Natural Resources is in 


araiwr and hqffm immedi- draw their pay only every the process of rebuilding 
am. ro mow down six months. Company the track to Spruce and 
aarvev i ottaoor splendor houses in Cass were renting Bald Knob, along with a 
Tnr> tim «rr up a portable for $10 per month with no lodge and possibly wall to 
ro .a» out the charge for water or electric, wall carpets and modern 
lumber for me ill waa considered a part of lodge facilities far flung 
" 'V a do uble the rent. During peak from graybacks, bedbugs, 
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» the wo rld, capacity 11 


• of those engines are 
city still in operation today— 
>wn Nos. 1,4, 5, and recently 
ter, purchased No. 7 from 
nd Meadow River Lumber 


cook stove about 12 feet 
long, iron skillets, big thick 
cups for coffee that holds a 
half pint, thick plates, a 30- 
foot-long table with gallon 
buckets of molasses, 
honey, jellies, real 
buckwheat from Preston 
County, about three kinds 
of meat and biscuits. 
Benches for chairs, a 
regular eating rime or you 
wait for the next meal, 
build the bunks against the 
wall, one over top of the 
other and make everything 
original as far as possible. 
Have a barn with two pairs 
of horses about 2,000 
pounds each. Proper 
harness hoods over hames 
(Webster shows no such 
word, but that is what 
everybody calls them), 
grabs, grab maul on lett 
name, good long check 
lines, J-grabs, log hicks 
with real caulkecf shoes, 
stagged pants, John Ritchie 
green and black or red and 
black checkered shi 


the hicks stay around at 
night to tell tall tales about 
logging train wrecks, how 


Cass, like Tioga, Diana, 


to file a saw, champion Bergoo, Holly Junction, 
hicks, and lobby log Jerryville, Three Forks,and 
stories. You could let the Cherry River, yielded to 


kids ride the log horses if 
they weren't too tired from 
putting on a 15-minute 
audition each day. 

The year 1940 aw West 
Virginia Pulp and Paper sell 


j horses if automation or lack of 
tired from timber. The West Virginia 
15-minute Legislature, under the 
ly. guidance of W.W. Barton, 

) aw West and now Governor Smith, 
d Paper sell is trying to give the Town 


the assets of Cass to Mower of Cass n 


Lumber Company, but 
only a part of the quarter of 
a million acres in the 


but time scenic railroad. Last 
rof year 33,000 people plus 
the the politicians, took the 


original tract. In fact, 65 four-mile trip through the 
thousand acres on the switchbacks,getting hot 

upper end of Cheat River cinders in their hair. The 
(river on top of a rush, the Shay engines, new 
mountain), the remainder faces have given hope to a 
of thc quarter million acres dying town. The Cass 
was acquired by the Scenic Railroad fully 
government and is now developed to the original 
part of the National Forest. style of logging such as 
West Virginia Pulp and existed at Camp No. 5 ot 
Paper also sold to the 29, could be thc biggest 
Western Maryland Rail- tourist attraction West 
road, 93 miles of track Virginia has ever known. U 
intact from Spruce to Slate must be original and 
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Cass Scenic Railroad Memory 


equipped with drive vhafti A tnp >m t> 

and reducing iparv instead Railroad, a 
of aide rod* Every wheel museum, thi 
on the engine and tender » the railroad 
a dnve wheel. gmtv the cinders, the 
Shay tremendous traction on top of G 

_,_ The Shays climb an 11% the sweater 

s well as the grade. 11 feet for each ICC will be a v 
-Maryland rail- feet—a grade of 2% :s die future. 

Cass Scenic Rai 
Dinner Train 5 

Cass Scenic Railroad has outings 
announced the schedule and Si: 
for its 1989 series of reservai 
popular dinner train rides ~ 
to Whittaker Station. . , 
These special runs will be ?* “5* 
made on Saturday evenings « 
r at 6 p.m. beginning June \ 
10. and will be offered June . ® 

' 17. July 1. 15 and 29 

August 5 and 19, and . . 

September 2. sur| 

After an exhilarating ride ., 
to Whittaker Station, 
walks and company passengers will be treated ^ 
houses. Cass is a real to an old-fashioned West ^ 
tourist attraction with Virginia barbeque with live va< . 
houses to rent. It is no entertainment from ev{ 
longer merely a fast various performers. ^ 
railroad ride. It is a Entertainers will offer a 
complete stopover. A variety of programs 
wildlife museum, nine including old-time rail- 
modernized company roading songs, folk, tc 
houses for rent furnished country and traditional 
with everything but food, music. Prices for these 
and can accommodate 
eight people. 

The Cass Showcase, a 
10x40 scale model of the 
town (.complete with scale 
trains^ as il appeared Vn its 


iiurvhuM from Midwest 
Junk Yard. ThcWl Mower 
Lumber Company railroad 
engine was later painted, 
stripped and relcttered and 

traded to the Western- ___,__ 

Maryland Railroad Mu- road from Elkins to 
scum in Baltimore for the Parsons, Thomas and 
biggest Shay in the world; Davis. The politicians of 
the #6 190 ton Western- WV never did have any 
Maryland Shay used to long range planning. AU the 
haul logs from the railroads in WV are 
headwaters of Elk and potential scenic railroad 
Bergoo Creek to Old attractions. The railroad in 
Spruce and pulpwood that my town of Webster 
went to Spruce transferred Springs to Bergoo and Slaty 
to Mower Lumber Com- Fork would be an excellent 
pany Railroad down Cheat scenic railroad for WV, 
Mountain, through both and a business boom or re¬ 
switchbacks and transfer- birth of business for 
red to the mainline railroad Webster County, 
from Durbin to Ronce- The West Virginia 
verte, and re-routed to Department of Natural 
Covington, VA, which was Resources has purchased 
used in the pulp and paper the town of Cass and are 
mills in Covington. The rebuilding wooden side- 


WViittaker Station 
P>aVd Knob . 













nory 

vrr n ('«* *nd IXirbin. 
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V !r< the rsilnvKl from 
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xxa d* in WV are 
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to«m oi Webster 
to frrrjcxx' and Sfary 
•\xtid he an excellent 
c raalraad for WV. 
Sihmk huom or nr- 
oi business for 
met CouflO 
e West Virginia 
rtsaent of Natural 
m%*% h» purchased 
ymn of Casa and are 

■ «x-^ wooden side- 

♦ sad company 

• Cau n a real 


raised <ao 

lot mm fear* 


about 1 1 , njph. arc 
equipped with drive shafts 
and reducing gears, instead 
,,l side rtxls. Every wheel 
on the engine and tender is 
a drive wheel, giving the 
Shay tremendous traction. 
The Shays climb an 11% 
grade, 11 feet for each 100 
feet—a grade of 2% is 


standard for rod engines. 

A trip on the Cass Scenic 
Railroad, a visit to the 
museum, the memory of 
the railroad buff, the hot 
cinders, the shrill whistle 
on top of Cheat Mountain, 
the sweater you forgot—it 
will be a great memory for 
the future. 


Cass Scenic Railroad 
Dinner Train Set 


Cass Scenic Railroad has 
announced the schedule 
for its 1989 series of 
popular dinner train rides 
to Whittaker Station. 
These special runs will be 
made on Saturday evenings 
at 6 p.m. beginning June 
10. and will be offered June 

17 July 1, 15 and 29, 
August 5 and 19, and 
September 2. 

After an exhilarating rtde 
to Whittaker Station, 
passengers will be treated 
to an old-fashioned West 
Virginia barbeque with live 

entertainment from 
various performers. 
Entertainers will offer a 
variety of programs 
including old-time rail¬ 
roading songs, folk, 
coimtry and traditional 
- pnrr* for thrse 


outings are $22 for adults 
and $15 for children, and 
reservations are required. 

Cass, West Virginia, site 
of the scenic railroad, was a 
lumber boon? town of the 
early 1900s, and the 
original Shay steam 
locomotives, which now 
haul passengers, once 
hauled lumber from the 
surrounding mountain 
ridges. Lodging is now 
available from any of the 
12 restored "company 
houses” in the town. These 
vacation cabins offer 
everything needed for 
housekeeping except for 
food and personal items. 

To make reservations or 
for additional Information, 
call toll free 1-800- 
CALL-WVA. 
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Midland Railroad 


Midknd Railroad went 
into operation for 
pn»cnecT »CTviec in 1908; 
the first Depot Agent in 
Wrhrtrr Springs was our 
present Circuit Clerk, Mr 
G, jackson who was agent 
tforn October 8. 1908, 
until 1915 when he was 
appeanted postmaster at 
Webster Springs, WV. 
The West Virginia 
Midland was owned and 
operated by John I. 
McGraw who also owned 
aifcj operated the Webster 
Springs Hotel, a three- 
story all wood, 265 
bedroom hotel with one of 
the first elevators in West 
Virginia with excellent 
dining service and porters 
and buspes (horse drawn 
buggies) coming and going 
idee a w orking bee hivc- 


bujKv left our town of 
Addison at 7:20 a.m. for 
the 31-mile journey and 
connected with the B&O 
steamer out of Richwood 
at Holly Junction at 9:30 
a.m. The passenger train 
consisted ofa narrow gauge 
(36 in.) Shay or Climax 
Engine with three passen¬ 
ger cars that would seat 35 
people to the car and for 
years they stood in the 
aisles. From the start the 
train nosed its way around 
curves up and down hills 
over the trestles, the 
Clifton trestle was 87 feet 
high, built out of chestnut 
poles in a 45 degree angle 
and as you crossed the 
trestle you could look 
down and see the fire in 
Mike Hiner’s chimney. If 
the train was overloaded on 
the return trip in the 
evening they would stick 
on the trestle and the 


big ballroom with all the up passengers had to get off 
to date dance bands and walk across, so my 


rnghdy. The days were 
•pent taking hot salt 
sulphur baths and traveling 
over our then famous 
boardwalks known as 
lovwr's lane. 

The famed steam chug 


good friend Mr. Ernie 
Bogson tells me, and astory 
that has to be true because 
it was the day before Jack 
Dempsey became world 
champion by knocking out 
"Jess" Willard in the 


fourth round of their 
championship fight at 
Toledo, Ohio, July 4, 
1919, and all this 
information was furnished 
to Mr. Gibson, the Sutton 
baseball team and band at 
Holly Junction by radio on 
Jul 5, 1919 on their return 
to Sutton. 

Mr. Jackson, the Depot 
Agent who got $100 per 
month for his services said 
Warrick Guram could 
blow a mean whistle when 
he had customers lined up 
buying tickets of any man 
he ever seen. For that 62- 
mile round trip, Mr. 
Gumm got the full amount 
of $2.25. 

Yes, the West Virginia 
Midland Railroad and the 
Webster Springs Hotel, 
promoted by Senator 
Johnson N. Camden and 
Col. John I. McGraw, who 
believed in advertising and 
placed pictures of the 
famous hotel and railroad 
scenes in all subways in 
New York City; a self 
promoer with imagination 
who promoted his dreams 
into reality and carved a 
railroad through moun¬ 
tains and scenic beauty 
which showed a panorama 
of rural life at its best, as 
cattle, sheep and horses 
could be seen grazing in the 
fields and according to the 


S'J T ^ ke r Sfarion .Adult $700; Child $3 50 

Bald Knob ..Adult S 10.00; Child $4 50 

No group rates on weekends 

SPECIAL SATURDAY 
NIGHT TRAIN RIDES 

Includes. 

West Virginia Barbecue 
Live Entertainment 
Train Ride 

June 10 and 17 
luly l, 15 and 29 
August 5 and 19 
September 2 


season, farmers could be 
seen plowing, planting or 
harvesting from spring 
until the first snowfall. 

On June 20, 1925, with 
many guests there with the 
famed hotel open for 
summer, a fire originated in 
the south wing, quickly 
reduced the famed hotel to 
ashes. The roaring, 
crackling flames leaped 
high into the heavens, 
lighting up Webster 
Springs to a brightness 

equal to that of noonday Adult.$22.00 

sun. Huge sparks and ashes Child.$15.00 

floated a distance of a mile 

and a half. The light SPECIAL TRAINS 

;w“ n , dfh^u' n ;nlis sENioR jj(;'s^ffir™A™ ^™ $|10 ° 

looked ™l,d and awe- ' , .“„ A tt97 EE {iT? AIN ‘ °‘ , ° b " 28 

some, and the fanfare of a Adults $1 °- Ch,ldren 55 00 

big city hotel among the - 

hills disappeared and the 
tourist trade and strangers 
disappeared from our 
town. The little chug buggy 
continued with passenger 
service until 1928. In 1929 
the railroad was sold, John 
A. Ford getting the section 
from Diana to Holly 
Junction for logging 
purposes and the remain¬ 
der going to Pardee Curtin 
Lumber Company. The 
railroad served as a legend 
in its heyday and would be 
worth a fortune intact 
today as the scenic 
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ti > ()!d Cherry River Boom And Lumber Company 

a i ..only -«'> Mr Rod Engine. «WU«lto “'"u ""^,11 v Md. gTric d^Lu^cT^ W t^ C ««m the dnvrr’s vat «A 
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A-wrAi rulrcaJ engineer 
Jr*tlv loved the old 
Ju,, anti rod* and at one 
nmc or ameher during hi* 
ik*tw tarter a» an engineer 
haJ command o» the 
throttle ot about every 
engine on the Cherry River 
Line from 1906 to 
retirement in 1954. 

When Mr. Cumin 
starred working lor Cherry 
„ River Lumber Company, 
„r oTerhe.d June I. 1906. on the South 
•trr Top* in Fork of Cherry under the 
men pulled guiding hand of Captain 
-■ tr, 10 horn Charley Armstrong, the 
"rheir muwie* miroad consisted of 150 
■rriT beds aifh miles of track with Shay 
up tai 1 1 > ktrp engines No 1,2, 4. 6, 7, 8. 
from thriving 10. 11. and 12 (cosr about 
rprfu» Wood. 54,000 each), and all used 

umitriif to gather and haul logs 
re* whether loaded with Barnhart 
< to work ar Steam Loaders, considered 
5J Ves, tops ar thar time. They had 
mrheae are in use ar that time 
radii Mv approximately 200 rattler 
rhu storv log cars, 100 pulp and 
rwr. a local ran hark rack cars—they 
traveled over South Fork 
of Cherry, North Bend, 
Little Laurel, up Hills 
Creek to Kcnison Moun¬ 
tain, to Cranherry Bottoms 
and Dog way Dogway at 
one time had a church, 
*chool, big store and 75 
houses. We must mention 
Rod Engine No. 3, 5, 19 
M>d 13 which were much 
The 


Rod Engines were used 
shift the yard and make the 
daily run from Richwood 
to Gauley Mills to supply a 
double band mill with 75- 
M Kurd feet dnily. All the 

engines mentioned above 
were standard gauge—the 
railroad grading was done 
by hand with picks and 
shovels and crews of 25 
and .30 men who ca rved out 
a mile of railroad grade 
with good luck in five 
working weeks. 

The different forks of 
Cherry, Cranberry and 
Dog way covered with 
virgin timber was really on 
the move from 1906 to 
1914 and at one time had 
seven camps with at least 
100 men each with plenty 
of work, excellent food and 
plenty of bedbugs. The 
shrill whistle of the steam 
engine, the chugging of the 
Barnhart loader, the visit of 
the supply train which 
visited each camp once a 
week with supplies, feed 
and hay for the horses as 
well as clothing, tobacco 
and food for the men. 
Wood hicks have been 
known to stay in one camp 
as long as six months 
before going to town. 
Many, after working six 
months have gone to town 
and blown six months 
wages in one weekend. 

Tales of teams of horses 
thrown in log dumps still 


survive and a few I 
wreck* arc still vivid. Elzic 
Bailey wrecked the No. 2 
shay. 65 ton engine on 
Little Laurel and was going 
up a steep grade with one 
load of steel and the engine 
flew up with wheels 
springing forward.went 
Kick down the hill, rolled 
over in a curve and killed 
him. Another wreck on 
BaTnashee Run on 
Cranberry No. 7, 70 ton 
shay with six loads, six 
empties, a Barnhart Loader 
on eight percent grade, run 
X mile, wrecked and killed 
Frachier Adams, engineer 
Joe Taylor, conductor, 
Russell Berry, brakeman. 

One would have to 
remember the Company 
Doctor, Jim McClung, who 
rode engines, motor cars, 
horseback, and helped and 
aided the sick, as the quest 
for virgin timber made 
Richwood the hardwood 
capital of the nation. 

During the 20’s Rich¬ 
wood was really on the 
move with the largest 
tannery in the world, and a 
clothes pin factory 
consuming 24-M feet of 
logs daily and the virgin 
timber of all forks of 
Cherry gone and the old 
Shays and Rods on the 
move to a new field and a 
new territory of Williams 
and Gauley Rivers. During 
± -* r- new names 


and new ways 
developed and the steam 
shovel, the great earth 
mover, was making great 
strides and the days of 
making railroad grades by 
hand would soon disap¬ 
pear. New names—Jim 
Sarrani, Lew Lombard and 
Dick Palmer—had appear¬ 
ed on the scene as railroad 
gradir*} contractors. The 
first Thew steam shovel 
had rails but no pads; they 
had four mats to move on 
made out of 6x6 wood— 
the two surplus mats were 
moved as the shovel 
advanced. The shovel had 
its own water pump and 
pumped water to make 
steam from a nearby river 
or creek and on occasions, 
water was hauled in a tank 
on a sled pulled by horses. 
The coal (usually about 
four tons daily) was 
wagoned from the closest 
available supply. 

The .y*ar 1921 saw 
Cherry River Boom &. 
Lumber Company reach 
Three Forks of Williams 
River and the hub of town 
and the railroad shops were 
built and the work of 
Sarrani, Lombard and 
Palmber had seen progress 
move on. Appearing on the 
scene were new names— 
Billy Hawks, trainmaster; 
Joe Greer, assistant; Webb 
Hoilifield, woods superin 

tendenr; 


y O'Bfifn *nd 


—-f &»dgen , n 

the driver s icat and agrew 
trader. I remember buying 
stacks of lumber from 
him—so much for thu one 
and so much for than one 
(no scale). Charley 
Hanrahan (scaler) used to 
ask me, "Did you cheat 
him today’" 

Cherry River, during the 
20’s and 30’s had two 
trains a day, six days a week 
to Richwood. They had 
acquired new Rod Engines 
Nos. 15, 18, and 26 which 
were used to make the runs 
from Three Forks to 
Richwood. Their usual run 
consisted of about 50 cars 
of logs. They always 
dropped off about 10 or 12 
cars at Gauley Mills, 
although George Gumra, 
on one occasion pulled 63 
from Three Forks t > 
Gauley Mills. During tl 
30's Three Forks had 
grown to quite a town, a 
three-room school, 
church, big store and about 
75 houses, boardinghouse, 
a dentist, Dr. George Dyer 
(now at Beckley), a daily 
railroad bus that carried 
the mail and passengers 
The virgin forest ot 
Williams’ lasted approxi¬ 
mately 16 years and the 
year 1963 saw Three Forks 
become a ghost town. The 
quest for hardwood was 
moved tothchi 
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The Pardee And Curtin Lumber Company Railroad 

,, . _nneratinn from 1888 to connection with the West Hine*. all still living.) I 

•rr: ** G . k ■« n J ' V It ’R,vcf tt, ?o 1WcUtcr County a, an early approximately 1900 Vimnia-Pittsbur^ Rail- opec. to do a complete 


in Lumber concern 

properly dn the vlrgii 

< trll oi thr the lino 

( operation* pud the 


Ctllfean. who floated lens* began operations i 
Jown l it River to the Webster County at an earl 
c harleston Mills. This dale. The Pardee Curb 
concern had the pick from Company cut thousands i 
the virgin forest*, cut only acre* on Back Fork, Gras! 


Creek. Holly and Laurel. 
This timber was floated 
down Elk to Sutton during 


as In operation from 1888 to 
in early approximately 1900. 

Curtin It is not clear which of 
ands of the major companies was 
Grassy the first to establish a mill 
Laurel. in Webster County, 
floated however, the one at Gauley 


ipanies was operation was taken over operation 
iblish a mill by the Cheny River Boom No. 33 ai 
County, and Lumber Company. Charley ! 
neat Gauley The mill was operated by cut- Th 


In Webster L-ounty, i.- T 

t K,. one at Gaulev The mill was operated by cut The engine with 

Min, Wjl built 65 y«at» ago STS iTSLifSi tt3?“SJSSS. 


vr -.o.‘ ir hv Nniih and urncrai uunm L ’ - ” ' 

Cherry River Boom And Lumber Company 

nmber was cone. the and Barnhart loaders were Erie, * yards shov 


cmtinued ^«e - w ^ hfld ^ 

k.vk »tcvk R and made at that time. Jerryv.ll. 
tl to ferrrvdle Obulev bad a four-r.xim school 


*had been either sold o 

.Jerry ville scrap pile. 


aders were Erie, W yards shovel or 
dded to the ditcher built on a log car It 
upset and scalded him to 
,o*o death.One could go on and 
n > ,n one about Ray Maust, the 


The mill, at its peak, cut Leek Clevenger, fireman, 
125,000 feet per day. Logs Stuck Hall, conductor, and 
were hauled from Williams Dick Siiemore. brakeman, 
and Gauley Rivers, over its hit a cow and the engine 
own private railroad, with and five loads of logs 
terminals at Three Forks landed in Holly River Yes. 
and Jerry ville. WV. there is a lot to the Diana 

Another mill of import- story, but it’s tough to 
ance was built at Atcola55 thread the needle and 


turrri to Jerrrvillc Gauley bad a four-room school. George Gumra, in 1948, one a b OU t Ray Maust, the Tcnr&'ago which cut more 
Mlfe had laded awai with church, railroad yard. 100 mOW;d the big Shay, 100 blowing of a bridge at Slaty 150 million feet of 

thr fVaxi 1 ST 1952—their houses, store, board mg tons No . 17 from ForU , lhc strike at 3^ during lts opera . 


assemble. 

Skylcs. neat the Braxton- 


od 0 * 1932—thetr nouscs, sic.*, - 
■ a* ipncandthebig bouse and a new 
mguic had broken town in Straight 


Y° r " *3S tons? P17 'from ^The sTri^ Jt du“ o^m- nSSEcWv U*. 

and a nevv rruni & Richwood to Tusculusa, J crr y V ille, and the Gauley ^his mill w.is owntrd the site oi a\argem\\i % 

m Straight ^reek. Alabama, where it was sold R iver dynamiting of No. V ODerale d by the capacity of ^O.COC 

Levin Mining Company. 432 i n October 1954. Talk H oward 


Although the great Badgett 
was gone, his shoes were 
ably filled by Carl 


7*tLt disappear- Umbargcr. A ne 
had appeared 


irar 1943, during scene—Ray Maust, and ||| __ _I 

U'crid War II saw Charley the present time he is one '”3 t o make" sure" old yc >u are really interested, Ga U l e y River and was Mill. 

Bwdgrn CO the way we shall of the biggest operators of 1? W as in good here are five men still living hauled from Bolair over a Wainvill 

go jt the endot our allotted coal in the United Slates of ki order . who started with the old narrow gauge railroad. (See lhe Web 

nme The B6cO Railroad America. He is a stripper. ^ N os. 3 and 26 Cherry River Line in 1906. Charley Sandy, Bolair. tor Catapsn 'i 
_. in gutter and a man who really _. ____ _ T - « a le. 1 om sure anyone of the information pertaining to . 


er <: Mr. Gumm was with the 

ar ' big engine 22 days on the 
the railroad to see that it was 
ar properly greased and 
one stayed two weeks after 


about many wrecks such 
rod engine No. 18 out 


1 k Howard Lumber C 
pany. At its peak 
of employed 150 to 200 


;harley the present time he is one r 
re shell of the biggest operators of 


rod engine No. 18 out ot employed 150 to 200 men 
Straight Creek. In fact, a t ^ eir capacity was 

book could be compiled 35 0 OO feet per day. Their 
worthy of anyone's time. If t jmber stood principally on 
e really interested, Gauley River and v 


jnng us opctu- —--- — 

mill was owned the site of a large mill with a 
rated by the capacity of 50,000 feet 
Lumber Com- daily. A narrow gauge 
t its peak they railroad connected with the 

[ 150 to 200 men B&.O and old Pittsburgh 
ir capacity was Railroad at Erbao*».Ui* 

ret per day. Their was known as the Davis- 

ood principally on Eakm Lumber Company 

River and was Mill. 


made major changes in 
thetr railroad in order to 
nv w the coal from this 
wcticei The shops were 


; men still living hauled from Bolair over a Wainville was the site of 
d with the old narrow gauge railroad. (See \jy c bster Lumber 

er Line in 1906. Charley Sandy, Bolair, for Company Mill. To thread 

anyone of the information pertaining to th# n eedlc here is 


,-T ’ ‘ When Nos. Jana go cnerry tuver u.k «■ .ynaricy , —. Cotnpar 

gutter and a man whoreally d to the scrap or sale, I am sure anyone of the information pertaining to the n 

T^aldoSrf lSw Ly purchased a steam following, Earl Webster, railroad engines and * 

JT cT- Malley, No. 482 for Richwood, retired shop loaders.) hands 

„.,rrh«ed bv a haulage of coal from man; Ray Bryon, engineer, H B N ichols, White's Btooks 1 


Kr«££TndX «-P“ r K:; f Jerry vUle° and Straight ^wo^W^eV Stray 

■pur to Donaldson w as wddcaneir by tlie natneot gm^ 1 c on , somewhere m the west 

buit Trre old Cherry River Rudolph, who latex sold Cree man tQ yield „ Artenler Ramsey engineer 

imr from Donaldson to ^death on the old Cherry Richwood; /nd Georg 


the netaie " 

impossible. It changed 

hands frequently—from 


line from Donaldson to me mm to f urt h er death on the old Cherry 

Gauley .Mills by way of Compaavand was further deam cm ^ 

Gauley River was discon- transferred to the present River n ^ ^ 

rinuecJ Jerrywille, by 1950 owner. Georgta^f $ of Cherry, September 

“TiiifsCr— 4 . i^ 4 - ■■ - - -■- 


hau age of coal trom man; Ray Dryou, ■ u u Nichols, Whites diows ^ 

jerryville and Straight Richwood; Wtdt« and Henrv Cool operated frie sence 

Creek to Cowen. on. somewhere in the west. ^ ml ll and narrow gauge ( \3b en ~ by Henry 

The last man to yield to Artenier Ramsey.engmeer^ taiko ad at Diana, with a W his son 

death on the old Cherry Richwood; and Geo ? capacity of 25.000 feet pet Wag*y hither -nd 

SSS SLstEs a-:Si -gsygir 


ming comntun- Most ot rnc nuuou - was a steam information. _ 

rfrmo.ro/-rfir gone. The old Shay engines 4. _—---- ^ 
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Pardee And Curtin 
Lumber Railroad 


"»*' i K " gor J a*v The loader man 

«•’« ** $, # Jj|y conductor 

1 ** ‘ , j; V. tuyt hooker $2.25. 

* <CP " Nrr , . 1V k tor f'trmun $1.75. Each man 

** p»y«d from 45 cents to 50 

******* btitf cents a day tor board and 

1 \*>barer rvxxn However, the train 

. um her inf crews could stop and ear at 

■- l»b.,nv any log camp with no 

1 - -TX.- t Kc rardee charge All log camps had 
cZrtm ho:. r> making the finest of food, long 
MOO Th»» intormaoon tables with two or three 

_ lj Sjve hren impoas- kinds of meat, jellies, 

pi. ~f--~ the help and honey, molasses, or just 
cn.T*rux« of Uebster about anything you 
CoJm . ten toe arums wanted. Sleeping condi- 
TW reopie ire deeply tions were always poor. 
MBOMd » rotonng the Bedbugs and graybacks 
mdiom inJ legends of made rlic using of lamp oil 


~ zn » rf made rhe using of lamp oil 
ag Shiv engines, to spray your bed necessary 
I 'hfc and living for a good night’s sleep. 
um in the rugged The long winter evenings 
•V arl\ sawmill were spent spinning tall 
Linl rales of every description. 

1 73. Taylor County. Lee Gadd and others used 
Grafton. WY. the Pardee to make the rounds to the 
Citfvr. Company started a camps selling clothing, 

- — ill which watches, etc. Some have 
into one of the been known to peddle 
lumbering and "George" (a high powered 


unhurt Jim Smith, one of 
the finest In lb” ga»it>- 
railmad building, gathered 
the engines und (oodcrupin 
one day and shipped them 
Kick to the Curtin shop, 
where they were repaired 
and put back in operation. 

The No. 4 engine, run by 
Tlldcn Brown, fireman, 
Walt Good, conductor, 
Bob Mullins failed to take 
sand on the head of Anglers 
Creek and the engine and 
12 loads k-ft the track and 
upset. All men jumped 
from the train to safety. 

The No. 5 engine, run by 
Von Clark and fireman 
John Petit and No. 7. run 
by Lee Cole and Roy 
Sparks and Bob War but¬ 
ton and Joe Roberts, loader 
men, and Flem Wilson, 
conductor, had a run away 
in the hollow above 
Leivasy on Meadow Creek. 
Von Clark jumped from 
the No. 5 engine, hit a tree 
and killed himself. The 
others made ir to safety. 

The Curtin operation in 
Nicholas was big, employ¬ 
ment good, wages cheap, 
living conditions also 
cheap. Old General Curtin 


.ad;nt lumbering and "George" (a high powered 
■tatng companies in the snuffj that make the hicks' 
state ,; West Virginia The imagination wander to 
Carer assets moved from dreamland, known as they 
Taylor County to Sutton, U-Pine-Inn in Richwood, 
Bnr ,n County in 1886 the Greasy Front in 
wtth portable mills About Webster Springs, or Hell’s 


"mm 


The last part of 1929 and 
early 30's saw Flem Wilson 
and Ed Cochrad sent to 
Diana with the No. 1 
engine and Bill Skidmore, 


ihr.r to over the challenge and -o.l production TV,. 

rebuild the mill The mil popul.non W d,opj r , 
n .1 - Ulan sit well wwfmWcJ from a mu/ 1 «« *Ppfo*mu- 

urt under'theguideline*of Mr. rely LH00 to .tx„, 2V; 

n o Gorkin that ibey had a people Coatproduct**, „ 
‘J.Vmnl cut the first day and still alive with Ike Lew.-. , 
j J*** Unless than 120 days, both former for«ball c™ch 

sides were running. c °*' stripper. «rom 

1 7Q mil The mill ran from 1942 Pickens. How much 
Wrtmn tol945, mainly from production he ge-, ,, 

^ to timber on the Back Fork of unknown to this 

saJ. 1 Elk and Pointa Mountain, but 1 would estimate 

No. 1 tlK ana 1 «__ 1U , ^ 4 ln ap p rox imately 700 tons 


engineer to pull the steel erf to Harrison Lumber Bcrgoo No. 4, from 

the West Virginia Midland sold to Harr. Arkansas 1935 t „ 1959. was a rather 
to Webster Springs. A Mr. CotnP^Y sold good mine with a lifetime 

Coa shaw, who laid the Th and Junk production of 6.498.554 

^^TindSiK of cSton, WV.^e 

3^-d aToldV/^ houses, company sum 
tearT'as the hiswry of a Mine. It was indeed a ad schooi^hutch.and unx, 


day in the history of hall. The taxis out of 
narrow gauge railroads Webster Spring kept the 


,d. when Ross Roy ran old No. road hot bringing the 

The Pardee Curtin 12 , with the smokestack miners to town and back tv 

Lumber Company bought 3n d other parts gone, from spend their money 

the orginal passenger train R ed Oak down through The No. 5 mine wasvmly 
and coaches and it was used Bergoo, across the river tt 
for several years as a work the old mill site, where th 


Red Oak down through The No. 5 mine wasonly 
Bergoo, across the river to in operation from 1945 tv 
the old mill site, where the 1950. with a production erf 
parts were later sold to Ely 501,780 tons. 


Britton No. I from 194 
> 1943 never amounted 
whole lot, 10,178 ton; 
Britton No. 1, from 




accounts at the end of each 
year. He also paid hospital 
bills for many of his 
employees. How well he 
got along with Thornt 
Hennings, John Cochran, 
Lee Gadd, 1 "* - 1 - *- 


for several years as a wont t hc old mill site, where the witn a production „i 

train from Webster pafts were later sold to Ely 501,780 tons. 

Springs to Bergoo. Thomas Lumber Company Britton No. 1 from 194 

The mill at Bergoo was „f Fenwick, Nicholas to 1943 never amounted 

built by a millright, from County. a whole lot, 10,178 torn 

Louisiana, by the name of The No. 9 engine is all Britton No. I, tram 

Harry Mitchell. He was in that remains from a legend 1943 to 1959, produced 

Bergoo less than two years. of narrow gauge engines. It 3,664,585 tons, and wt 

The mill was in full j s snll in operation and great service to thc p 

operation by April 1929. being used as a tourist people. Thc waste or b 

"Mitchell,” who was attraction in thc state of coal rejected by thc wash 

considered one of the best Maryland. and dryer was used by 


TTie Curtin story could about all thc people 
• written in book form Webster County, at - 


ciugfit in Sr. AlbaniT 

Kanawha County, and 

sold The assets were used 
to help buy and install a 
band mill at Sutton. Curtin 
had tlinr firtt hand mill tn 
&ra*tn«i County about 
1800 

Thc year 1900 saw 
Curtin move to Nicholas 
County with three band 
mills, located at Hominy 
Falls. Coal Siding, and 
Curtin. This operation was 


MM!/ 


made daily 
runs^from Curtin to 
Brock's bridge and back, 
hustling the public, log 
hicks, and mail to and from 
the camps. Thc main line 
engines ran from the three 
mills to thc railroad 
junctions. The old Shay 
went up the steep hollows 
and gathered thc logs for 
the mills. At Curtin, 
Hominy Fall, and Coal 
Stding, the band mills were 


■am tm ;mjr 


^Hunch genual 
General Curtin, remains in 
the minds of many yet 
today. 

The year 1928 saw the 
hardwoods and virgin 
timber disappear and thc 
three mills of Hominy 
Falls, Coal Siding, and 
Curtin came to an end. 
Flem Wilson got the nod to 
pull stakes and embark to 
Bergoo, Webster County; a 
task that required many 


mistake. He had been t*. written in book form 
building mills in the anc ] would be worthy of 
western states for hemlock sa i e j n any book store in the 
and spruce and he failed to United States. My main 

b uild his conveyors for interest was the logging 


continue with a rvnet 
comment about the coal 
interest and production. 

The Golden Ridge or 
Bethlehem Steel Mine, 
located opposite Parcoa 
was the first major coal 
operation within Webster 
County. They had their 
own power plant, motors, 
and Goodwin cutting 
machines. Its operation tan 
for some 15 years, yet, little 
history of this mine is 
known to this writer, 


altered and the mill at 
Bergoo was on its 
destination to a lifetime 
cutting of over 190 million 
board feet. 

The first log camp, run 
by Bill McCourt, was on 
Mill Run and the second 
one by Ira McClung, near 
Parcoal. From there, 
Curtin moved to Leather- 
wood and in ‘33 and '34 
crossed Leather wood onto 


time or another. Large piles 
of bone coal remain today. 
It was used for fills, roads. 


tnc (lid origin.'* 1 7 “ 

produced from 1947 
1947 . 205.534 tons. 

The Curtin story would . 
not be complete without 
mentioning the company 
store. Someone wrote 
song about loading 10 tons 

of coal and being one day 

old and deeper in deb*, and 
wound up by saying he 
owed his sole to the 

“Tv^LeSeworW 




<.iil the coal [It. ehx c'i from : 

production 1 l M7. 20V534 f, <ril 
[cn Ridge or The Curtin vtory »„ 

Steel Mine. not be complete ^ 

iosiic Ihrco.il mentioning t l < artT i 
■MMtaM" 1 More. Someone *-r.e.c", 
song about loading 16 ton, 
of coal and being or* dav 
old and deeper in debt, and 
wound up by saving he 
owed his sole to the 
company store, a true 
story. Some people worked 
every day in the mines and 
got more out of the store 
Jcrryville. and in '41 state corporation. than they earned 

crossed Point Mountain to Parcoal, or Bergoo No. The old scrip story I buy 
Back Fork. The same shay 1, as operated by Curtin cigarettes for $2.00 per 

engines and loaders used in from 192*5 to 1936, carton and sell them for 

Nicholas were used in this produced a lifetime $1.50) applies to many 
operation. production of 995,404 other items, and the 

Sox Riley was the mill tons. sharpies down town took 

boss with Windy Rose on Barton or Bergoo No. 2, advantage of theopportun- 
one side and Harry from 1930 to 1954, ity. About everybody in 
Duckworth on the other, produced a lifetime town took scrip, if they 
The lumberyard was so full tonnage of 7,900,376 tons, could get it cheap enough 
you could hardly find The mining towns from It went right back to the 
room fora lumber stack. A 1930 to 1954 has made a company store and they 
major portion of the complete change. The bought meats, groceries, 
lumber was exported to Pardee Curtin home office furniture, and gas. It was a 

England and France, with is now located there as well way for the miners to get 

John T. Alcock of New as an all electric sawmill. A medicine or any other 
York serving as broker and major portion of the cool worthy purpose. They usm! 
featuring wide poplar company houses are owned to play poker at Bergoo and 
boards used in England and by individuals and a large Barton and scrip played the 
franco as paneling. percentage of the popula- same as cash. It served a 

The. mill burned at tion now work for private purpose on Elk River as 

daybreak in April 1941 industry or survive on legal tender. 

(unknown day). By 1942, pensions. Mr. Orkney, from our 

through the efforts of Bergoo No. 3 or town of Webster Springs. 
A.W. Corkin, with the Lcathcrwood, which is has worked a lifetime lor 
help of Shorty Reese considered Bergoo, had a Curtin-first as a lumber 
drafting, rhe mill was lifetime production, from salesman. In 1927 he came 
rebuilt. Mr. Corking, who 1931 to 1947. of ro Webster County as store 
was formerly with Allis- 2.697,772 tons. At one manager, buying and 


iv.vi • h*i.fcr and Kkk. ,j, e m irnl» of many yet 
Kotfistc the public, log today 
6«,k. and mall to aid from The year 1928 saw the 
the .amp. the main line hardwoods and virgin 

engine, ran Horn the three timber disappear and the 

mill, to the railroad three mills of Hominy 

jutKoona The old Shay Falls, Coal Siding, and 

went up the steep hollows Curtin came to an end. 
and gathered the logs for Flcm Wilson got the nod to 
the mills At Curtin, pull stakes and embark to 
Hominy Fall, and Coal Bergoo, Webster County; a 
Siding, the band nulls were task that required many 
cutting away daily, each hours of planning, and 
trying to outdo the other, approximately three years 
The average cut for a 10- to do. The steel was pulled 
hour dav was 40.000 feet, and the 10 Shays, the No. 
The Hominy Mill holds all 8, Hcislcr, and the No. 6 
records. A fellow by the Climax were brought to the 
name of Albert Lynch Curtin Mill site to make 
decided to set a record, ready their journey to 
yarded back his 16-foot Bergoo. 
logs for a few days, and one A special B&O Railroad 
day the Hominy Falls Mill car was built with a narrow 
cut 78,000 feet in 10 gauge track and the Shay 
hours. This record stands, engines were run on the 
as a legend of history, as the B&O car for shipment to 
most cut in any one day Palmer, in Braxton 
during the Curtin opera- County. The journey from 
dons in Nicholas County. Palmer, ro Webster 

The railroad, in Deep Springs, to Bergoo, over 
Well, near Summersvillc, the WVAM Railroad, was 
was a busy place with something to be talked 
Shany engines, black about. Some of the engines 
smoke, and shrill whistles. stayed in Palmer as long as 
Shay engines No.3 and No. ten years. The fall of 1928 
9 were trying to put an saw Flem Wilson and 
American steam loader up George King journey to 
u steep track in Deep Well Diana to get the No. 1 

Hollow. Engine No. 3, run engine, the first to arrive in 

by Jim Johnson and No. 9, Webster Springs. This 

run by Harry Butcher, Jack engine, used exclusively for 
Zonhiaer,conductor, Lewis the laying of steel, was 


destination to a lifetime 
cutting of over 190 million 

board feet. _ 

The first log camp, run operation within Webster 
by Bill McCourt, was on County. They had their 
Mill Run and the second own power plant, motors, 
one by Irn McClung, near and Goodwin cutting 
Parcoal. From there, machines. Its operation ran 
Curtin moved to Leather- for some 15 years, yet. little 
wood and in '33 and '34 history of this mine is 
crossed Lear her wood onto known to this writer, 
Gauley as far down as because they were an our of 













Pardee And Curtin 
Lumber Railroad 


Continued From Page 5 

Waggy. now living in 
Charleston. WV. The elder 
Waggy logged 10 thousand 
acres on Missouri Run. 

The Birch Valley 
Lumber Company was a 
big operation at Tioga for 
many years. 

1 bring you this brief 
introduction of Webster 
County’s lumbering 
industry so you might fully 
appreciate the Pardee 
Curtin history making 
story. This information 
would have been imposs¬ 
ible without the help and 
cooperation of Webster 
County’s senior citizens. 
These people are deeply 
interested in restoring the 
traditions and legends of 
logging, Shay engines, 
actual life and living 
condmons in the rugged 
days of early sawmill 
operations 

in 1873, Taylor County, 
Grafton. WV. the Pardee 
Curtin Company started 


ff Mpw into one of the 
leading lumber 


nutvtxJ from 
Y to Sutton. 
•«Y in I Win 
«nJW About 


> hours. If they were out 13 
i hours they were allowed 

r eleven. If they loaded 24 

1 ars before noon they still 
got a day. The loader man 

f at $3 a day, conductor 
2.50, tong hooker $2.25, 
fireman $1.75. Each man 
payed from 45 cents to 50 
cents a day for board and 
room. However, the train 
crews could stop and eat at 
any log camp with no 
charge. All log camps had 
the finest of food, long 
tables with two or three 
kinds of meat, jellies, 
honey, molasses, or just 
about anything you 
wanted. Sleeping condi¬ 
tions were always poor. 
Bedbugs and graybacks 
made the using of lamp oil 
to spray your bed necessary 
for a good night’s sleep. 
The long winter evenings 
were spent spinning tall 
rales of every description. 
Lee Gadd and others used 
to make the rounds to the 
camps selling clothing, 
watches, etc. Some have 
J** 1 * known to peddle 
George” (a high powered 
wiuff) that make the hicks'' 
imagination wander to 
dreamland, known a» they 
U IW Inn in Rkhwaod. 

• he Great v From in 


HID 


-- u<mgcr, onays 

jumped to safety, and were journe- 
unhurt. Jim Smith, one of new ar 
the finest in 36" gauge end of 
railroad building, gathered engine 
the engines and loaderupin Bergcx 
one day and shipped them Virgii 
back to the Curtin shop, comir 
where they were repaired fh< 
and put back in operation, early 
The No. 4 engine, mn by and 1 
Tilden Brown, fireman, Diaru 
Walt Good, conductor, engin 
Bob Mullins failed to take engin 
sand on the head of Anglers the \ 
Creek and the engine and to W 
12 loads left the track and Coal 
upset. All men jumped origi 
from the train to safety. Virg 
The No. 5 engine, run by was 
Von Clark and fireman mor 
John Petit and No. 7, run tear: 
by Lee Cole and Roy narr 
Sparks and Bob Warbut- railr 
ton and Joe Roberts, loader end 
men, and Flem Wilson, T 
conductor, had a run away Lur 
in the hollow above the 
Leivasy on Meadow Creek, anc 
Von Clark jumped from tor 
the No. 5 engine, hit a tree tra 
and killed himself. The Sp 
others made it to safety. 

The Curtin operation in bu 
Nicholas was big, employ- Lc 
ment good, wages cheap. Hi 
living conditions also Be 
cheap. Old General Curtm T1 
was considered an of 
honorable man. He 
cancelled many store cc 
accounts at the end of each at 
year. He also paid hospital m 
bill* tor many of his bi 
employee* How well he w< 
along with Thorm an 




1 interested In restoring the 
tradition* nnJ lv*'nd* of 

■ 

ConJlflonw In the » "gg« j 
jiyt ,,f curly i»»»wmlll 

operations. 

Ill Ii373. lay lor County, 
Grafton. WV. the Pnrdcc 
i 'nrun Company started a 
small sawmill which 
rruf’icil into ane of" the 
leading lumbering and 
mining companies in the 
state of West Virginia. The 
Curtin assets moved from 
Taylor Counry to Sutton, 
Braxton Counry in 1886 
with portable mills. About 
lt*A) a flood erupted in 
Sutton, brekamg a log dam 
an Elk River. The Curtin 

r > ' ” ill.n 

fert of liys These logs were 
caught in St. Albans, 
Kanawha County, and 
sold The assets were used 
to help buy and install a 
band null at Sutton. Curtin 
had their first band mill in 
Braxton County about 
1890 

The year 1900 saw 
Curtin move to Nicholas 
County with three band 
mills, located at Hominy 
Falls, Coal Siding, and 
Curtin Thu operation was 
to Loot 28 years This was a 
era tn narrow gauge 
railroad transportation 
With the new- operations 
C * mc 12 railroad engines 
load «rser»l miles qi track 
tturteft that seem 


Flea bug* ana (jrayoacKs 
made the using of lamp oil 
to spray your bed necessary 
for a good night's sleep. 
Tlie long winter evenings 
were spent spinning tall 
tales of every description. 
Lee Gsidd and others used 
to make the rounds to the 
camps selling clothing, 
watches, etc. Some have 
been known to peddle 
'’George” (a high powered 
snuff) that make the hicks’ 
imagination wander to 
dreamland, known as they 
U-Pine-Inn in Richwood, 
the Greasy Front in 
Webster Springs, or Hell’s 
Half Acre and the saloon in 
Camden on GauJey. 

Curtin was the hub for 
t?w\vh<ST^^opere!norv\^ 
railroad bus made daily 
runs, from Curtin to 
Brock’s bridge and back, 
hustling the public, log 
hicks, and mail to and from 
the camps. The main line 
engines ran from the three 
mills to the railroad 
junctions. The old Shay 
went up the steep hollow's 
and gathered the logs for 
the mills. At Curtin, 
Hominy Fall, and Coal 
Siding, the band mills were 
cutting aw^y daily, each 
trying to outdo the other. 
The average cut tor a 10- 
hour day was 40.000 feet 
The Hominy Mill holds all 
records. A fellow bv the 
name of Albert Lynch 
decided to set a record, 
yarded bock hu Ib-Kxg 
1*>P tor a trw day*, and 
day thr Momtm Falls Mill 
exit 7H.OX3 fort in 10 
hour* Hu* rrv.^uavh. 


Leivasy < >n Mcadov 
Von Clark jump: 
the No. 5 engine, V 
and killed hims* 
others made it to 
The Curtin ope 
Nicholas was big, 
ment good, wag 
living conditic 
cheap. Old Gene 
was considc 
honorable n 
cancelled ma 
accounts at the e 
year. He also pa 
bills for man 
employees. Ho 
got along wit 
Hennings, Jo 
Lee Gadd, 

who f 

mown! I 
I of a stauneb \ 
General Curtin, 
the minds of 
today. 

The year 19 
hardwoods a 
timber disappe 
three mills o 
Falls, Coal S 
Curtin came t 
Flem Wilson go 
pull stakes and 
Bergoo. Webste 
task that requ 
hours of plar 
approximately i 
to do. The steel 
and the 10 Sha 
S. Hcisler. and 
Climax were brv 
Curnn Mill sit 
readv their * 
Bergoo 

A special tkk 
car «t% built wti 
track ant 
engines were r 
car for d 
Palmer, in 


mill*. KKitra #*» fHiminy 

Mb, (Soal Mm, and 
Curtin Thi* operation wa» 
tn U*r 2H v«f« Thl* was a 
nr* rr* in narrow gauge 
railroad trsnaportat ton. 
With (hr nrw oiirrarton* 
camr 12 railroad engine* 
and «rver*| mile* of (rack 
and *(ortc* (hat *crrn 
unnraliattc nxlny 


Firm Wilaon, still living 
a( Hergoo, wa* cmpk>yrd 
by General Curtin at 
Angler* Creek and he 
pkved an importan roll 
down through Curtin 
hitrory. The Nicholas 
operation ran with 10 Shay 
tngirun and No 8a Hruler, 
No 6. a lit mat The No. I 
(25 tons) w*s 
for laying or taking up 
••erl Thu made narrow 
•Mir railroad history that 
•wdd be hard to equal 
mfwimt else in West 
V»ui 

h%r iu*img ,ir»., Mi(h 
•* ■Vmctnan Uf 

*rtr rr\|uifr\t I..L»J 
tut . 

i«m*«strd of 

MHO trrt 


J Siding, the hand mills were 
% cutting away daily, each 
i trying to outdo the other. 
* The average cut for a 10- 
hour day was 40,000 feet. 
‘ The Hominy Mill holds all 
> records. A fellow by the 
name of Albert Lynch 
decided to set a record, 
yarded back his 16-foot 
logs for a few days, and one 
day the Hominy Falls Mill 
cut 78,000 feet in 10 
hours. This record stands, 
as a legend of history, as the 
tnost cut in any one day 
during the Curtin opera- 
dons in Nicholas Counts 
The railroad, in Deep 
Well, near Summersvilie. 

a busy place with 
Shany engines, black 
smoke, and shrill whistles 
Shay engines No. 3 and No 
9 * rrc frying to put an 
American steam loader up 
Mecp track in LVep Weil 
Hollow Engine No 3. run 
hv Jim Johnson *nd No. 9. 
fun by Harry Butcher, jack 
Zonhurr. conductor. Lewis 
^****y. tong tvvdtrr flew 
up with full mmm ahead 
camr hack duwn out eg 
^ Ndkiw, wiwrf Ksth 
fiMPHcw and thr L^adrr AM 






• nws» reakrrd the danger, 

in jumped to wfcty, #nvl were 

imluirt jim Smith, one of 
the finest In V>" gauge 
railroad building, gathered 
the engine* and loader upin 
mr+r I * vWH . ,!*> and shipped them 
nre alio K»ek to the Curtin shop, 

4 '*- Vv - where they were repaired 

r ?Sr» «ej. *od put hack in operation, 
i.^vr rrmr. rhr No. 4 engine, run by 
. .r..UM nkien Brown, fireman, 
we* S. . K \X ait Good, conductor, 
M K+ Mullins failed to take 

**** y mtsJ on the head of Anglers 

s >»*; jt.j Creek and the engine and 
**"[ •*. - loti* krft the track and 
rii * * “part All men jumped 
*' ~ » from the train to safety 
unfr * The No 5 engine, run by 

«< Va n Oark and fireman 

°* ^ John fVtit and No 7. run 
*“*'* W Let Cote and Roy 

* Sfwrk* and Bob War but - 

1 “*• Mod Jar Roberta, loader 
*"• Hem Wilton. 

» J *Wc| l • a 

haJ a run a wav 
, - . . * Kollcm above 

aa MtaJua (ttrii 
Clark jungaiJ from 

.i fcjj • t»w 
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Shays could make their 
journey to Be rgoo and their 
new and last home. By the 
end of 1929 all the Curtin 
engines had made it to 
Bergoo and the West 
Virginia Midland was 
coming to an end. 

The last part of 1929 and 
early 30's saw Flem Wilson 
and Ed Cochrad sent to 
Diana with the No. 1 
engine and Bill Skidmore, 
engineer to pull the steel of 
the West Virginia Midland 
to Webster Springs. A Mr. 
Coalshaw, who laid the 
original steel for the West 
Virginia Midland Railroad, 
was there on that gloomy 
morning and shed a few 
tears as the history of a 
narrow gauge passenger 
railroad was coming to an 
end. 

The Pardee Curtin 
Lumber Company bought 
the orgmal passenger train 
and coaches and it was used 
for several years as a work 
train from Webster 
Sprmga to ftrrgoo 

The milt at iVrgm» *aa 
h*lt hr a mdlnghi. fnaa 
L*** ***** hi the tune 

Mm hell Hr was Ml 
*»»*•• l<*» #Mn haa, aetata 
'**• auU ... u> lull 
* AprU |*N 
“**•*.11 ,ku ... 
*“ it* 


to meet the challer 
rebuild the mill. T 
was so well ass 
under the guideline 
Corkin, that the\ 
normal cut the first 
in less than 120 da 
sides were running 
The mill ran fre 
to 1945, mainl 
timber on the Bad 
Elk and Pointa V 
The mill finally 
1945 and the nr 
sold to Harrison 
Company of / 
The old engines 
to Midwest Steel 
of Charleston, 1 
engines were cc 
loaded at old 
Mine. It was me 
day m the h 
narrow gauge 
when Rvw> Roy r 
12. with the si 
and other parts i 
Red Oak Jow 
Kcr^\». arrvas I 
(hr old null site 
pa ft* were Utrr 
TSumnlumbr 
ol Fenwick, 
Coyim 

The No 9 Cl 
«h*« rrnuiai Hu 
wC narrow gpu* 
ta >«il tn opn 
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v I),,- t iif11 m i.|«rr.uitin in 

inj SVlk»ia» was Hig, employ * 

r Min.li *•’ thr mrni good. wage* cheap. 
u »4 living vonJlfion* also 

VY—f K»»e k f»r«»p 04J Ociicffli Curtin 
» m priA • i» considered in 
!g^fmr«rd honorable nun H« 
m f dU cancelled many store 

•Kdr to accounts at the end of each 
: > Ac* >nf He also paid hospital 
a hdh fur many of his 

*n employers How well he 
— |pt aiong with Thornt 

John Cochran, 


r. jellies. 
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tears as tnc 
narrow gauge passenger c 

railroad was coming to an , 

end. . _ 

The Pardee Curtin 
Lumber Company bought 
the orginnl p*»** n K cr tra,n . 
and coaches and it was used 
for several years as a work 
train from Webster 
Springs to Bergoo. 

The mill at Bergoo was 
built by a millnght, from 
Louisiana, by the name of 
Harry Mitchell He was in 
Bergoo less than two years. 
The mill was in full 
operation by April 1929. 
"Mitchell,” who was 
considered one of the best 
at that time, made but one 
mistake. He had been 
building mills in the 
western states for hemlock 
and spruce and he failed to 
b uiid his conveyors for 


day in 

narrow 
when Ro 
12, witV 
and oth« 
Red C> 
Bergoo, 
the old 
pat'ts w 
Thom a 
of Fc 
Counr 
The 
that re 
of nan 
is stll 
being 
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the rn*.l» «w ovmt 

*1w vr#l jgjM MW the 
and Virgin 
timber dtaon™ «** lhc 
there mllW Hominy 

hlk, Uial Stdlng. «nd 
Curttn came to an end. 
FVtn Wilson got I he nod «o 
pul! *Ar* and embark to 
Krr»«v Webster 1 ounry; a 
<*«k that required many 
kwn of |4annmg. and 
gipuumMriv three year* 
*? Jo The ard was pulled 
and the 10 Shays. the No. 

* Hmlrr. and the No 6 
Oamaa mrrr brought to the 
C«ran MiU a nr to make 
tadi thnr journey to 

^Tgeual MkO Railroad 
um «•♦•. budi mth a narrow 
IMT track and the Shay 
mgpmm »m hin on I hr 
hkU car Cut •kitmmi to 
Palmer. in Bratton 
twin TV KMtm from 

Pels**#, to Wvlnirf 

**» »<** *» 9W*mm" om 
U ' .AM RaJkod «a 

* So hr tafWd 
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t f< iwcwr. ihl« w*»* +tirtn 

ulcered and thr mill at 
Itergno w»i on its 
ilc*f motion to a lifetime 
cutting of over 190 million 
hoard feet. 

The first log camp, run 
by Bill McCourt, was on 
Mill Run and the aecond 
one by Ira McUung. near 
Parcoal. From there. 
Curtin moved to Leather - 
wikhI and in *33 and *34 
crossed Leather wood onto 
Gauley as far down as 
Jerryville. and in *41 
cruaaed Point Mountain 10 
Back Fork The same shay 
engines and loaders used in 
Nicholas were used in this 
operation 

Soa Riley was the mill 
ha» with Windy Rose on 
one side and Harry 
(\»ckworth on the ocher 
The lumberyard so full 
you could hardly IwvJ 
naan fur a lumber ttai A 
major portton of the 
iumhrt was npetrvi tu 
tngftand and France with 
hdw T Aktwk df New 
V»ei wrung as beuferv and 
(rsivfiig whir poplar 
hard* cardial ngjknjand 
ha%* m (weW 
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040 < ar M shipment fo 
Palmer. In Braxton 
i tminn The journey from 
f timer, to Webater 
Sfr«^» to Berwoo. over 
cKr WVAM R*ilruad. was 
—srthmg to hr talkrd 
dhx# 5txnr of f hr engine* 
emJ in Palmer ** lor* » 
M ***** The t ali of 1928 
*r» Rem Wilton and 
Kir* journey to 
ip grt thr Nt. I 
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Jrrryvillc. and in ’41 state 
enow'll Point Mountain to Pa 
IUk Fork. Thr same shay l, a ? 
cntftnrn and loaders used in fron 
Nicholas were used m this proi 
operation ptoc 

Sox Riley was the mill tons 
boas with Windy R*we on & 


one aide and Harry fror 
(Hukworth on the ocher pro 
The lumberyard was 90 full to nr 
you could hardly find The 
room for a lumber stack A 19k 
major portion of the core 
lumber was exported to Parc 
England and France, with is nc 
John T Alcock of New as ai 
York serving as broker and maj< 
featuring wide poplar com 
boards used in England and b> 1 
France as paneling. pen 

The* mill burned at non 
daybreak in April 1941 mA 
(unknown day) Bv 1942. 
through the efforts of B 
A NX Corkm. w*.?h the Leal 
of SKorty Reese con- 
drafting the ffnK » x% liiet 
trbsah Mr l orkang. vHo 19 
luemrrb »>A NLi 2.t* 
Oulmm as Th. (man tim 
spmis l sliMmu. and esti 
* •** r K *u . i.**.! 5J0i 
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fo meet the challenge and 
rebuild the null. The mill 
was m> well assembled 
under the guidelines of Mr 
Corkin. that they had a 
normal cut the first day and 
m levs than 120 days, both 
sides were running. 

rhe null ran from 1942 
to 1945. mainly from 
timber on the Back Fork of 
Elk and Pointa Mountain. 
The mill finally closed in 
1945 and the mill assets 
sold to Harrison Lumber 
Company of Arkansas. 
The old engines were sold 
to Midwest Steel and Junk 
of Charleston, WV. The 
engines were cut up and 
loaded at old Red Oak 
Mine It was indeed a sad 
Jbt tn thr history of 
narrow gauge railroads 
• Sen R. Roy ran old No. 
12. with the smokrstack 
and *<her parts gone, from 
Red Oak down through 
Arrmio, senna the river to 
l%r >mJ mill tife. where thr 
were Later «»U to Ely 
TVuanaw Lumhcr Uirnpany 
o4 fcnwiik Nicholas 
Oawnry 



.oal production. The 
population has dropped 

from a high of approxima¬ 
tely 1,800 to about 250 
people. Coal production i s 
still alive with Ike Lewis, a 
former football coach and 
coal stripper, from 
Pickens. How much 
production he gets is 
unknown to this writer, 
but I would estimate 
approximately 700 tons 
per day. 

Bcrgoo No. 4, from 
1935 to 1959, was a rather 
good mine with a lifetime 
production of 6,498,554 
tons. It was a thriving 
mining town with 70 
houses, company store, 
school, church, and union 
hall. The taxis out of 
Webster Springs kept the 
road hot bringing the 
miners to tow n and back to 
spend their money. 

The No. 5 mine was only 
in operation from 1945 to 
1950, with a production of 
501.780 tons 

Britton No I from 1943 
Co 1943 never amounted to 
a whole lot. 10,178 tons 

Britton No l. from 

194 3 to 1949. produced 
l.W'4.585 com. and was a 
great trrvtcr to the pint 
Itunlc The waiter or rone 
(ual refrsted by the w *du*t 
e*J dryer uwrd by 

all 

Wwbm i 

law or an 
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The ow **, Strr | and Junk 
ro Mid*'** 1 y^/V The 
of ' h * rk *‘'"' , UP Anti 

r n T? .T ou r«* t>,k . 

mThT i. »«* «“ lwJ * “4 

«, d«- looorv o 

.. ..fluue railroad* 

"hen K‘»'> R°V ran old Nl ’ 

l.\ «„h tl.r •mokc.i*.-k 
„, u i t *hrr I'-rtn K*one. from 
g^j <.'.«& down through 
Brrgoo, across (Ik* river to 
(he old null ute. where the 
|w( f t’» were liiter sold to fcly 
I Kniu* I umber Company 
.o Ken wick. Nicholas 


iaM |w^ from bounty 
H the njmr oi fhe No 9 engine is all 
Hr in (hat remain* fn>m a legend 
~. y - •» . »cars narrow gauge engines. It 

m toil i% %nll in operation and 
N Apre l«29 bring used as a tourist 
»s. was attraction in the state of 
KUrvlind 

The Curtin story could 
re written in book form 
and would be worthy of 
safe in a ny book store in t he 

L ruled states My mam 


production or o.^v«,554 
tons It was a thriving 
mining town with 70 
houses, company store, 
school, church, and union 
hall. The taxis out of 
Webster Springs kept the 
road hot bringing tl*. 
miners to town and back to 
spend their money. 

The No 5 mine was only 
in operation from 1945 to 
1950. with a production of 
501,780 tons. 

Britton No. 1 from 194 1 
to 1943 never amounted to 
a whole lot, 10,178 tons. 

Britton No. 1, from 
1943 to 1959, produced 
3,664,585 tons, and was a 
great service to the poor 
people. The waste or bone 
coal rejected by the washer 
and dryer was used by 
about all the people in 
Webster County, at one 
time or another. Large piles 
of bone coal remain today. 
It was used for fills, roads. 
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IV mining WOW from 
|0|0 to l** 4 has niadc ® 

Complete change I he 
p*f Jrr Curtin home office 
«» now located there at well 
XI an all cfcctfic sawmill A 
ni^tf purtum of the coal 
cvcnfwny hmiri are owned 
h mJmduiU and a large 
prtirtKafr of the popub- 
mi r- ^ work for private 
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every day in the mines and 
got more out of the store 
than they earned. 

'Die old scrip story (buy 
cigarettes for $2.00 per 
carton and sell them for 
$1.50) applies to many 
other item*, and the 
sharpies down town took 
advantage of the opportun¬ 
ity. About everybody in 
town took scrip, if they 
could get it cheap enough 
It went right back to the 
company store and they 
bought meats, groceries, 
furniture, and gas It was a 
way for the miners to get 
medicine or any other 
worthy purpose. They used 
CO pUy poker at Bergoo and 
Barton and scrip pbyed the 
same as cash It served a 

C rpusc on Elk River as 
al tender 

Mr Orkney, from our 
tow n of Webster Springs, 
has worked a lifetime for 
ClMlhl fllW as a lumber 
salesman In 1927 he amr 
to Webster County as store 
manager, buying and 
runn«~g thr Curtm store 
until ret i rement They had 
Continued Qt» IHgr H 
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The Wctiern Maryland R a Hr (Hid Bridge at 
Mat tunned tun major floods in leu chan 
ft r»»t> Jwjf up the tracks many UtctrmoUves 

Mmi to •h*/f fhr car* in the yards . 



tt di** Mni in ihr lourr m«i of the Cass Scenic 
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Paul G. Thayer 


morning. «t 7:30 nnd thirty 
minutes late lor thr daily 
run to Buckhannon. They 


, i >ieih r>rr txiil thr throttle and conductor came up to Mr. 

■ n.' »*> No» the whistle tor the Thayer in the cab of the 

•mar rt BCxc' Raiir.ud He went to engine (3113) and said to 
war ht* »ori. a» a fireman in 1<H4 Mr. Thayer, "You are not 
. clore* and running as an running a freight train, we 

to hn engineer in 1047- He arc thirty minutes late." 

tor started running the 1212 Mr. Thayer said to the 
irters to freight engine, later the fireman, "We will pull into 
p.eha 1314 In December 1949 Buckhannon on time.” He 
raiirmd he bumped into the pulled down the track at 

around passenger run from Pickens about 40 miles per hour for 

>ve. hn railroad to Buckhannon. steam a mile and a sign said Track 

j tas esebrows engine *3113. His first warning, 10 miles per 

i iikr a midget three days in Pickens is hour.’ 

.:rcu» Hu something to remember. He never touched the 


rhaycr in the cab of the 
•ngine (3113) and said to 


pulled down the track at 
about 40 miles per hour for 
a mile and a sign said 'Track 


hard * He started from Buckhan- 



mber. He never touched the 
khan- throttle. He said at times he 
1941 thought the engine and 
t and passenger cars were all 
going into the river. He 
I pulled into Adrian and the 
conductor gave him 
another visit and informed 
him to slow it down, we 
were ahead of time. 

Mr. Thayer ran the 
Pickens to Buckhannon 
run for six months and the 
conductor never talked to 
him again about his 
schedule. The second night 
in Pickens, Mr. Thayer 
went to bed at the Pickens 
Hotel as soon as supper was 
over. He woke up about 
12:00 o’clock to go to the 
Johnny house. The fire had 
gone out in the pot belly 
stove. He reached for his 


;t porch of thr second floor 
V of the hotel. Mr. Thayer 
y finally made it back to the 
y bed and the Hostler for 
J 3113 informed him and the 
t fireman that the engine and 
water lines to the passenger 
t coaches were freezing up. 

> Mr. Thayer, the fireman 
t and Hostler had the engine 

thawed out, heat in the 
' passenger coaches and 
: 3113 and crew was on their 

> way at 7:30 a.m. for 

: Buckhannon. 

Mr. Thayer served as 
engineer on the 5005 
passenger train engine from 
Richwood to Clarksburg. 
He also blowed the whisde 
and pulled the throttle on 
7608, one of the biggest 
steam engines ever in 
service except the 614, that 
runs continuously on 
excursion runs yet today 
and yearly from Cincinnati 
to Hinton. The 7608 was 
192 feet long from cow 
catcher to the coupling at 
the end of the water tank 
with a 235 lb. steam 
pressure, held 25 tons of 
coal and 22,000 gallons of 
water and was used to haul 
troop trains all over the 
United States during 
World War n. 

Mr. Thayer has trained a 
number of young engineers 
on diesel. Tommy Bragg, 
Don Snyder and many 
many others. He has run on 
about all the trackage from 

Gauley Rivers, Grafton 


and Cumberland, Mary- fire and the recent wreck « 
land; there is little trackage Central» Tunnel WV«-r. 
in the scope of the B&.0 you come out of the 4.y 
Grafton yards that Mr. feet tunnel it «only ahou> 
Thayer has not covered. 40 feet to the 600 feet long 
Mr. Thayer was the bridge with guerdeTs ever, 
original objector to the 100 feet and over 200 feet 
conditions at the old down to the water The da-, 
Beanery at Co wen. He filed of the wreck the engineer 
a report on several was through the tunnel and 
occasions about living on the burning bridge and 
conditions, screen doors, engines passed over the 
beds and general condi- bridge on the steel guerder. 
dons. A new air condition- and clearing the burr.;:,; 
ed Beanery was built and ties and hot steel as they 
this writer and his brothers slid across the guerders the 
were the prime contract- fuel oil tanks were split and 
ors. We also started the when the fuel oil hit the hot 
Cass Scenic Railroad the steel it made a tremendous 
same year. fire. Somehow the 

Mr. Thayer wrecked at engineers and train crews 
Orlando in Braxton managed to put out the fire 


Mr. Thayer wrecked at engineers and train crew-s 
Orlando in Braxton managed to put out the fire 
County in 1958. The first and save die engines. Mr 
car behind three engineers Thayer was one of die 
kicked a rail and 31 coal engineers who helped 
cars loaded, jumped the rebuild the bridge and 
track and piled up 6 deep. restore railroad traffic. 

We were clocked at 39 Mr. Thayer married a 
miles per hour when we railroad woman. His 
wrecked. Charlotte Thayer, was a 

Mr. Thayer wrecked two clerk and telegraph 
miles east of Cowen on operator in Grafton before 
Laurel Creek’s steepest they moved to Cowen. 
grade. We had a loose Mr. Thayer was bom to 
wheel that wouldn't slow be a railroad engineer. He 
down in a curve and turned has many good pictures of 
sideways and derailed 37 engines and wrecks and can 
coal cars. There is probably talk for hours abost his 

coal on Laurel Creek lifetime railroad expen 
today. It went all over the ence. He is a li ving, walking 
hillside. 1 once wrecked legend on B6cO Rjuilrcad 
one, the big Ditch, coming history. A mcmberjjjf ^ 
from Camden-on-Gauley. Cowen Railroad , 

Wc came upon a broken Hume, Mr. Thayer is a m*n 
0.11 .ml we Jc-.aifni itt that all Webster CounriS^M 
hoppers of coal. Every- and West Virginians^ 
body remembers the bridge should be proud of. 
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Paul G. Thayer 


Paul G. Thayer, a 90 lb. 
railroad engineer, who was 
not supposed to make it 
because of his size, his 
engineer leather gloves 
come almost to his 
elbows, he had to look for 
small women’s garters to 
hold the sleeves up on his 
shirt and his blue railroad 
handkerchief went around 
his neck twice, his railroad 
cap tipped his eyebrows. 
He looked like a midget 
with a circus. His 
determination and hard 
work made him one of the 
best railroad engineers to 


ever pull the throttle and 
blow the whistle for the 
B6tO Railroad. He went to 
work as a fireman in 1944 
and was running as an 
engineer in 1947. He 
started running the 1212 
freight engine, later the 
1314. In December 1949 
he bumped into the 
passenger run from Pickens 
to Buck han non, steam 
engine #3113. His first 
three days in Pickens is 
something to remember. 
He started from Buckhan- 
non to Pickens in a 1941 
Ford at 7:30 at night and 


arrived in Pickens the 
morning, at 7:30 and tl 
minutes late for the < 
run to Buckhannon. 
got the train on the mo 
Alexandra and 
conductor came up tc 
Thayer in the cab o 
engine (3113) and sa 
Mr. Thayer, "You ar 
running a freight trai 
are thirty minutes 
Mr. Thayer said tc 
fireman, "We will pul 
Buckhannon on time 
pulled down the tra 
about 40 miles pier ho 
a mile and a sign said r 
warning, 10 mile: 
hour.’ 

He never touche 
throttle. He said at di 
thought the engin 
passenger cars we 
going into the riv< 
pulled into Adrian s 
conductor gave 
another visit and ini 
him to slow it doi 
were ahead of time. 

Mr. Thayer ra 
Pickens to Buck 
run for six months 
conductor never ta 
him again aboi 
schedule. Thesccor 
in PickrtVk. Mr 
went to bed at the i 
Hotel as a\w as sup 
over He woke up 
1 2 '00 o'clock to go 
johnni house The t 
go nr out in (he po 









rhr »4mtlr for the 
feilrtid He went to 
% a fireman in I **44 
** running as an 
-r m 1047 He 

runna* the 1212 
m«ine. later the 
n Dtvem b er 1949 
toped into the 
rr run from Pickens 
khan non. steam 
*3113. His first 
its cn FVrkens is 


arrived in Pickens the next 
morn inn. * r 7: 10 and thirty 
minutes late for the daily 
run to Buckhannon. They 
got the train on the move to 
Alexandra and the 
conductor came up to Mr. 
Thayer in the cab of the 
engine (3113) and said to 
Mr Thayer, "You are not 
running a freight train, we 
are thirty minutes late.” 
Mr Thayer said to the 
fireman, "We will pull into 
Buckhannon on time." He 
pulled down the track at 
about 40 miles per hour for 
a mile and a sign said 'Track 
warning, 10 miles per 
hour.’ 


remember He never touched the 


rr. F uck Kan throttle. He said at times he 



thought the engine and 
passenger cars were all 
going into the river. He 
pulled into Adnan and the 
conductor gave him 
another vtsit and informed 
him to slow it down, wc 
were ahead of time. 

Mr Thayer ran the 
fVkms to Buckhannon 
run for mx months and the 
conductor never talked to 
him again about hit 
•cheduir The second night 
* btbrs. Mr Thayer 
*> bed at the Pickens 


•* 


•** *» thr im ball* 



porch of the second floor and Cumberland, Mar 
of the hotel. Mr. Thayer land; there is little track a 
finally made it back to the in the scope of the B6*. 
bed and the Hostler for Grafton yards that h 
3113 informed him and the Thayer has not covered 

fireman that the engine and Mr. Thayer was 1 

water lines to the passenger original objector to 
coaches were freezing up. conditions at the « 
Mr. Thayer, the fireman Beanery at Cowen. He fi 
and Hostler had the engine a report on seve 
thawed out, heat in the occasions about liv 
passenger coaches and conditions, screen do* 
311 3 and crew was on their beds and general coi 
way at 7:30 a.m. for tions. A new air condic 
Buckhannon. ed Beanery was built 

Mr. Thayer served as this writer and his brad 
engineer on the 5005 were the prime contt 
passenger train engine from ors. We also started 
Richwood to Clarksburg. Cass Scenic Railroad 
He also blowed the whistle same year, 
and pulled the throttle on Mr. Thayer wrecke 
7608, one of the biggest Orlando in Bra* 
steam engines ever in County in 1958. The 
service except the 614, that car behind three engu 
runs continuously on kicked a rail and 31 
excursion runs yet today cars loaded, jumped 
and yearly from Cincinnati track and piled up 6 . 
to Hinton. The 7608 was We were clocked a 
192 feet long from cow miles per hour whe 
catcher to the coupling at wrecked, 
the end of the water tank Mr. Thayer wreck© 
with a 235 lb. steam miles east of Cow* 
pressure, held 25 tons of Laurel Creek's ste 
coal and 22,000 gallons of grade We had a 
water and was used to haul wheel that w ouldn't 
troop trains all over the down in a curve and n 
United State* during sideways and deraiic 
World War U. coal cars There is pro. 

Mr Thayer has trained a coal on Laurel C 
number 1 4 young engineers u*da> It went all ove 
»*» dirxrl 1«Muniv Hrag; hillside I HKV wee 
lkm Snyder and many one, the big I'mh. cot 
m*ny odini llriun runon * ntijrn t«i iiui 






1 of the *erood (hsor 
r hotel Mr Jhaver 
i* maJr tt Kk'k h 1 
tnJ the IU"*Ur 
mhKtnrxi him *n d the 
in that the engine *nd 
knr» n> the f warngrr 
% mete fiaiw t up 
)mrr the AmM 
wtirr haJ thr engine 
| out. hemt in the 
jget coaches and 
(%• err* *w their 
r ? : V »m (or 
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d «k> ilirbfeun 
rhr whaatir 
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mui Cumberland, Mwry 
Und. there is little truckage 
in the scope of *hc B6tO 
tirafton yard* that Mr. 
Thayer has not covered. 

Mr Thayer was the 
original objector to the 
conditions at the old 
Beanery at Cowen. He filed 
a report on several 
occasions about living 
conditions, screen doors, 
beds and general condi¬ 
tions A new air condition¬ 
ed Beanery was built and 
this writer and his brothers 
were the prime contract¬ 
ors Wc also started the 
Casa Scenic Railroad the 
same year. 

Mr Thayer wrecked at 
Orlando in Braxton 
County m 1958. The first 
car behind three engineers 
kicked a rail and 31 coal 
cars loaded, jumped the 
track and pried up 6 deep 
We were clocked at 19 
mdrt per hour when we 
wrecked 

Mr Thayer wrecked two 
•*k» emt id Cowen on 

Laaarv! Creek's at repeat 
Wc had • iuo«r 
hat wouldn't alow 
•••curve and turnrJ 
17 

Ba« 


fire nnd the recent wreck at 
Centralis Tunnel. When 
you come out of the 400 
feet tunnel it in only about 
40 feet to the 600 feet long 
bridge with guerders every 
100 feet and over 200 fce t 
down to the water. The day 
of the wreck the engineer 
was through the tunnel and 
on the burning bridge and 
engines passed over the 
bridge on the steel guerders 
and clearing the burning 
ties and hot steel as they 
slid across the guerders the 
fuel oil tanks were split and 
when the fuel oil hit the hot 
steel it made a tremendous 
fire. Somehow the 
engineers and train crews 
managed to put out the fire 
and save the engines. Mr. 
Thayer was one of the 
engineers who helped 
rebuild the bridge and 
restore railroad traffic. 

Mr. Thayer married a 
railroad woman. His 
Charlotte Thayer, was a 
clerk and telegraph 
iterator in Grafton before 
they moved to Cowen. 

Mr Thayer was bom to 
hr a railroad engineer Hr 
has many good picture* of 
and wreck % and can 
* afaaawt 
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Asking Politicians To Consider Youth And C.C.C.’s 


T r — - SkJ h«*K« ,-kvtrdb'the Silver Halted 

•* War* from Senate and waa rlcclcJ as 
00 in stwanf a» wrC at FVrsidrnt. but was declared 
00 atarwi IVi IWn mrl«phlr because I would 
00 (wysito am anj ta>t sign an affidavit that I 

—.ok mt Senator baa would not run tor public 
w . anae and • teal aacL office. 

0 dr pant irv U r In I *>58. under President 
^re m v entral \X’r»r Eiaenhower, WV economy 
^pai wadi lw a aprevir was list unemployment in 
mvavn Hr o the same southern WV was at an all- 
mam *** Jet rated me after time high. Unemployment 

00 ,0,-pna was over in hinds were gone, relief and 
I g*’ {a a at a -county food orders were almost 
wv-s_'.- and «> Randolph impossible. Red Croats, 
Commit (Elkins), we churches and charity 
xr^- At Hide Park organizations were broke. 
mm prranct with 3 cans The southern counties of 
d f»r.« and 780 voters. McDowell, Mingo, Logan 
„ -a • r» rv> excuses and Mercer were at a 
uup RjdwrJ Neely and standstill. 

. j BasKy had stolen the As an elected member of 
H*— during noon recess the WV Legislature, we 
:**■ (.oimn Commis- orgtnued a committee for 
a»^twn who verve as distressed areas of WV. 1 
rice lion commissioners. was appointed chairman of 
Kraed dial they accept the the 25-member committee, 
a mm as oafaUahed by the I see poverty at the worst 
ekraon officials on the with ugly conditions, 

moan level and Dick outside toilets with their 
fc— arm declared a sticky smells, a clinging 

•met «i late Avgust by odor long after you left the 
three s.ers and a Circuit scene, shoestrings dangling 
Court Judp decision Mr. from oversized hard-toe 
Brown wav the authorized mining boots, caps and 
Star Senator who voted socks pulled down over 
-v-rurr rhi(l(. dark, dirty hair, 

im a usts oversized miner’s pants 


checkerboard John Ritchie pc 
shirts, etc. Out of this 10- dii 
day, 25-mcmbcr commit- be 
tec invrstignnon came the bp 
Suite Temporary economic Di 
program (STEP) $1.00 an yc 
hour state park work's pc 
program, the welfare seed vc 
and garden program, and ca 


and national economic security, veteran's benefits, 
system is not able to labor contracts, etc. 
provide such jobs. The Congress helps themselves 
Reagan administration is and trying bard to maVt 
running wild with space second class cihtens out of 
age. star wars, and military our omens. They have aid 

and defense contracts, so amen to Rragan'sstar wars, 
many and so big that congressional benefits, 
controls have been lax Junkets and continue to 


program, the welfare seed vote for Sheriff Given. He many and so big that congressional benefits, 
and garden program, and can't win, be won't pay on controls have been lax Junkets and continue to 

the first $30,000 for food the precinct level. He’s a while taxpayers arc buying vote for 2 trillion deficits 

stamps in McDowell- loser, he doesn't agree. We ash trays for $100 each and that our children and 

County alone, later Mingo, don't need him on the bolts, nuts, washers and grandchildren can never 


Logan, Clay and Webster team. Election aft 
and then statewide and election the people help 
now nationwide. knock on doors — 

Last year 1985, 1 had TV team gets out their c 


i Charleston, five nights political funds, and pay on tht 
weekly that covered the precinct level — and if at 8% intcre 
Kanawha, Putram, parts of necessary re-finance same time 
Clay, Fayette and Boone. 1 election day about noon, standard of 
have a TV library, VHS and start giving and buying, middle and 


tetion after screwdrivers for $40 each. pay. 

peoplehelpme Congress has been The great 100-year flood 
doors — the brainwashed into approv- of November 4 and 5, i 
out their cash ing safety for this nation to history, and peojAe, towt 
ids, and pay on the tune of a 2 trillion debt and government agency 


at 8% interest while at die arc at the mercy of 
same time reducing the politicians, both state and 
standard of living of the national. Think of all die 


king class laid-off coal miners. If the 


I always make them spend, by tightening of black lung, government and polit 


minute TV shows with hustle, pull their hair, fight food st 
various legislators, State among themselves and 
Senators and Board of promise one another and 
Public Works all on file at Ward healers political 
my home at 216 River dreams of elephant size. 

Drive, Webster Springs, Jobs are the main issue in 
WV. They have run as re- WV and the nation. 
runs in Webster Springs, Serious questions should S 

Buckhannon and are now be raised by the WV ■ 

running in Morgantown legislature and our 
and will run in Elkins Congressional delegation * 

immediately after Christ- in Washington, DC about 
mas. I hope the TV cable any government or any 
subscribers of Webster TV ecohomic system that can * 
Cable Service demand they provide jobs to all who 
run the TV Sheriff Given need them and are able to 

show in Webster Springs, work. It is crystal clear with 
during the January- unemployment at about . 

Perhaps the greatest Joe white youths. This sratc 
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Mike Ross Gas and Oil Coalton 



If you are interested in Gas and Oil and need 1,000 acres 
blocked up Mike Ross can help you. If you are from any 
of the 18 Latin American Countries and have gas and oil 
acreage for sale, Mike Ross will buy, sell or 
help you block up acreage for drilling or 

selling. Mike Ross 

Buckhannon, WV 26201 
(304) 472-1110 
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If you are interested in Gas and Oil and need 1,000 acres 

blocked up Mike Ross can help you. If you are from any 

of the 18 Latin American Countries and have gas and oil 

acreage for sale, Mike Ross will buy, sell or 

help you block up acreage for drilling or 

selling. Mike Ross 

Buckhannon, WV 26201 
(304) 472-1110 
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hr did Tween to my Kpf 


Pooaito*ilcui Ca***U(f 
WELCOMES ^ n , 


between Slaty fork and 
Elkins- The steam Malles' 
of the Western Maryland 
Railroad stopped for 
water, coal and orders. It 
was an enjoyable place for 
railroad workers to relax 


which Is hard to believe, 
but elements of the same 


Webster Springs, Our very 
own people oT this town 
were without water and 
electricity for one week and 
people from Uppcrglade 
and other parts of the 
country were sidelined In 
Webster Springs from 2 to 

Lc da e’S,be T r he 7" m f94? 

Although I was in Germany 


WORTHY'S GENERAL STORE 






































Coldest And Highest 


Having spent Part of the 
f tv%x > month* in Cass, 
K. an J tin occasions 
\n* tm' 1 * out from work 

* ,iton die front porch of 

old Company Store, 

Thuh « r ouc nmc y vas one 

^ the biggest in the state 
Lj kept about anything 

* Hl wantru, one hears the 
ihotle of old No. 4 Shay 
ffijjine purchased from 
p.rch Valley Lumber 
Company. Tioga. WV and 
nti« used at Cass as a 
remembrance of old 
legging days and as an 
eiuursHm train for people 
from all over the U.S. and 
foreign countries. At the 
present time, old No. 4 
•ervrs as a training engine, 
traaung some young men 
at future engineers for the 
Cass Venn Railroad when 
m is completed to Raid 
Kite*' The No. 7 Shay 
cnginr. which recently 
marj thr Mnunuin State 


many thousand feet of 
lumber was sawed in 24 ( 

hours (242 M feet). They 
all remember certain 
railroad wrecks and snow 
storms and about all ot 
them have been in the town 
of Spruce in its heyday, 
propulate 500 in 1914, 
boarding house, post 
office, school and Dr. 
Coffer and his pill bag and 
motor car. 

Mr. Walter Good, 
railroad engineer on the 
Spruce line from 1927 
until 1960, can give you as 
much or more information 
as anyone in Cass. In fact, 
be was the engineer for No. 

1 to Bald Knob when the 
politicians and Mr. Barron 
took the last ride. He 
recalls a wreck on the run 
around in Spruce with a 
700 Malley belonging to 
the Western Maryland. He 
was running Shay No. 12, 
reversing the bar. The 700 
hit him again Shay No 12 
was never run anymore. He 
said It was really sad to see 
such a gixni engine be cut 
up for |unk, as the Khmer 
Lumber C Company Engines 

Nsm 2 . S. 8 . 9 . 10 . II. and 


ShayviiliineaNu. 12 all , 
(>50 ton) were- i 
exclusively on the , 
mile being rebuilt rn; 
two and sometimes 
in 24 hours. 
C6cO from Ronccrv 
Durbin took 100 a 
lumber, pulp and t 
bark, from Cass i 
every day to Covi 
Virginia and Luke 


Maryland. Mr. Goo 
was one of the engir 
this run for 
remembers the old 
car and tried tokee 
him as much as \ 
There were so mar 
trying to travi 
Sp r uce to Cass 
dangerous riding 
cars. Thirteen we 
could haul and g< 
the switch back* 
used a brakemar 
two cars. He 
supply car arw 
were overloaded 
pickers in the si 
an awful lot < 
during the fall a 

Mr Good's 
living m Cass, i 
boarding house 
or Cheat Jurv 
19411*46, an 
the last of the I 


a Shay engine 


I ngnw i v 

M1MI W* 






Kbp.* A * y% a 2 d n * T 

K ,,rsi«»n train (or |ieoplc 

2£l »H over the U S and 

£«•«> ■ ,h ^ 
ty r^ent time, old No. 4 

J^vr* ** * training engine, 
Jetting young men 

n* future engineer* for the 
I Qga» Scenic Railroad when 
completed to Bald 
fcnob The No. 7 Shny 
engine, which recently 
visited the Mountain State 
Forest Festival, was 

K urchaard by the Natural 
sources Department 
from Meadow River 
l'««m|vuiv. Raincllc, WV. 
Shay No 5 and No. I are 
two of the original engines 
left from tnc Mower 
l.umber Company. Num¬ 
ber S is m operation and 
No 1 is being completely 
overhauled and will be 
rtaJy for service by June of 
196? Shay No 1 was the 
last engine to Bald Knob tn 
1961 with Waflv Barron 


othrf state ultKiaU 


spruce line from 1927 
until I960, can give you as 
much or more information 
as anyone in Cass. In fact, 
hr was the engineer for No. 

1 to Bald Knob when the 
politicians and Mr. Barron 
took the last ride. He 
recalls a wreck on the run 
around in Spruce with a 
700 Malley belonging to 
the Western Maryland. He 
was running Shay No. 12, 
reversing the bar. The 700 
hit him again. Shay No. 12 
was never run anymore. He 
said it was really sad to see 
such a good engine be cut 
up for junk, as the Mower 
Lumber Company Engines 
Nos. 2, 3, 8. 9, 10. 11. and 
1 3 got the same treatment 
later on. He stated to me 


Spruce to < 
dangerous rlc 
cars. Thirtee 
could haul a 
the switch \ 
used a brak 
two cars, 
supply car 
were overlo 
pickers in t 
an awful 
during the 


that he had a Shay engine 
off the track as many as 12 
times in one day. 

As you know. Mower 
Lumber Company had 
their own *hop (still in 
operation) and made all 


Mr. Go 
living in C 
boarding \ 
or Cheat 

1941-1941 

the last of 
Soruce. Cl 
the rail) 
between 
Elkins. T 
of the W 


wad buying of the Casa 
the State of 

Vn» Virginia 
Sitting on the store 
f»«ch. ant hears wiki laic* 
of Thorn* Hennings and 
tbg John Cochran, as well 
as Many uthrrt Somehow 
Mtnhrf more ihnil 
* tf fgKti. muf-kri 


Railroad 
water, co 
w as an ei 
railroad 

and asst 
railroad 


a jattrm for the piece out 

of wood, then go to the 
shop and with the help and 
advice of others, would 
cast the p iec e out of steel 
The present railroad 
known as the Can Scetuc 
Railroad. w» a really busy 


hunting 

story of 
w hich » 

but detn 


storm 
Webster 
own peo 
were wt 


» •*.»»i%*v«i km i4a< t from IWV to WH proplr I 

Pardee-Curtin Lumber Syr 

w eoatet 

•«mI fauns IW ft Vagnii Ka empfoytnmr 


aiwa^ tj 

ask f«i 
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H that W 
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Sitting on thr store 
pofeh. one hears wtld talcs 
of Thornt Hennings and 
|\,JJ lohn Gochron, ns well 
many others. Somehow 
they rr mem her more about 
bmr», flat fights, murder*, 
and jail* than about how 


of wood, then go to the 
shop and with the help and 
advice of others, would 
cast the piece out of steel. 

The present railroad 
known as the Cass Scenic 
Rnilroad, was a really busy 
place from 1906 to 1913. 


Pardee-Curtin Lumber 


Continued From Page 6 
•Knit anything that you 
could ask for. The 
warehouse in Bcrgoo was 
equal to a large wholesale 
house I\>tatoes and many 
fcxxl items were bought in 
carload lots. 

The ftirdcc Curtin Store 
had many good store 
managers under Mr. 
Orkney Doy Brannon. 
Parcoal; Brack Davis, 
ftrcual. LB. Robinson, 
Brt*o. George Barnett of 
Camden on Gauley, 
&«*** The Curtin scores 
•ere considered among the 
ha of company store* in 
thr statr of West Virginia. 

It » this writer's opinion 
•hat Curtin was an 
ftxrUmt company It is 
•k»> this wract’s opinion 
lk»t every tun of coal and 
h*aj of lumhrr that 
Webster County 
‘h'df km horn cased by 
•W um U*«Jlrrt I hr 
l •< lUe*». No 



Virginia for employment. 
We arc thankful for all the 
good football players 
furnished to Webster 
Springs High School: Jack 
Nutter, Jim Lough, Grant 
Lough, Jim Arbogast, 
Ricky and Larry Cutlip, Joe 
and Phil Harris, Brack 
Davis, Ed Fincham, Duck 
Lipscomb, Clyde and 
Durward Leuikart, Dick 
and Argel Smith, Walt 
Helmick, and Frank Darko 
from Jerryville. 

We are proud Curtin 
sent us Grant Winkler, 
who works for the Scate 
Road, George Cnslip. our 
banker, his wife, a teacher 
in the local high school, 
and many others in all 
walks of life I wish for the 
Rirdee Curtin Lumber 
•employer* of bygone y ears, 
and present J«v employee*, 
many years of good health 
ami locoraa 

P S l\a a copy of ika 
«*«y in the attu or utdet 
thr hcsL and hegrt all thr 
mtaikrt I write once * 
wnri and pnrtrvtwai t* a 
had word to me 


which is h 
but elemen 
storm w 
Webster St 
own peopI 
were with 
electricity 1 
people fr« 
and othei 
country w 
Webster < 


5 days. 
Decemb 
Although 
at that tinr 
to many 
about tl 
during thi 
of by-got 
Good s 
snawini 


Decern be 
snowed 3 
a m Itke 
a week 
keepmg 






ghest 

jwrvi frvt of 
» mwtJ in 24 
M fmi They 
aher certain 
nit «nJ wn»* 
•tout all bt 
rvn nthci»»n 
at itt Krviiv. 
O) w 1914. 
Kouw poll 
oi ati Dr 
« S»B bag sod 

Itee Good. 

IM«r n ihr 

Hn?m 1927 

at pwf yew « 

r sstivwaxi 
i jam ba fact. 


i Mr 


engines No 12uiui 1 \ 
(1^0 ion) were uted 
exclusively on rhe eight 
mile being rebuilt making 
rwo and sometimes three 
mp» in 24 hours. The 
i «SiO from Ronccrvcrt to 
Purbin took 100 cars of 
lumber, pulp and tanned 
bark, from Cass almost 
every day to Covington, 
Virginia and Luke Lake. 

Maryland. Mr. Good, who 
» as one of the engineers on 
this run for years 
rtmemhers the old supply 
car and ined to keep it with 
him as much as possible. 
There were so many people 
trying to travel from 
Sp-uce to Casa, it was 
^mgerous riding on the log 
cars Thirteen were all they 
och dd haul ani get through 
the tw ttwh backs and they 
used a brakeman foe every 
mn cars He said the 
sufldv car and log cars 
were overloaded with berry 
packer* in the summer and 
m arwfui kx ci hunters 
kaag (hr fall and winter 


He. still 
i (hr last 
Spruce 




days it w.o up to \\*. 
windows on ih<- second 2 
floor of the boarding 
house. Mr Good told me 
that they put two and three g 
railroad engines together to a 
plow the snow off the i 
tracks. Mr. Good ran the ^ 
lead engine and the snow 
came in the window of the 
engine so badly they had to 
stop and shovel the snow 
out of the cab. Mrs. Good 
said that during the snow 
storm they always had 
telephone connections 
with Elkins. The did run 
out of a lot of items to eat 
and had to bake biscuits 
three times a day. It was an 
experience of a lifetime. 
She only had bed room for 
14. and was stuck with 20, 
men and 2 women, and had 
to scratch the bottom of 
the barrel for food. It lasted 
for a full week and they all 
made it out in fine shape 
From the talk .on the front 
porch of the old Company 
Store of the Mower 
Lumber Company comes 
many a good story How- 
well they arc appreciated 
by the younger generation 
and the public i> unknown 
One thing foe wire comes 
to your mind when you 
mention Spruce. It wifely » 
(hr cidjrst and h*fwru 
|4acr in Wnl Virginia 


A Trip ’ 

Some two week* 
grabbed my hat ai 
and headed down 
Randolph, Pen 
Grant, Hardy, Hai 
and Jefferson c 
toward Baltimore 
with a Mr. Lili 
prudent of the 

Maryland Rail 
reference to a 
tourist train 
Webster Spr 
Spruce, to Ell 
possible conneci 
the Cass Scenic 
The 1.2 mile lit 
would connect 
Scenic Railr 
Western Man, 
the C&lO and n 
available to tea. 
unbelievable, l! 
' become a realit 
; a dream. W< 
f could be tl 
r tourist attract* 
i states in the ru 

1 talked wit 
1 who gave mi 
encourage men 
hr dad lam 

. rihEfc 

i granted prrnu 
l a couple of ra 
car* on Aigu 
rrv»m Webstn 
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».rr inform*.^ • 

in (JN In b*.t. 

rflftnrn ftJT N«» 
l^ltoh when thr 
,nd Mr Rarron 
tatf ndc Hr 
-ni on the ran 
Spro*.r with * 

f bchwHPng to 

i Mml«vJ Me 

B Sh.t No 12 . 
rkr The 700 
n Sfev No i: 

■nanm>rr lie 


• Sm engine 

• MOT *» 12 


could haul and get through 
the switch hacks and they 
used a hmkeman for every 
two cars. He said the 
supply car and U>g cars 
were overloaded with berry 
pn kers In the summer and 
«n awful U»t of hunters 
during the fall and winter. 

Mr Good’a wife, still 
living in Cass, ran the last 
kwrdtng house at Spruce 
or t. heat Junction from 
|<*4I I ^4^, and that was 
the last v>f the buildings at 
Spruce Cheat junction was 
the railroad junction 
brtween Slaty pork and 
Elkins rhe steam Malley 
of the Western Maryland 

Railroad stopped for 


to scratch the bottom of 
the barrel for food. It lasted 
for a full week and they all 
made it out in fine shape. 
From the talk on the front 
porch of the old Company 
Store of the Mower 
Lumber Company comes 
many a good story. How 
well they are appreciated 
by the younger generation 
and the public is unknown. 
One thing for sure comes 
to your mind when you 
mention Spruce, it surely is 
the coldest and highest 
place in West Virginia. 


thc CfcscO and mal 
available to touri 
unbelievable. If tl 
become a reality 
a dream, Wes 
could be the 
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I talked with 
who gave me 
encouragement 
he did listen t 
and agreed to 
look first han 
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a couple of ra 
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water, coal and orders. It 
w *» an enjoyable place for 
railroad worker* to relax 

*nd itvmhlr history of 

wreck*. »now- 


area Mn Good tell* a rruc 
uorv of a mow storm 
which ts hard to believe, 
hut el e m ents of the same 
storm were here in 
U'chtrrr Sonnet Our very 
own froolr of this town 
were wm tout water and 
dsetrsetry for one week and 
pnupir from Vrf*rd+k 
ad other parts of (hr 
i i n^rn svtr «tdrbnrd in 
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*rr* Mr* Good telk • true 
m>rv of ■ *now * orm 

«% Hard to Mieve, 
Kit dement* of the **mc 
itorm were here in 
WrKtrr Soring* Our very 
,#n pcooW Of thi* u*vn 
mrre without water and 
electricity (ot one week and 
prx*rJr Inw Upperglade 
M>d other r* rt » °* ^ 
country owe sidelined in 
UVKirt SfCiiHPi from 2 to 




dav* The tune was 

»Jfv ember 7 . 194 4 

AMwh«H I was in Germany 
M dtat time. 1 recall calking 
m> rmm of our cioams 
about their condition* 
during that par ocular week 
u# bv*#anr h**«oc\ Mr* 
Good said it atarted 
laaatnt at 6 a tn. 
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A Trip To Bald Knob 


Some two weeks ngo, I 
grabbed my hat and coat 
and headed down through 
Randolph, Pendleton, 
Grant. Hardy, Hampshire, 
and Jefferson counties 
toward Baltimore to talk 
with a Mr, Liliac, vice 
pendent of the Western 

Maryland Railroad in 
reference to a possible 
tourist train out of 
Webster Springs to 
Spruce, to Elkins, and 
possible connections with 
the Cass Scenic Railroad. 
The 1.2 mile linking tract 
'*ouid connect the Cass 
Scenic Railroad, the 
Western Maryland, and 
the i 6c.Oand make service 
•vallabir CO BOUrtai that is 
unbelievable If this should 
hrvtimc a reality instead of 
a dream. West Virginia 
could be the greatest 
attraction of all (he 
tewn tn the nation. 

1 talked with Mr Liliac. 
who g*s t me only little 
fNCuufittmmi. however, 
fcr isdhurn tp my *4>ry. 


14. 1970 


Spruce, through the scenic 
wonderland from Bergoo 
to Slaty Fork, to Spruce. 

We were honored to have 
Mr. Utter back, trainmaster 
of the Elkins branch, as one 
of our drivers. We were 
accompanied by State 
Senator Mr. Carl Gainer, 
who is also Senate 
Chairman of the Natural 
Resources Committee, and 
Mr. Bob Phillips, his 
Republican opponent for 
the upcoming election on 
November 3, 1970. The 
young, energetic teacher 
from the local Webster 
Springs High School, Mr. 
.Leroy Crislip, was with us 
as photographer, and he is a 
real good one. His pictures, 
on this trip, will be a credit 
to Webster County cidaens 
for the next generation. We 
were fortunate in the 
services of Mr. Phillip 
Bagdon of Alexandria. 
Virginia, an employee of 
Jim Comstock’s and the 
’•Hillbilly”. This young 
nun is just starting in 
journalism and. his first 
sent as a writer, photo* 
grapher. and nrw-ijwprf 
man He was highly 
Continued Os I v *#f ** 
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K tihr yntnerr gfiKTitton 
»r»d the public is unknown. 
CV»r thing for sure* comes 
iti your mind when you 
mrnnon Spruce, it surely is 
the coLfrwt and highest 
pUer m West Virginia 


who gave me only little 
encouragement, however, 
he did listen to my story, 
nurcr\tn let u» take a 
lnt>k first hand We were 
granted permission to take 
a couple of railroad motor 
vars on August 14. 1970 
from Webster Springs to 


Jim Comstock’s and the 
Hillbilly". This youn« 
man is just starting in 
journalism and. his first 
year as a writer, photo¬ 
grapher , and newspaper 
man. He was highl 
Continued On Page 
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The South Branch Valley Of West Virginia 


Valley is one of the great 
farming regions ot West 
Virginia. The poultry 


Amu* 14 , 1 963 
Dunng the process of 
launching and running a 


less a homecoming among 
the friendly people who 
migrated to the South 


Virginia tags and they were 
state cars—probably some 
political parasite sponging 








A Trip To Bald Knob 


Continued From Page 7 This tourist attraction a 
recommended by Mr. scenic train always loaded 

Comstock, and hr is, in my with people from through- 

opinion. one of the most out the United States, is a 
classical writers on railroad spectacular of wonder. As 
history to come down the the #7, a Shay relic of 
pike His writing, on this logging years, almost stalls 

trip, will he appearing in as t hey approach the 

newspapers throughout steepest grade injhe Cass 

VCest Virginia, and in due Scenic Kail 
time, throughout the aboard expe 

nation'-providing he a thrill whi< 

doesn’t become a second g j ves his < 

"Sheriff’ Given and let his photograph 
har go to a siae number 8 A shrill wh 

and want to run for r j n g Q f sm < 

Congress or move in on the cinders, all 

New York Times for his lasting m< 

first full time job. aboard. 

Mr E.O. Parker, a good 
. ..king, young track ^ C |i i 
supervisor was the driver a *' 

of rhe other motor car. He Maybe it 
t* a talented, slow, easy *5™^* a 

speaking, conscientious. f lec u no " ds ! 

'..Wo.J main, who Wh school 

^rlseved m carrying out his *-t>nrract. oi 

wdrrs ce» time We were thc ™non 

i u»y raking pictures, or a bad st» 

s. ram and i«Hiking for newspaper, 

letuc unvt that tno fine you tail 

‘*jf% fencirman will never but Au 

< 1 * Muthrr wugnmmi always 

* • V "f *Up happy mrmor 

Hsttsas seeking photo nek. 


good one 
to get pnntcd, 

e a day of lasting 
with Mr liter 
dr Parker. Mr 


'v;a»imrti| of 


itikisl im | 

>* k < tA* 

•“Iss UM( ikf 


1 amrt. Mr ( tulip, and 
the fine voting writer. Mr 
FhUlp {Ugikm As at 
ngtoMp ihr woe Jh. wftfr 
the stuff, pound thc 
tvncwfl»f. Jig through 

nntrs and ttv 
make mnumrf 
Mm volks and 


August 14. 19 
Purtng the 
launching and 
vt»ntr u ting busi 
nrtkd of veto 
ha%c thc mem 
eirphant. the < 





...,f (u ftnu* % 

Mr E.O.IMrter..joorf 

looking. vounB y* ck 

uiprfvlsor ww* the driver 
i Vhr other motor car Hr 
\ I r-kneed. ek"*. ra * v 
«>r£kmg. con»etentlou*. 
JElrSX main. who 

••••-'* *'“-»• 

will never 
another assignment 

£Te group of «U»P K“PPV 
(,HiriMi %rrkin« photo- 

(r Tfr"n r r*'""«" <> f 

Natural Resources was 

tiHirtroua enough t° leoo a 
helping hand CJne of their 
old. International. beat up 
trucks racked ua up at 
Spruce for the journey, 1.2 
miles over the old 
As b t m k ri railroad of the 
Uowrry Lumber Com- 
jan y to old Spruce, and the 
4 miles through the 
e^Mhlgfe# mm) mmrm 
paradtar to Bai J Knob 
rhe tram loaded with 
tourves. belching smoke 
(MuMgi the tall arrucr. 
a stack of linking 

MJ a nob ugri hanging to 
loeuac trees some 
feet m thr an (put 
there car Saturday evening 
K ^e*#T‘ Gtvetn and 
fee«eher ft K (kvrn and 
h* k hark i Tha* entrance 
•i t aa and fWLJ Kaob waa 
a danaas <d hnaufy by suenr 
ftMf atdbtaf. nap knn l 
h t^dmll Wi m ast a 
•nWgtai (4 grief in 
(^ana««Mi a riggaiMN 


Wc all have certain day 
*wv will always remember 
May lx- it was a church 
service, a football ganx. I 
election day. a lecture in 
high school or college, a big 

contract. c»r a fiat ftght with 

the Honorable Curt Trent, 
or u bad atory you gave to a 
newspaper, or a good one 
you failed to get printed, ■ 
but August 14, 1970 will 
always be a day of lasting 
memory with Mr. Utter- 
back. Mr. Parker. Mr 
Gainer, Mr. Crislip. and 
the fine young writer, Mr. 
Philip Bagdon. As we 
regroup the words, write 
the story, pound the 
typewriter, aig through 
papers, notes, and the 
dictionary, make innumer¬ 
able telephone calls, and 
bum the midnight oil, we 
receive no pay and little or 
no local help. 

You eon do lirrfr or 
nothing by yourself. 1 ask 
the people of Randolph, 
Pocahontas, and Webster 
to help t hemseh es and help 
sell tne idea of a tourist 
tram from Webster 
$pnn 0 to Bald Knob and 
from elk ms to Bald Knob 

sfesssl 

and down Elk River, thr 
Salt Sulphur Well* anJ 
Baths restorrd and a dolly 
fourtai train from Wrhatrr 
Vtinf to fold Knob No 
«wv man tin oo *n> iroug 
without the help of thr 
|»opkr | aak your help' 

ShawH, 

0 f “Shetgff* Gmt 



Asking Politicians To 
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Virgnu 
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gilndi i 
of my I 
which I 

broken. 
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v nvnn anti 
brother. R K Given and 
ftf F.U»ck) Tho entrance 
In ( 4 M anti halt! Knob ww 
a dream of beautv by w»mc 
ycaityg architect, empkiyed 
by Grief and !>aily It was a 
monument of grief in 
c*%n«m«tton. a paramount 
o i beauty for the tourist. 


Salt Sulphur Wells and 
Baths restored and a daily 
tourist train from Webster 
Springs to Bald Knob. Ntf 
one man can oo anyimttg 
without the help of the 
people...! ask your help! 

Sincerely, 

D.P "Sheriff" Given 
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Consider Youth-CCC’s 
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of nati 
splendor 
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broken, 
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thing in 
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through 
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Continued From Page 9 

anr human and logical, it 
would appropriate money 
and pa all these uncm 
phmd people to work, 
nrbuaiimg the flood towns 
of WV However. it is not 
(Irsr that the federal 
firMrrnmmt ts not going to 
hifftnk the appropriate 
Mr Much 1 cm pruvklr 
am thr man stair aa 
•Sr mpA C CC~% and NY A 

va tfu IP's Thi IS is what we 
ami ad tJk nuM have 

is saw*. |9frt haonn 
ManN t an a attending 



youths. It has been a new 
style of writing, like steak 
sauce poured over my 
fountain pen; like ketchup, 
mustard or lettuce on the 
burger. It isn’t so, writing 
style is a dish by itself. (Jim 
Comstock - WV HiUMh) 

A guod cook know? bow to 
combine cooking elements 
in the right amount at the 
right timr with the r*ehf 
tcmivrarurc. so this writer 
and tttcro has itnved to 
match w%»r«h and wnfeteo 

to put thr pdiistui Vi the 
tvwsncJ to 4%«fcs|%h* my 
•has Ort% thswh, 
im|U\ wswiiasssi 
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What A Ride 


I stop at Jimmy's Esso (a 
local gas station) amid 
congratulations and some 
serious doubts about 
future runs. The fog was so 
thick from Cherry Falls to 
Bergoo you could cut it 
with a knife. At the 
crossing one mile below 
Bergoo, a few white faced 


IVHlrr maiden run* ot the distinctivi 

N~ro-rvi the Wefctrr Randolph Scenic train head 

■nrW rVi'«t Railroad with a sell-out largest 1 

mi kv! the Caw $cem» crowd si* weeks in steam ei 

iikvwi .» iwir maiden advance. A fantastic short clamoring 

ru of the Webster nde on Fnday. April 30, by taking the 

wiofc'h Svrnu Railrvad. 2700 school children and behind s 

? are mom os the return teachers, the black billows 

•from Sian- Fork byway ot' smoke, the whistle, the 

Cheat Junction to bell—a recreation of the 

‘ * J ’ 19th century transporta¬ 

tion system. 

The town was spruced. 

The local people had spent 
much time and many hours 
and was well organised for 

the big day wht_._1J 

--, say, "Welcome aboard the 

and outstanding 'Salt Sulphur Special’.” 


sprinkle of real railroad gracefully. Only three 
buffs (approximately 40), short days ago their lives 
civic clubbers, nature tails and heads were high in 
lovers, railroad executives, the air on the verge of 
legislators, and state stampede from the effects 
senators, all determined to of the steam, black billows 
ild have a real good time. It of smoke, and the shrill 
had been a big weekend for whistle of Heisler #6, for 
Webster County. The local the crossing. I stopped at 
people really had the "red Horton’s Store fora few fat 
carpet’ ’ out with local dvic Blue Ribbon cigars. He had 
organizations presenting sold completely out to the 
Webster County’s state- tourists on Saturday and 
wide nature tours, with Sunday, 

lectures, barn dances, ramp By the time 1 passed the 
feeds, and a full three days #4 mine, the fog had 
of recreation for our out of cleared and there were 

county and out of sure many campers and 

visitors. They had all fishermen all along the 
enjoyed the train ride in river. 1 noticed one 

many pictures and gentleman drinking water 

recordings of sounds of from a creek on the left- 

steam all along Elk River hand side of (he road. You 

from Webster Springs to could now see the snow 
Slaty Fork. They had lines about half-way up the 
listened to the ’’best music mountains. 1 passed a small 
in the world.” the brass bell cemetery below the road, a 
ringing, the whistle sounds big buck deer was eating 
of a "whtpporwtll", the dry grass from around one of 

river, an echo as you pass the markers, he made 

through a gorge or deep about six long jumps into 

cut. The full steam ahead. the natural habitat or 

the photo rounds, a whirling hardwood timber and his 
cloud of smoke and steam. white tail vanished. 1 

cameras clicking away, a continued up Elk across 
rewarding justification for the Pocahontas Count. 
Webster County and its line and headed aero*-.- Mt 


the Chesapeake and 
Otac Railroad and our 
fjaa. 1 destination—Cass. 
a«tk their tanious switch- 
Ekii and 12 Vi miles of 
mrrv grades and unequaled 





and mop 

rhe end of the boarding 


Maryland Railroad bridge, house for water. On top 
there is about one inch of the water tank is about fo 


the slickest ice 1 ever tons of coal besides what u 
encountered on a highway. in the regular bin in 
Two house trailers on this preparation for our long 
side of the bridge and a journey to Cass. 


McCleen tractor jack- We leave Slaty Fork at 
knifed on the other side. 9:35 a.m. with 200 lbs *of 
The road had been steam with whistles 
completely blocked; a state blowing everything, id full 
road grader, and a load of capacity. Some an 
salt cleared the road and 1 doubt whether we 
journeyed on to the Slaty make it up Mt. Airy 
Fork Railroad yard. "Doc" seven empty car 
Carlson had old Heisler #6, caboose and 13 pe 
snorting, smoking, and Stewart Swink, a 
steaming They are shifting brakeman, loses his 
to the main tracks, getting during the first 1,000 








Hh i i ^ 




ro»U*od. m«u 


C*». w # ,. ^ 

•' 4 *• 3* w»rt» iMtiom up »o |Qf^ 

— - "" 



.... ,.. , 

^•WTlwlfW rVOUfT "O 
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lUiirxmJ net txir maiden 
of (hr Webster 
|Ufeh>fc'h Scenic Railrmd 
IV *it now on (he return 
P*r frven Slaty Fork l*y «V 
j«f Cknr Junction to 
(Who «nd (hr mrrrvhjinge 
(he (Wnkr and 
CMmo AaslrvaaJ end our 
tut*! ir«ifu(lDA-0»i. 
•**& Utrumjm switch- 

Wti and I2M mrira of 

i |r»4n end urrqsjahd 
m weather 
owl tun ding 
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compktcU on oaiurday and 
Sunday, May 1 and 2, rhe 
maiden runt of the 

Wehatrr-Randofph Scenic 

Railroad with a sell-out 
crowd six weeks in 
advance. A fantastic short 
nde on Friday, Apnl 30, by 
2700 school children and 
teachers, the black billows 
of smoke, the whistle, the 
bell—a recreation of the 
19th century transporta¬ 
tion system 

The town was spruced 
The local people had spent 
much nmc and many hours 
and was well orpmued for 
(hr big day when we could 
say. **Wckorar dx*rd the 
"Salt Sulphur Special ” 
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What A Ride! 


_ __ \ and 2 . the 

maidrn run* of th 

WrKtrr Randolph Scenic 

R.tlr.wd w»tf» a sellout 
eka in 

aJv*n v r A fantastic short 

f>dr on f ndav AihiI 10, by 

:7vV w.Kxd children and 
rrwchrr*. the black billows 
M mv'kr thr whistle. the 
vf—« rr\ reatK'n oi the 
O^h century rrans|v>rta- 


The rown was spruced, 
r loot! people had spent 
arh ante and many hours 
f tra* well orpuuaed for 
bat day when we could 
Welcome aboard the 
* Sulphur Special’.” 



out laiuoua waici. Ji A aevut 

car newly painted, clean, 

distinctive open car tourist 
train headed by the world’s 
largest 100 ton Heisler 
steam engine — people 
clamoring lor scats, many 
taking their very first ride 
behind steam, a mixed 
variation of passengers, 
newsmen, radio and 
television people, a 
sprinkle of real railroad 
buffs (approximately 40), 
civic clubbers, nature 
lovers, railroad executives, 
legislators, and state 
senators, all determined to 
have a real good time. It 
had been a big weekend for 
Webster County. The local 
people really had the "red 
carpet" out with local dvic 
organizations presenting 
Webster County’s state¬ 
wide nature tours, with 
lectures, bam dances, ramp 
feeds, and a full three days 
of recreation for our out of 
county and out of state 
visitors They had all 
enjoyed the train ride in 
many pictures and 
recordings of sounds of 
•team all along Elk River 
from We hater Springs to 
Slaty Fork They had 
ItMitirvi to thr "brat music 
•n the wsrfld." thr brass bell 


wuik wan iicaUcMUsyajuaL 

I stop at Jimmy’s Esso (a 

local gas station) amid 
congratulations and some 
serious doubts about 
future runs. The fog was so 
thick from Cherry Falls to 
Bergoo you could cut it 
with a knife. At the 
crossing one mile below 
Bergoo, a few white faced 
cattle were grazing 
gracefully. Only three 
short days ago their lives 
tails and heads were high in 
the air on the verge of 
stampede from the effects 
of the steam, black billows 
of smoke, and the shrill 
whistle of Heisler #6, for 
the crossing. I stopped at 
Horton’s Store for a few fat 
Blue Ribbon cigars. He fad 
sold completely out to the 
tourists on Saturday and 
Sunday. 

By the time 1 passed the 
#4 mine, the fog had 
cleared and there were 
many campers and 
fishermen all along the 
river. I noticed one 
gentleman drinking water 
from a creek on the left- 
hand side of the road. You 
could now see the snow¬ 
lines about halt-wav up the 
mountains I passed a small 
cemetery below the road, a 
Kg bm k deer was eating 
grass tr*»n» around one of 
the markers, he made 
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Airy. «h*re 219 
under the Wcitern 
MartUnd Railroad bridge, 
there u about one inch of 
the darkest ice I ever 
mcuuntrerd iw • highway. 
T«v hwMj*c trailers on this 
lair at the bridge and a 
McOren fractor jack- 
knrfcd on the ocher side. 
The road had been 
as apktdy blocked; a statr 


urn 

road grader, and a load of 


•aA dmrrd the road and I 

^ * 

iNfsotd on to the Slaty 

'' ' : 

femk Radeoad yard. “Doc" 

«..i 

Carbon had old Messier *6. 

-t.l 

m isrywg. smoking, and 

* io* 

arm amg They are shifting 


•o -Sr mas* tracks, grtrmg 


tv«.lv lot • Mir luim^ward 

"Cheat Junction" and scop 

at the end of the boarding 
house for water. On top of 
the water tank is about to ur 
tons of coal besides what is 
in the regular bin in 
preparation for our long 
journey to Casa. 

We leave Slaty Fork at 
9:35 a m. with 200 lbs.*of 
steam with whistles 
blowing everything, » full 
capacity. Some are in 
doubt whether we can 
make it up Mt. Airy with 
seven empty cars, a 
caboose and 13 people. 
Stewart Swtnk, a f 1 *** 
brake-man. loses his ptpe 
during the first 1,000 feet 
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__Only 86 Miles From Flatwoods To Cass Qr 

'^ 1 1 ' ___aUo m spend the afternoon ? the Skidmore'* 1 . ,, 


a fit md a food 


Sii'wV IWhur. 

anJ Vl rhater It t* the social 
nn ,l of the week, and 
every boh has a good time 
The* •ell. buy and trade 
The* have been at it »o long 
they are no longer 
xmafrur* They are all 
hwie» and competition 
to one another. A sale, a 
social event, a WV 
horoncai event by the real 
mountaineers of WV. 

You pass Holly Gray 
ftrk. Braxton County's 4- 
H Club grounds and 
Braxton Counry's airport 
and home of Sutton Lions 
Club and Braxton Count- 


y » yearly homecoming. At 
the upper end of the 
airport, you take the Dyer 
Hill Road to Braxton 
County's beautiful mar¬ 
oon, shell-pink red brick 
health center. Next you 
pass the Morrison United 
Methodist Church, black 
top entrance, brick patio 


gauge passenger train, also 
B&lO Railroad passenger 
train, from Clarksburg to 
Richwood. Next you pass 
the High Knob Methodist 
Church and cemetery built 
in 1890 and rebuilt in 
1950-home church of 
Braxton County's honored 
citizen Wilkie Dennison of 


mspend a^ a srY n oi & 

you arc a boat trao . ^ )eTV ^ e Station, across me 
pass Thompson*, Holly WV Liquor 

Hole campsite. Thompson. an{ j Chevrolet 

a coal stripper and builder =1 light is 

aasSERss sk t- 


top entrance, brick patio ctazen wiikic 
with four picnic tables with Cowcn, farmer, commun- 
benches. a beautiful well- jty newspaper reporter, 
kept cemetery amid an oak builder of f 
grove, a great setting for a Although a stone s throw 
country church. You fromjhe Mount Hebron 
journey on past the United Mejhodtst Church 
Newville Road, home of 
Tom Gillespie, fanner, 
logging contractor anda oid Turnpike "to 

»»i.o me chu, e h HiB h 


DOUgcvui * - 

Webster County native. 
You pass the New Hope 
Church of Diana, a 
people’s church paid tor 
and erected by the citizens 
of Diana. When you stop at 
Bruffy's Store for gas and 


right on 15 South 
Hamrick's Restaurant and 
Service Station. You come 
back to the stop light take 
State Route 20 and v estate 
on your way to Valley 
Head. You pass the old 


on the Corley-Caress 
Road, he hitch-hikes or 
walks the V/i miles 


jre for gas and Head. You Fass ui 

as.°a , si^ss su«i 
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bon 28. 72 

mile* 1 
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i October 


Knob. You pass Ander¬ 
son's Taxidermy. Mr. 
Anderson is really a 
carpenter. 1 don’t know 
how he ever wound up 
being a saviour for big game 
hunters. You approach 
Holly Junction headwaters 
of the Sutton Dam, where 
both forks of Holly come 
together. Six years ago, a 
railroad hub and busy 
depot when the narrow 
gauge passenger train out of 
Webster Springs made 
connection with the B&.0 
passenger trains out of 
Richwood to Clarksburg. 
It is now underwater and 
the site is known as 
Kanawha Run Trading 
Post. A country store, 
where people from all over 
the U.S. park their boats 
during winter season. It is 
now run by Shirley and Jim 
Bright. This is a good place 


Springs Turnpike, and 
Cool’s Country Store, and 
the Diana Post Office, 
opposite Basil Cutlip s 
hometown park. Mr 
Cutlip takes great pride in 
his job as park superin¬ 
tendent. You are now 26 
miles on your way to the 
86-mile trip to visit the 


Roebuck Store, ana you 
sec an excellent motel with 
reasonable prices, the 
Mineral Springs Motel. On 
the left is City Hall a 
wealth of information 
including a full list of high 
school graduate pictures of 
all Wesbter Springs High 
School, before consolida¬ 
tion. You turn around, 


brown, z 
you kno’ 
•ray. 

You 
Head, y 
219 an. 
#55, a 

pass t 


86-mile trip to visit the non. You turn arouna. 
Cass Scenic Railroad, and9 come ^ack to Sears 


miles out of Webster 
Springs, sometimes called 
Puzzle Hole because of 
Webster’s three big 
mountains: Miller, Point 
and McGuire. You have to 
go downhill to get into 
Webster Springs and uphill 
to get out. 

You are now 35 miles on 
your 86 miles to Cass. You 
are in Webster County, 


come uja ^ 

Roebuck and stop, enter 
the Court House lawn, and 
help yourself to natural salt 
sulphur water, which some 
say tastes like rotten eggs. 
You continue south on 20 
past the Go-Mart which 
serves delicious sandwich¬ 
es, Charlie Skidmore s 
Service Station. Foodland 
and Jimmy's Exxon ^ou 
pass the entrance *“ 


are in Webster County, pass me 
Webster Springs, county Parcoal Barton, row* «; 
seat; 559 square miles; Curtin Lumbe r 






waro IP* 

939; Mayor Cassandra coal town. You "Ontmue 
Given; a small town with across Pomt 

down to earth people. As always besh ? a.rjog^a 
youyn.yrd*cityc«jl 

ber. You stop at the 

_country store and pos' 

.-.tv..-, at Montcrville 
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—Only 86 Miles I 


Continued From 1 

like Ripley's Believe It or 
V* Uwnjj. trucktng and 
^milling 15 the chief 
vobtevi h ** the social 
fjchmng place for farmers 
wiling timber Sometimes 
tfcrv go back to the horse 
uui K**v dav*. cross cut 
««t, hone* »n«esd of bull 
Joccrv anJ trains instead 
of trucks and tractor 
srsden Cogar's Restaurant 
m full of hardworking. 
kMBt people and a good 
pkr id «Pf> <br a country 
■ril at fvawiuhk prices 
If row are mtrfnfcJ in 
mttgwoi. «anf> at Tommy 
Auction Houtr 
TVn pda* mit Saturday 


roaht at 7 p m. from five V's Y«=>rl V h. 
counties in WV: Upshur. the upper 
Lewis. Braxton. Gilmer, airport, yoi 
and Webster. It is the social Hill Roac 
event of the week, and County’s 
everybody has a good time. oon, shell- 
Thev sell, buy and nade. health cer 
They have been at it so long pass die h 
they are no longer Methodist 
amateurs. They are all top entTat 
business and competition with tour | 
to one another. A sale, a benches, i 
social event, a WV kept ceme 
historical event by the real fc* 0 '** * * 
mountaineers of WV country 

You p*ss Holly Gray journey 
fork. Braxton County's 4- Nrwville 
H Club grounds and Tom G 
Braxton County's airport togging c 
and home of Sutton Lions great «< 
Oub and Braxton Count* Midland 
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6 Miles From Flatwoods To' 


•*to 


pm from hvc 

i wv t»p«Hur. 
i, Otlmrr, 
»(Hr vHul 
»<crk. mJ 
• good time 
r And rr*ic 
I otllao Wing 
no longer 
THrv are all 
i comretmon 


A mit 


WV 


t WV 

loJhr Cm 
kvxt'i 4- 
mit and 
r>i mu j v wi 


\ s yearly homcvomlr^. At 
the upfrr end of the 
airport, you fake the Dyer 
Hill Road to Braxton 
County a beautiful mar- 
vx>n. shell-pink red brick 
health center. Next you 
pass the Morrison United 
Methodist C-hurch, black 
top entrance, brick patio 
with tour pteme tables with 
benches, a beautiful well- 
kept cemetery amid an oak 
grove, a great setting for a 
country church. You 
journey on past the 
Newville Road, home of 
Tom Gillespie, farmer, 
k^fipng contractor and a 
gTrjr step on the WV 
MiJUnd Railroad narrow 


gauge passenger train, also 
B&.O Railroad passenger 
train, from Clarksburg to 
Richwood. Next you pass 
the High Knob Methodist 
Church and cemetery built 
in 1890 and rebuilt in 
1950—home church of 
Braxton County’s honored 
citizen Wilkie Dennison of 
Co wen, farmer, commun¬ 
ity newspaper reporter, 
builder of fi ddl es. 
Although a stone’s throw 
from the Mount Hebron 
United Methodist Church 
on the Corley-Caress 
Road, he hitch-hikes or 
walks the 1 Vi miles on the 
old Braxton Turnpike to 
his home church at High 
Knob. You pass Ander¬ 
son’s Taxidermy. Mr. 
Anderson is really a 
carpenter. I don’t know 
how he ever wound up 
being a saviour for big game 
hunters. You approach 
Holly Junction headwaters 
of the Sutton Dam, where 
both forks of Holly come 
together Six years ago. a 
railroad hub and busy 
drput when the narrow 
passenger tram out of 
Webster Springs made 
contrition with the R6aO 
tram* out of 
'inkaixd to Clarksburg 
* is non uftdrf water and 

h* uir ia known u 



to spend the afternoon if 
you are a boat trader. You 
pass Thompson’s, Holly 
Hole campsite. Thompson, 
a coal stripper and buildei 
of Harrison County’s supei 
Bridgeport mall, is a formei 
Webster County native 
You pass the New Hop 
Church of Diana, 
people’s church paid fc 
and erected by the citizer 
of Dia na. When you stop i 
Bruffy’s Store for gas an 
oil, you turn the comer an 
you are on State Routes 1 
and 20, and the Webst 
Springs Turnpike, at 
Cool’s Country Store, at 
the Diana Post Offic 
opposite Basil Cutlip 
hometown park. V 
Cutlip takes great pride 
his job as park super 
tendfcnt. You are now 
miles on your way to 
86-mile crip to visit 
Cass Scenic Railroad, an 
miles out of Wcb< 
Spnngs, sometimes ca 
Puzzle Hole because 
Webster's three 
mountains: Miller. B 
and McGuire. You hav 
go downhill to get 
Webster Springs and uc 


Yvhi Are now b nuic 

v«ur 86 miles ini au 
are in Webster lorn 
Wrtmcrr Springs, cou 


_ 4W. Mayor i mm and 

awiwt MM*m It la Ctwm, a small town wi 

iv* h Tltuln <aJ baa down to earth roupi* < 

k* TVa asaMkiUivs you ourf thm aaJ+** 
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Ftarrison County'* • u P cr 
.n Rn*kirfxirt mall. i» «former 

\\d»irt Count v native, 
rd You |v»« the New Hop** 
L * Church of Piana. # 
-k probe's church p»‘d * or 
r arvi emted by the dtiiens 
,yl\sru When you stop at 
. Rruftv* Store for gas and 
n ,»!. you turn the corner and 
s > k %i are on State Routes 15 
» *vd 20. and the Wehster 
r Springs Turnpike, and 
GooJ’t Country 1 Store, and 
thr rVana F\>*t Office. 
tppMitr Basil Cutlip's 
humrtoan park Mr 
Cuffcp takes great pride in 
has job as park supenn- 
MttJrm You are now 26 
■4n cm rour way to the 
86wir trip to vtait the 
i mm Venae Railroad, and 9 
•ska owl of Webster 
Verp wnrtum caJIrd 
Kuk Hair knar of 
Vrkiitf's three big 
amMBM MiBrr. fViani 
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.hr thick Fork Hk K<-, on 
thr left i. P»t Skidmore. 
Service Station, across the 
street the WV Liquor 
Store and Chevrolet 
Garage. At the stop light is 
Murl’s Restaurant. Turn 
right on 15 South is 
Hamrick’s Restaurant and 
Service Station. You come 
hack to the stop light, take 
State Route 20 and you are 
on your way to Valley 
Head. You pass the old 
Webster Springs Hotel, the 
Kink, turn right at the Scars 
Roebuck Store, and you 
see an excellent motel with 
reasonable prices, the 
Mineral Springs Motel. On 
the left is City Hall, a 
wealth of information 
including a full list of high 
school graduate pictures of 
all Wcsbtcr Springs High 
School, before consolida- 
non. You turn around, 
come back to Sears 
Roebuck and stop, enter 
thr Court House lawn, and 
help yourself to natural salt 
sulphur water, which some 
say taalca tike rotten cgg\ 
You continue south on 20 
psst the Go- Mart which 
serves Jet* urns «an Jwich 
e%. CKarlle Skidmore's 
Srtisr Station. RhsImwI 
and Iwuni i U»4«i You 
«m «h» entrance to 


Continued From Pa 

Randolph County, p 
tion 28, 734 and 
miles 1,046.34, he 
Guy Kump, great gc 
of 1935 and Wally 
i960. How man< 
historical points is 
nationally for the 
state Forest Festi 
yearly, the first 
October when Ja 
has turned the I 
brown, auburn r 
you know winter 
way. 

You come u 
Head, you turn 
219 and Scenic 
#55, one-half i 
pass the Vail 






•— , Mr LlV.-r-* «.rcr.n 

.«> kr**m «-n.4rn» T« ,h r 

• iMjnd up mile* •** v ° f j 

-nr-.-. h < — s ,«* R«af««J. 

NhJwWrr* mile. .»■< *'» Wrh ?J , 

m . fwrr ^nnr »«w«in>" 

J». ..«tw rSmlc Mv»r , «'» u * c t of 

v t VI rh«ter'a three Mg 

J Km mminiiMn* MilWf. IV>ini 
*!•»»>»• «TkJ \f. Ouflf* You HWI lo 
nm»(4 JimtihiU r%» get into 

mftjr U rUtrt *iuluj4ull 

r Mb O Hi* get >«ut 

■mi »< Vt^i mc now IS nuln on 

£6 miles to Cm* You 
w ami *r in Webster County, 
i* *.» U rtmtrr Kprings. county 

*• 4 "QX. ^ W Kjuarc nulcs, 

tMft. DQpttUtiun l«t» than 

Mnuf Cu»«ndn 
^ * ! * Cwwm. a small town with 
fcil* Aj»« «o earth people As 

Ipha toiMf the cm inJaoM 


>J0 : 

Sn 

, 



hool urndimtc pictures of 
all Wrsbtrr Spring High 
Shml, before consolida- 
don. You turn around, 
come back to Sears 
Roebuck and atop, enter 
the Court Houae lawn, and 
help yourself to natural salt 
aulphur water, which some 
aay tuatca like rotten egjp. 
Yihi continue south on 20 
|UM the Go-Mart which 
aerven delicious sandwich' 
es. Charlie Skidmore's 
Service Station, Foodland 
and Jimmy’s Exxon. You 
pass the entrance to 
P*rcoal. Barton. Pardee 6c 
Curtin Lumber Com pany 

1 Nvr'll VnoU InmKrr J anJ“ 

coal town. You continue 

across Point Mountain. 

always fresh air, fog and 
cool nights through June. 
July, August and Septem¬ 
ber. You stop at the 

country store and post 
office at Montcrville. 
Gateway to Pickens, and 
Helvetia, where Dr 
Cunningham, treated a lost 
cause fc* leprosy, and The 
Rat Place, a new ski facility 
for Webster County 
You arc now in 
t«4lOnunl Ob Page IS 





The Country Store 
And Loafers Gawk! 


December 29, 1965 
January 1966 has rolled 
around and one should be 
writing about the history at 
1965, but somehow 1 
wander to Camp Caesar 
where farmers gather to 
butcher. 1 haven’t been 
over this fall, therefore l 
have no fresh sausage or 
bacon and the liver we used 
to throw away. 1 remember 
the last time 1 helped 
U.reher someone asked 


years later, 1 would be a 
member of the West 
Virginia Legislature, 
writing for newspapers 
appearing on TV and 
radio—much less running 
for Congress. 

Far be it from me to try 
and turn back the clock. 
Civilized men make 
progress. We never stand 
still— we travel by 707 


Only 86 Miles To Cass 


From 14 

' County. popuLa- 

>r » 2S. 734 and square 
grt— |j>K> 34. home of 

Cbi kump great governor 
at 1935 and Wally Bam>n. 
JOtC How manv great 
^g.yi.-ai points is known 
woorulh tar the yearly 
tote Forest Festival held 
ywlv. the first week in 
October when Jack Frost 
(as turned the leaves to 
brown, auburn reds, and 
you know winter is on its 
nr 

You come to Valley 
Head, you turn south on 
219 and Scenic Highway 
*55. one-half mile, you 
past the Valley Head 


Restaurant, and Mingo 
named after the Indian 
tribe. A number of Indian 
statues are scattered 
throughout this area and 
they hold a yearly Wool 
Festival. You cross the 
famous Cheat Mountain, 
11 miles to a sign pointing 
to Snowshoe. You stop at 
the Big Spring Restaurant 
and Store, and Ski Barn, 
Gateway to Snowshoe and 
Silver Creek ski ranges and 
the Cass Scenic Railroad. 
You take secondary route 
9, ‘A mile passing the Big 
Spring Presbyterian 
Church. You will see about 
10-12 horses in a field 
which belongs to the 152- 


room motel located at the 
Gateway to Snowshoe and 
Silver Creek ski ranges. A 
sign says Whistlepunk Inn, 

6 miles, you continue on to 
thorny Flat Road, 
secondary rock base, 1/3 
crossing Cheat Mountain, 

7 miles to Buck Mt. Road, 
secondary VA miles to 
Cass. You have now 
completed the 86 miles 
from 1-79 Flatwoods in 
Braxton County, to 
Pocahontas County, and 
Cass. You are ready to ride 
the' Cass Scenic Railroad, 
which schedules, price of 
tickets, and other 
information appears in this 
paper. 







Only 86 Miles To Cass 


- 1 ttum IVtfr I 4 

O mm**. 

7*4 «oJ ^r«rr 
|,^6 M. Some of 
| Cm <"”»< gosernoc 

^ l4H«vj Wally Barron. 
UQ0 K»« many great 
Itawnoii pomts ts known 
»»«u < tor thr yearly 
c»v Fwmt Festival held 
Barfv. dir tint «ieck in 
Qetofcrr when Jack Frost 
kaa fumed (hr leaves to 
bnjwn. auburn reds, and 
krvr» winter is on its 


You coate to Valley 
Head, you turn south on 
219 and Scenic Highway 
one-half mile, you 
P«» thr Valley Head 


Restaurant, and Mingo 
named after thr Indian 
tribe A number of Indian 
statues are scattered 


throughout this area and 
they hold a yearly Wool 
Festival. You cross the 
famous Cheat Mountain, 
11 miles to a sign pointing 
to Snowshoc. You stop at 
the Big Spring Restaurant 
and Store, and Ski Barn, 
Gateway to Snowshoc and 
Silver Creek ski ranges and 
the Cass Scenic Railroad. 
You take secondary route 
9, X A mile passing the Big 
Spring Presbyterian 
('hurch. You will see about 
10-12 horses in a field 
which belongs to the 152- 


ruom motel located K 
Gateway to Snuwthne m \d 
Silver Creek ski ranges A 
sign says Whist lepunk Inn. 

6 miles, you continue on to 
thorny Flat Road, 
secondary rock base, 1/3 
crossing Cheat Mountain. 

7 miles to Buck Mt. Road, 
secondary' miles to 
Cass. You have now 
completed the 86 miles 
from 1-79 Harwoods in 
Braxton County, to 
Pocahontas County, and 
Cass. You are ready to ride 
the Cass Scenic Railroad, 
which schedules, price of 
tickets, and other 
information appears in this 
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The Country Store 
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The Country Store 
And Loafers Gawk! 


OrvrmKrr |<*>5 

Un oarv l'*f*» ha* reeled 
ground and one should be 
wring iKwi the history of 

but iiw\fho» l 
*Mvict to Camp Caesar 
• Srrr farmers gather to 
hotvhrr I haven't been 
k ^rr th«s M. therefore l 
Nmv no fresh sausage or 
h*.\m wJ the liver st used 
^ ilkfosr tssv I remember 
i Nr bt time I helped 
hmfttfc**. asiMOtv askrd 
■r tf t Kai «nv r ss r oce 

made 


* a am df muff. 1 foe 10 
ffisn my father's 
pmcrwl gotr Wr hail 

«fru you alrJ 

i t i*.tm N am hxs to till 
via rd hsah sfurrrths 1 
y is «i<d thr farmers 

I Ufa «WK dM uad 
isiau. Ual 1‘o^n 
■ • I Udf usj «mh 

v m.|p *** • swU •* dl ad 
ic iftaa a jarf ar «uh 

iMwff t# I tby 

Man f svaU* * *rl' 

atiy fn» aha W «s gnalitWt 


years later, l would be a 
member of the West 
Virginia Legislature, 
writing for newspapers, 
appearing on TV and 
radio—much less running 
for Congress. 

Far be it from me to try 
and turn back the clock. 
Civilized men make 
progress. We never stand 
still—we travel by 707 
Bocng Jet from New York 
to London tn eight hours. I 

traveled this year frenrn 

Oregon in fh Hours This 
country t» on the move and 
that's as it should Kr 

The modern ttore 
today—you stand n Ime. 
grab a cart, w hi than ^ 
around in a mate ot 
truer nr*, filling you* cart 
as you *>—everything ** 
already packaged hnj 
•tttf m sleek and a** samd 
a» bn seam as pn 

TV »««*« *»*• •« 

-*»-*• a* 






mwT rrr«n ipurmr^ i 
realty fhr farmers 

I Icnrfi «h*th one psrd 
Rftv h*>»t Mail hnxh m 
RTTWit'i Muir and rs* h 
wi«mh «4»n w*f»l snuff and 
hrm thfv trusted me with 
«M»fi **»lrts Ihry 
knew ! VOVUr*! trll 
w»i"w ekw how mot h they 
uwd ot «hM kind 
It «w pkwsant to wctvc 
thr farmrr—to take hit 
f #» tttwmc. NUviivIp- 
rxmi bargained and bartered 
•d thr farmer gkH what he 
• •Mf J »n the exact 
Mount Working in the 
mmr dunng high tdbooloo 
Su\#\i«r% »4» a pleasure. 
TVi asked me 

ahoui fwthall and why I 
rknvd such a stlhr game 
TVr wo men came by 
hcnafwik wtth a sadesad- 
St I always put the 
farfw» on thr tsdrsaddlc 
wd kwiprd the women get 
*u A usually rw*sting the 
Ipnr i cad t» make sure 
«r* git a gaud Mart, never 
.Ja m s m an g that someday 


around in a 
groceries, filling your cart 
as you go—everything is 
already packaged You 
ser ve as clerk and you stand 
in line again &> pay. 

Thf you on girl, arc 
walking the Mrccu with 
Hue. (Unit, and purple hair 
My. h <>w times have 
changed I think III g cf * 
wig -my hold head getr 
cold during winter. 

Women wear starp- 
pointed high-heeled shoes 
which arc certainly not 
built for comfort—looks 
like some women need to 
use a pencil sharpener in 
order to get theta tocsin the 
shoes. 

They’ve moved the 
hemline on women’s 
dressed up a notch and it’s 
the style to show the 
kneecap. This doesn't 
make the women more 
attractive—it amply makes 
the snort corner loafer 
gawk! 
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have wr 
approvec 


WV 26 

R. Given. You Given, this writer being on my mother*s lap. The $15 do 
nother. The only others are my brothers and sisters. you a d» 

D. P. " Sheriff*> b ’ 




Another Railroad 
Paper Has 
Come And Gone 


Another all-time rail- 

rood Hxivtturr of class 
distinction has been 

pnntnJ and in circulation 
rVr» nmc has come and 
#’nr. »hat 5 sjuJ t* said, 
and sK»i ts done ta done In 
that the closing of a 
h—i-eaial railnwd lumber 
tw mf wn *• dedicated to 
*mk**ml both and West 

lW autwi and history I 
have •mm nil] not hr 
a rf M so d he all of you. If 


na wiM I irH t hr onr and 
dhei avfl dnar For 
A a y taosni. my 
iUw» a Df Mwttlf 


trv 

*•* n* f * 4,^, 


phone num her is 847- 

5841 

For years I have adopted 
the philosophy of fun, 
endeavoring to work at and 
trying to show others the 
funnv side of life, because 
there ts so much sadness, so 
many heartaches and so 
many other duties that take 
up your time I have used 
this philosophy on radio, 
television. and daily life. 

And so with these 
C losing remarks, {hope this 
historical railroad news 
|isprf has said %c«nrf hmg 
chat you will hkr and 
cheywh tf to. let me know 
fVase thi» s opr m your 
*str khrmry. BiNr. or attic 
It esaaid hr us e ful in the 


Was Mi •swum , 
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1‘Vlie alcly undertaken would be the clearing ol term 
slash to eliminate lire haunt*. An observation 
l bv tower near the top of the mountain ha* Wfh 
1 Na . priority. lor the use of both s>ghue«r» and 
rcc „. photographer.. Some old railroad ear*. o«* 
, hanl used as logger camp*, would probably be reao- 
part valcd and placed in service, 
tour- In an article published in the Sunday Gaaett*- 
Mail State Magazine ol May 14. 1*1. I 
lirces. that the problem would *eem to be. alter the 
was railway gets into operation, not to attract taw- 
Cass isls, but to find sufficient living quarters wmA 
scour- food for them alter their arrival. Thin forecast 


Business in Cass 

Scenic railroad is keeping everybody busy. 

BY WILLIAM C. BLIZZARD 


Thus 

Theodor 


Although 


Service ol the Methodist Church, a 
was making ami serving pies sad 
and distributing soli drinks In tb* 
































WILDLIFE 


MUSEUM 


Blackhurst's stuffed animal 


popular spot. 


WSCS lad. 


lies prepare refreshments to 


tourist*. 


V°r migW lry the He is ri‘ 

“ t arl ‘" t0 . n ' or foyer, up the mo, 
ept. of Agriculture’s anxious to 

fa'u.rwflHh? l,me ' aml i, 

le and Dunmore i , ‘ he lr 

f. visitors travel" In | CrCCk 

V‘ ,h beeches anS £ k ' * t n; ‘ 

*1 »«J plastic. W E ^ v;,n 

eocher, taxidermist! S'"* " in 


5'c Shay pushes the nalcars 
icryonc crowds to the sides 
and photograph the scenery" 
i some ancient railroad cars 
uped for six months at a 
creation they had was poker 

i “P thc Srade at Leather- 

•'eads up at fw[ anU 

* k lr< “"- Hlnckhurst wittily 
h '' sutnewhat distorted WtJ 
give Jollity nn ,| f ricmmncM 


1 1 
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Wf JN* 
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1 1 
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■1 ri# 
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stranger, just shake 
yourself. We don't w 
Blackburst is an t 
set up about 173 mot 


magnificent 
paying over 


ancient railroad cars 
nTlhey had was poker 


dents of Tennessee and N'ortli 
id out in the Great Smokies, 
a most popular tourist attrac¬ 
ting of a nuisance, and even 
■autious. The black bear could 
ist asset if allowed to multiply 


Carolina 


up mountain, tourists get off 


id stretch legs. Some bring out picnic lunches and take lot, 
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Store. Charleston entrepreneur 


Exterior of Cass Country 


State’s largest tourist spot 
finally getting some necessary 
improvements and there are more 
on the board as soon as money 
is available. 

» SSSHSSSs 

S HfeSgSS. 

ant? ’Stag Civil-War payrolls. 

3 S5s 

“ !i “th the Civil War, such as « K“ uln * WeSl 
s wfll Cass, and Van a Mow, anou^^ m „ lt mllM1 


WHAT’S NEW AT CASS? 


BY WILLIAM C. BLIZZARD 


Slate Road Commission will als 
remaining four or ( ‘ vc °' 

The ARA grant of $576,000 w, 
proved, and Stale Parts officios 
on the railroad work will be 
eust 17 II is probable, however 

forworkwluEe done untuned 

What will be done with the 
First, the Cass Scenic Railroad 
cd four mUes, to the lop of Bald 
so This will make the ride twic 
“resent, alttough there wdlaU 
Whittaker, the place on the m 

%hTs<Xn en of railroadI that 
be improved. Railroad shops o 


uhat is now a major West Virginia tourist at- 

^rwatine a railroad on a shoestring led to 
some maddening incidents which 
nearly catastrophes. For mst " lc ®' iter 
ington D. C , newspaper soil w a writer 
-who gave ample and av °™ bI ° 

Cass, and his story prompted W^h-ne 

tonians to make the long drive to SouUiern 
Virginia This was well and good, uniu 
^ l^omoUve oxle broke at the time of their 

The accident Injured no onc - bul a ‘L^iudo 
the railroad out of business until a new nxlo 
was located, which took no *ott scarc^ ta 


On Jsm 15, 1963. tourists traveling 
the Cm* Static Railroad on it" first 
pubV mn durovered » plemutnt fact: 
Ai advertixad, the Shay locomotive 
pUi.r.r the can *u * renuine antique. 

bn r w YMan alto dUrovcrrd an unpleas- 
ml fart TourW WommodatKins at Can* 
m, >** m aaupx a* the two-model Shay. 
TV <xj) ■») you could get a hot meal wag to 
trial you own food and roast tl in the loco- 
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/\» »averlisea, tne ftiiay locomotive 
pulling (he cars was a genuine antique. 

lint Cass visitors also discovered an unpleas¬ 
ant fact- Tourist accommodations at Cass 
were just as antique as the 1880-model Shay. 
The only wny you could get a hot meal was to 
bring your own food and roast it in the loco¬ 
motive firebox. 

lx>cal church women helped out might¬ 
ily with pies, cakes, and sandwiches, but de¬ 
mand often outstripped supply and the unhap¬ 
py tourist was left with nothing more nourish¬ 
ing than food for thought. 

In Cass, toilet facilities of the man-made va¬ 
riety were limited to those at the end of the 
un and in the old C&O depot. 

If you wished to wash away the soot and 
dors accumulated during the two-hour train 
ride, there was plenty of running water —no 
washrooms, just running water. You had a 
choice of Leatherbark Creek or the Greenbrier 
River. 

The nearest motel or hotel accommodations 
were 10 miles away at the hamlet of Boyer 
(pronounced “Bowyer”). Lodging could be 
bad there at Van’s Motel, but the eight rooms 
at Van’s were likely to be filled, and the little 
motel boasted no dining room or lunch coun¬ 
ter. The nearest place where you could buy 
’ a hot meal, in fact, was at Marlinton, about 
40 miles away. 

The net result of these several inconveni¬ 
ences was that visitors motoring home after a 
long, hot day at Cass were nearly always sun¬ 
burned. sooty, cinder-covered, hungry, irrita¬ 
ble, thirsty and dog-tired. 

The fact that 5,354 paying customers never¬ 
theless rode the Cass Scenic Railroad during 
the first five weeks of operation in 1963 is a 
glowing tribute to the hardihood of the Amer¬ 
ican tourist and the fanaticism of the railroad 
buff 

There has been a steady advance in rail¬ 
road patronage, by the way, since the Shays 
b«-gan puffing in their new role at Cass. Paid 
for 1965 show more than 18 per cent in- 
crrair over a comparable period in 1964. 

Karly mIvitm conditions at Cass wore in 
fwrt due to the desire of Pocnhonlas-County 
mum* and the Department of Natural Ue- 
Wjjk fc MOM th« railroad. . ff., t , ;is . 
with tt. and contiguous land) to get 
<■ Vrt.* Railroad tfartcd during the West 
V®***" 1 * 1 jw That goal was nc- 
“A •* ■ Wire In the spring of 
*J| h ^j* wn l oombed. iU Hhorlact* 
^ A* •omewhnt aooly ah ill tall 

intimately auto 
■ fund*, all I tough MHHtaltkm 
«•* b» lha Ikpattmmt erf 
atorwad (HeftcM ,«> 


some mauuemng inciuems wruen 

nearly catastrophes For ™ ery •*»» t 

ington, D. C„ newspaper 3 Wash ' on lh « railr 

•who gave amole ami n a w,ter ?“*t IV. it fe 

West Virginia. This was telf lL ^thern First, the Ci 
ajjjco^ouv, axle brake S 2SWS 

lbI h ralbm!i e "\ to Jr llr K' d 1,0 but » did Pul 3“ 
the raiiroad out of business until a new aSdo the run nov 

SvTind^m.? 10 ^ t0 ° k n ° Aot± ■wcMa . The =*cU 
lucky find made the search shorter) Prob- be lm prove 
ably more important than the temporary halt CaSfi wiU l 
“., 0peratl0n ^ was th e adverse impression for tourist 
made upon the long-suffering visitors from com Plete t 
the nation’s capital. om tive repair 

R appears that at long last the lean days **&$}** 
at Cass are about over, and residents of the , A \ 1110 ei 
old mill town doubUess feel that it’s none toS b ' ails w,n 
soon. It took three years from the time the s ? ruce fo) 
Sceme Railroad idea was hatched by the Cass . 

Planning Committee until the first passengers u h,ch 1 1 
were hauled. And, before track gets laid and kn ?^ L as 
earth gets moved, tt will have taken more 
than two years for federal Area Redevelopment S U 
Administration funds to be put to work at be a< 
Cass. preset 

Two years ago, the ARA was thinking of picricon 
granting the Cass Scenic Railroad over half- S-tf-v 
a-million dollars to extend the rails to the top w m be t 
of Bald Knob (elevation, 4,852 feet), and im- Bald Knt 
prove existing facilities. But the grant was de- Ultima 
layed by protests from the National Radio As- lodge sk 
tronomy Observatory at nearby Green Bank, mit 0 f B 
The scientists with the big metal ears had availabli 
built a listening post to the universev at Green that. 
Bank because the area was as quiet as a Down 
moon crater at midnight. there ha 

“No indeed,” said they, “we don’t want noisy since th 
trains and noisy people with their noisy au- owned 
mobiles. It’ll ruin our reception.” sprung i 

The observatory officials said it might be of railn 
all right to keep the Cass Scenic Railroad, but You n 
the access road would have to be relocated, hot me; 

The access road happens to be W. Va. 28, a has ren 

primary highway. it the 

The State Road Commission screamed tractive 
about that. “Can’t do it!” said Burl Sawyers, ample 
“It would cost millions!” which f 

There was a deadlock which was finally You 


broken by Sawyer’s suggestion that part of Cass C 
W. Va. 7, not W. Va. 28. be relocated. W. Va. of the 
7 is a secondary road that connects W. Va. lumber 
28 with Cass, about six miles distant. The sug- houses 
goat ion was accepted by federal authorities. re fi 
and the in ter sex* lion of \V. Va. 7 and 28 is * * 

being moved about a mile south of its present Shay ) 

| t U , I u ,n 

Thl* involved building one anti three-tenths 
mi lea of new highway *nd the job should be decora 

door by thin (oil. U u Ui be hoped that the * • 


mu 
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ptuiiv, anil oiaio raiKa ouiciMJS soy uiui Uiuti 
on the railroad work will bo received Au¬ 
gust 17. It is probable, however, that no ma¬ 
jor work will be clone until next spring. 

What will be done with the ARA grant? 
First, the Cass Scenic Railroad will be extend¬ 
ed four miles, to the top of Bald Knob, a nearly 
so. This will make the ride twice as long as at 
present, although there will still be a stop at 
Whittaker, the place on the mountain where 
the run now ends. 

The section of railroad that now exists will 
be improved. Railroad shops on the line near 
Cass will be renovated and probably opened 
for tourist inspection. These shops, which have 
complete tools and facilities for steam-loco- 
tive repair, are curiosities in themselves, with 
particular appeal to railroad enthusiasts. 

At the end of the line atop Bald Knob, hiking 
trails will be prepared through a beautiful 
spruce forest, and an overlook will be con¬ 
structed. The panorama from this overlook, 
which I have seen, is destined to become 
known as a beauty spot of the East. 

At the present terminus, a plateau on the 
side of the mountain, about 40 acres of land 
will be acquired by the state, if all goes well. 
At present, riders of the Cass Scenic Railroad. 
disembark and may, if they wish, frolic or 
picnic on and around part of a 12-mile, 60-foot 
nght-of-way now owned by the state. There 
will be toilets and picnic areas at the top of 
Bald Knob and also at the lower Stop. 

Ultimately, Cass enthusiasts dream of a 
lodge, ski trails and.other frills near the sum¬ 
mit of Bald Knob, but the half-million dollars 
available from ARA at this time won’t cover 


at Greets that 


ax a Down in the valley at the present time, 
th*-re have been many pleasant improvements 
»*£! oo*sy since the summer of 1963. Several privately 
r Baa; ao- earned and operated establishments have 
■ 5 -rung up to cater to the more obvious needs 
oudt be of railroad patrons. 

but You no longer have to travel 40 miles for a 
reker.i>rj hot m»al. J. M. Kane Jr., a Cass merchant, 

Y* a a has rr«Knated a CAO dining car and named 
.t Uv* Shay Inn. Air-conditioned and at- 
mmamti > ini had At Shay Inn is an ex* 

1 Uaycrt 4 fr.;> of creative thinking, an operation 

whab fiti tn perfectly with its setting, 
fa- a •• You rr.u/ •!=*» g**t itomcthing to eat at the 

l*arl «f < tu < uuot/y > 

■A \.hr i Country Store, a huge, restyled 
V Vo 1—tor rotapony tt<*rr building which also 

L TW mik h ou ww a *oda fountain, bench*** for Die weary, 
r«at rwoi and many aouvenlr stands 
o*a 9» u TW c«m Country Store complex la, hkr the 
«» i* rM« stkoy loo O privalrHr owned drv«4o»ment 
<aUvng| to potrona U the •«•(*-«mn**d rail- 
tawrWi* rood II la IWucMiully Odd UatefuUy pointed, 

POT Of 


1U61H2CUUU. 

A Civil-War Museum, opened last year by 
Mr. and Mrs. Kyle Neighbor, is near the 
Blackhurst taxidermy exhibit. It features 
“penwritten” records, letters and grants a 
century old, including Civil-War payrolls. 
There are many weapons of the Lincoln era, 
and other bric-a-brac not closely connected 
with the Civil War, such as a genuine West 
Virginia moonshine still. 

There are no overnight accommodations in 
Cass, and Van’s Motel, about 10 miles distant 
yet affords the nearest lodging. But six miles 
north of Boyer is a new motel, The Hermitage 
at Bartow. Opened only this April, The Hermit¬ 
age (not to be confused with another inn of 
the same name at Petersburg, in Grant Coun¬ 
ty) offers eight single rooms and 12 doubles 
and the only modern restaurant in the area. 

Around Marlinton, about 40 miles away 
are several new, modern, motels. Or, those 
who plan to visit Cass might consider stay¬ 
ing overnight in or near Elkins, which has 
many motels and hotels to fit all budgets. I 
have found the trip from Elkins to Bartow, and 
thence to Cass, a fast, pleasant, scenic drive, 
leaving U. S. 219 at Huttonsville and taking 
U. S. 250 through the hills until it intersects 
W. Va. 28 between Thomwood and Boyer. 

Suicide Cave, or Cass Cave, a spectacular 
cavern with an internal waterfall 100 feet high, 
has not yet been opened to the public. No 
work, in fact, appears to have been done on 
this natural tourist attraction, although private 
capital is said to be interested. One of the 
landowners, according to rumors around Cass, 
is being difficult. 

On the railroad itself, there are now three 
Shay engines in operating condition. And the 
bullhorn that train guide W. E. Blackhurst 
formerly used has been replaced by a more 
efficient loudspeaker system. It would be a 
good idea for arrangements to be made to 
protect train passengers from sudden sum¬ 
mer showers. You might carry a raincoat, 
just in case. 

And bring along a sweater or light coat 
The summer sun is hot at Cass, but the air 
can get cool during mornings and evenings. 

A free word of advice to the Department 
of Natural Resources, or anyone else at Cass: 
I'ut up highway signs giving the location of 
the Cass Scenic Railroad, and bow to get 
there. Make these signs big. make them ex¬ 
plicit, and place them on all major highway 
approaches. 

If yiHi are running a business that depends 
uimni highway trade, it is wise to assume that* 
nil tourists have poor eyesight, no memories, 
aiul don’t read English welL You U be wrong, 
oi cows**, but it’s better to be theoretically 
poor and practically right than the 
•round. 
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Soda fountain in country store. Rest rooms are at extreme right. 











Soda fountain in country store. Rest rooms are at extreme right. 


‘° y ot ant,*,*, Worn*. , n Cotf Counfry store 0 t »nd of *oda fountain. 
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William C. Bliuard sal on top of caboose to get this shot of Cass Railroad Shay enroute to Mountain State Forest Festival, 
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THE WONDERFUL 
IRON HORSE SHAY 

Built for mountain climbing , it’s slow, 
mighty slow on the overland trips. 

BY WILLIAM C. BLIZZARD 


This year the Elkins Forest Festival, 
plagued by rain and dismal weather, 
was pulled out of the slough of despond 
by one of the powerful little logging 
locomotives admirers call the Wonder¬ 
ful Iron-Hoss Shay. 

During the three-day Festival over 4,000 pas¬ 
sengers, despite a cold and persistent rain, 
paid money to take short rides behind the 80- 
ton Shay locomotive, an antique vehicle which 
ordinarily chugs up Bald Knob on the Cass Scen¬ 
ic Railroad. Although the miserable weather 
may have halved the number of paying cus¬ 
tomers, the little Shay remained a stellar at¬ 
traction. 

It was difficult not to notice the locomotive, 
for its shrill and penetrating steam whistle 
bent more eardrums and cleared more sinus¬ 
es in three days than could be inspected by 
a dozen otolaryngologists in a year of prac¬ 
tice. How do you ignore a festival attraction 
with a sort of built-in calliope which can be 
heard for five miles? You don’t, especially if 
the calliope has only one note, or, at, most, two 
There were those who, in self-defense, hauled 
out mid-winter ear muffs; others merely grit¬ 
ted their teeth in silent protest against the 
dawn-to-dark steam-siren symphony. But most 
people accepted the locomotive whistle as a 
mild nuisance indicative of a strong benefit, 
and were glad the Shay was in town. 

Few towns in the United States can boast of 
the presence of a Shay engine at any Umc of 
the year. Informed sources estimate that not 
more than 40 of the old steam locomotives ex¬ 
ist in the United States today, and few of these 
are any longer able to shake, rattle ^d roll. 

KSSMKSKBKSS 

2‘brtsSirra! l 2r«s 

Maryland Railroads exist belween Cass and 
Elkins. Four Shay ft£t 

the summer months they (the three inai 


operate! snort and pulf on the Cass Scenic Rah 
road, this season hauling 38,857 paying cv 
tomers up Bald Knob for four miles aoc 
back again. 

Last year, someone had the idea of bring 
ing one of the Cass Shays to Elkins for th. 

Forest Festival, where the public would b« 
treated to short rides for a small fee. The idea 
was a happy one: The Shay was a sooty Cin 
derella who became the belle of the ball. 

It was decided to repeat the Shay periu 
ance for the 1965 Elkins Forest Festival, ant 
the- Department of Natural Resources, whict 
owns the Shays, agreed. Further, someom 
thought it might be a good idea to invite lht 
press and other guests for the 60-mile rule 
as the Shay shimmies, from Casa tq Elkins. 

This was done. About two dozen passen 
gers accompanied Shay No. 4,-followed by sew 
eral passenger flat cars and a caboose, as 
left Cass about 9:30 on the morning of Oct. 6 
The ride, interrupted by three watering 
stops (for the locomotive, not tho passengers 
and another stop for minor repairs, tooka bn 
longer than anticipated. It was about 6:30, am! 
getting dark, when the little Shay crept inti 
Elkins. Maximum speed had been about eighi 

m 'lhe a two dozen who hadstarled UwtnP a> 
Cass had, at the Elkins finish line, dwindled U 

managing editor of Trains Magaxme. 

Inasmuch as the 60-mde tnp 
Elkins took about nine hour 8 , it 
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Dakota. Pennsylvania, Now Hampshire. 

oKewhere. Shays and similar, 
geared-typo 'locomotives built to compete with 
the Sh«\ operate on tourist railroads. Shay 
eased in 1945 

Th.- principal virtues of Shay in its hey- 
<141 *err its traction and power, its safety, 
md .is economy Authorities in the field agree 
•hjit the Shay would haul greater tonnage at 
* smaller operating expense, with less origi¬ 
ns. cost pet unit of power, than any other 
locomotive ever built. 

n»e mi* engines were named for Ephriam 
Sha> of Haring. Mich. Shay was a 19th-Cen- 
•u.> Michigan lumberman who sought bet- 
timber out of the woods. 
In t»w locking he invented and built the loco- 
that tx*,.rs hi- name. His crude pro- 
•ork.'d well at his own operations 
th^t be took hi-, plan and patents to the Lima 
<prawu&ced lime uht Machine Works of Lima, 
Okm. urging (1 to make such loco- 

mrt. •r *r widespread use in the timbering 
InaiMm 


Wkmy * \uui was fortunate for the Lima Ma¬ 
rk"** Wort* The company made the first 
feoy a * » tor '.he J Alley Co of Michigan 
TW MUy mm hme »m narrow-gauge, but as 
!<w the Sha> k increased. Lima made 
•• better |i> 1900. Lima had quit 

awAffcifte pi Li tton and was concen¬ 
ts * t —4 W broawtim The company changed 
At **•• b \Jm» ler'Ktwitivr Works. Inc. 

wo# ,.» nn| wurk in the for- 


•vtrS 


Lima 
I JkiOt » .we- 


ptMftw TW MUlpa 


JANVAKY l, i*** 


were the Heisler and the Climax 
The last Heisler. a locomotive invented bv a 
Cornell engineer named Charles Heisler i 
manufactured in 1941. and Climax went out 
of business in 1929. 

The Shay and its imitators differed from con¬ 
ventional steam locomotives in that they were 
designed to haul heav\ loads on steep grades 
Called "geared" engines, as opposed to gen¬ 
eral-purpose. main-line locomotives which 
used connecting rods from drive wheels to 
pistons, the Shay had a number of small 
wheels which afforded great traction because 
each was a driving wheel. 

On main-line engines, the number of drive 
wheels varied, but they were relatively large 
in diameter, heavy, and demanded smooth 
track which in turn required constant mainte¬ 
nance. Additional small wheels on the big 
steamers held up weight and served as rail 
guides, but otherwise were functionless. 

Not so on the Shay. The wheel sets (called 
“trucks”) under both locomotive and tender 
are connected to steam cylinders transmitting 
power through a crankshaft and flexible coup¬ 
lings. Every wheel does work 
The Shay is easy to get around curves, is 
easy on track, and can adapt to rough road¬ 
beds that would stall or wreck conventional lo¬ 
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it waits to take passengers 


:lobs, seems right at home 


A fleet of antique 


Scenic Railroad is rolling again. 

by william c. blizzard 


'After a successful first season, 










After n successful first season, the Cass Scenic Railroad is rolling again. 
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'After a successful first seas, 


On Saturday, May 16, the Cass 
Scenic- Railroad began its second year 
i f operation. As a special feature of its 
opening, a delegation of antique-car 
owners chugged into the C&O station 
»t Cass and temporarily abandoned 
their ancient gas-driven vehicles for 
equally ancient steam-powered loco¬ 
motion. 

In 19M. prospects of success and growth 
are excellent lor the state-run Pocahontas 
Countx project It was not always so. 

There would ha\e been no such Pocahontas 
tourist railway had it not been for a local 
committee which conceived the idea and 
fought for it. Headed by Theodore Riffe, a 
Cass resident who was chief accountant for 
the neighboring National Radio Astronomy 
Oteerx atory. the Cass Planning Committee 
was farmed in 1960 after the closing of the 
korai Mower Lumber Co. operation in July of 
lto( year 

Without the lumber company, virtually the 
mUe tource of employment in the area, Cass 

• at doomed to wither and die. Unless, of 
«wv tome other source of economic nour- 
rtnin l could be located. 

The < ass Hanning Committee pointed out 
the ioggrng railroad, with its old Shay 
• r -i had loo mm h of a tourist potential 
•a W igworcd mid scrapped The Department 
U ’►* Krtcurrn was not impressed, at 
hr am au to the extent of jeopaidi/ing other 
m «rd rt to pour money into CMS 
****** fiftit fee the old railroad became 

* ***** ****•*• ***h tesrfal newxpa|»ers and 

and llW M * later bowled tn IlSti 
*»* tffaopcioUd try the Irgidature to 



« 73 days of 


T hese customers spent over $40,000 in fares 
and on snacks served in the C&O station bv 
he church women of Cass. In addition, the 
U. S. Area Redevelopment Administration 
made available $576,000 in federal funds for 
the development and extension of the oner- 
ative railroad. 


These funds were for the rebuilding of 
three Shay engines and 14 logging cars; re¬ 
pairs lo the railway shops where engines’ and 
equipment are maintained; the purchase and 
improvement of four acres for a visitor’s 
parking lot; development of a picnic area (in¬ 
cluding the improvement of a beautiful spruce 
forest) near the top of Bald Knob; and the 
extension of the tourist railroad trip to with¬ 
in 1,000 feet of Bald Knob, which has an ele¬ 
vation of more than 4.800 feet. 

Matters seemed to be going well. But for 
a time the National Radio Astronomy Ob¬ 
servatory at nearby Green Bank threatened 
to hold up ARA funds. The Observatory point¬ 
ed out that it was where it was in order to 
avoid noise, and a railroad clattering all 
over the place was undesirable. 

But Observatory officials were ultimately 
placated, and the ARA grant approved. 

Kcrmit McKeever, head of the Division of 
Parks and Recreation of the Department 
of Natural Resources, has indicated that an 
engineer has been hired and work on the Cass 
project will shortly be contracted for. 

Most of the necessary improvements will 
have been made by fall, so that tourists will be 
afforded a longer and more scenic journey 
uf they wish to take it > when the Cass Scenic 
Railroad begins operations in the spring of 
1965. 

Ax parks chief. McKeever is charged with 
Ihr administration of the Cass railroad. But 
the All \ didn't walk up to him with $576 W 
in a big bag tor "poke " which is perfectly 
» . o.i NS eat Vuginian». and say. Don’t spend 
it all In one place ” He most work with in 
lr< mi fund* procured a* he ma) procure tbrnv 
but guaranteed by the federal grant. 
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l Shay Can You See? 

</ first season, the Cass Scenic Railroad is rolling again . 

BY WILLIAM C. BLIZZARD 
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nrwsman who wrote a story asserting, in es- 
srt x-r. that the scenic railroad will be delayed 
t .> nm of "bureaucracy" and modern con- 
'trueiion techniques, and that much ARA 
money earmarked for Cass will go to out- 

aUare. 

In fairness to the Department of Natural 
Resources, there is no evidence of boondog¬ 
gling or undue waste in the Cass affair, and 
rtuxh rn construction techniques will hasten, 
•ot dr improvement. 

I: is true that ‘‘outsiders’’ may, by com¬ 
petitive bidding, secure Cass work contracts. 
But competitive bidding is designed to save 
rnor.<\ not waste it, and is open, of course, 
la local residents. 

Actually it appears dial the Cass Scenic 
Ha Ircad w:li ultimately become West Virgin¬ 
ia * beat-known tourist attraction, if the po- 
ot the Pocahontas area is developed. 
At priaent. the Cass complex, if it may be 
•a termed, is not. and is not meant to be, 
re-v-r.. a state project. Taxpayers, of this 
» f j'' and others have contributed to the rail- 
-1 is supposed to attract customers, 
•LjHi .t tn turn supposed to attract private 

boamaaa, obviously, is not going to 
>i- area unless it can smell a profit 
uu*r profit p-vntial has, in the case 

at ( ber-t ttocked through the investment 
tOfcr and fe*Vtal funds While government 
»-i* t* »*ia Laune** can work together effi- 
««**»’• {**.*.'. i *~.• at friction are obvious 

I Uf tRr Liggett tourist need at 

* it a p*i* la eat and a place to atay 
ew»* { l- ir««4 an* at earh At present. 
Jii im« la iaa| »< < «mm«Ulwni u most 
u pi i 7W a«M at C am base la the past 
•u» » ax*.* t.«f m the I 40 Melton, but 


WkImhm a aaaaLr *««**-.* ant and met #4 to 

m<i fc« ladSWM me (’«** toeWer HeOfuad la 

tod* 1 iitolii tQSm< AM a itos the ratlraad 
«Sa MnC la ga laatowaM lM arltl dm 
aa mju Bam man aa tsutAfeediata W 


need, it might be better for both railroad 
and eating and sleeping accommodations to 
be either entirely under state supervision or 
entirely in private hands. 


Without common management, the need for 
cooperation between state and private busi¬ 
ness is essential, or debilitating dogfights are 
sure to occur. 


Private negotiations are now supposed to 
be under way to turn the former lumber-com¬ 
pany store, now vacant, into a restaurant, but 
Cass residents are getting nervous. Summer 
is nearly here, the facility is badly needed, 
yet nothing had been done at the time of my 
visit. 


Representatives of the restaurant negoti¬ 
ators say they are waiting for a daily scenic- 
railroad schedule to go into effect on June 
15. Until that date, the Shay-driven train is 
operative only on Saturdays and Sundays. Cass 
residents retort that the bird of time is on 
the wing, and they would like to guarantee rail¬ 
road patrons chicken on the table. 

Meanwhile, your best bet is to pack a lunch. 
It might be a good idea to make your trip 
as soon as possible, too, while the train ride 
is yet entirely a weekend affair. It isn't 
crowded, and it isn’t hot. Your nearest motels 
are at Boyer, Buckeye, and Marlinton. 

The huge cave near the railroad, which con¬ 
tains a 100-foot waterfall, may be opened by 
next summer. The owners of Smoke Hole 
Cavern, near Petersburg, have expressed 
interest in making a new cave opening which 
would be easily accessible to tourists. 

The future of Cass looks bright, despite pre¬ 
dictable headaches K\rn wUdflower enthusi 
avia. I am told, have found the ride on the 
I'owrrful little railroad worthwhile 
To appeal to thu group. I contribute this 
Megan In Cau free of charge 
Shay 11 with flowers ‘ 

Well, u a better than "ShJ> it with cinder* 
You won I need a Cam mask to protect your- 
totf hum the old cvwl burner, but a bead ct>* 
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Passengers rest at the top before trip down the mountain. 
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The Complete Truth Back of the Proposal to Buy the Cass Railroad summary wss^fl^eented a= 

compact 1:1(1 Present were - tWe business, offered soon. (These men were I Lumber Co. Railroad, its roll- cov^rnm^nt ^ 

•• • feasibditv :>r,sessional and political lead- Eligible for unemployment bene-1 ing stock, and other necessary; .. . ® 

- j • setting into ers of the area. fits from July 1960 to January equipments develop this most mendation 8 

was out- irrmnpt ,., t 1h ,__ • 1961 at which time these bene- unique and rare railroad as an Th comm - lttee h 

' - ' nultn’T^V^b «■ expired.) (operating tounstt ettggkj far 

Ted Riffe. It appears herewith: „ , Cl . twp r a « Planningremittee of peopie that 1vould ** 

■ /' . T-& -, Xt tht ; U r 0f S 0Sing 0f the OP ° S wiSeheartedly^sifpport'r'^the ^\° y \ be ^railroad Lorn 

rdbviDbnnS only industry in Cass approxi- K is therefore, with the above resolution b y the Joint Com- a ,Sction so 

. . j J pIjnn,nt mately 165 men were affected, situation in mind that the com- m m ee on Government and Fi- 50 


r iannm * 16p men were affected, situation in mind that the com- mLttee on Government and Fi- oZds etcTbuthas con 

Some of these men were mobile milt ee offers a definite and| nance as an instrument which ' 3 - 0 nw with tte di-l 

- Chif enough to find employment in sound proposal to the State of could aUev late the unemploy- 'lov-ient to be orov-dei 

Natnnal other communities and other West Virginia to alleviate this ' nt situation in the area, and l p ‘,f‘„ ‘ J" 


S- National other communities and other West Virginia to alleviate this ment situation in the area, and fL.f ™ rsonne \, 

. Observatory states. The majority, however, situ ation. emphasizes the soundness of « PT , 

ark were not blessed with the nec- T 'thp investment in such a ven-i There currently se . 

Kane Jr. Treasurer, essary skills and trades to find In November 1960 the Joint Jhe:mve stmem in , confusion as to 

ham other employment, and today Committee on Government and ture to me^ - and relative merit of 

jong Mavor of the some 80 of these men, repre- Finance, by resolution, recom- T he railroad and rolling stock posed pu ^" e ° { 

senting approximately MO de- mended to the owned by the Midwest “v^Vp 

Arl> _j-‘ Assistant pendents, (wives and children) ship of the 1961 W.V '■ Leg' 5 1 R h Sleel company of J 


K Arbogast. Assistant; pendents, (wives and children) ship of the i9bi w. va ) steel company of tSion'for touxirts 

ntenden: of Pocahontas face utter destitution unless | tourt. that u Xs?^ MowS Chariiston, Wwt Virginia. fraction for tourists, 
some form of employment is'Virginia purchase the mo Thfi amount 0 f railroad m- 


- ... some form of employment is ■ Virginia Tbe amount of railroad in- 

_____I volved is approximately 8 miles, 1 ron9 *^° 

If We Don't Watch They’ll Steal Our Centennial uf2 e tt f The 0 vniage'"square a at '’5miri»Si * a c ™ ssta | . 

3, IlnourSlate (second U, number Fron, [ Royad. And 

we r e m °vlctor f . MT. ■» more MS 1*^3^ 

*+cr*Mr,r, t movement — and ious. Sometimes (as in the Bat- spectable. * * * * t o[ Ba i d Knob, but these rails {ormal discussior 

• it the Commonwealth of tie of Droop Mountain and the ’ 1 have been sold as scrap. The presenl owners of 

t rg it 3 She had had too strong Battle of Sinking Creek, near One advantage ot study g bed< however, is still in- - and right-of-way.' 

;■ harm n the creation of this Lewisburg), far inferior Feder- history at West Virginia Lniver- ^ and new ra ii s could be ment costs a re m 

-r or; to want to destroy al forces, numerically, defeated sity in our day was that we weie Jajd - n order t0 get the full menl figure whict 

• the Virginia Assem- the Confederates ingloriously. subjected to all shades ol Uui eff{jct of lhe en gine traveling fident would be 

t:-. vot- d aga.nst ^cession, with That belied the old Southern War viewpoints. One of the tQ {he top 0 f Bald Knob. Bald . dev elop the rail: 

• .• ,i.; - Wr-t of the view that Confederates were su- finest Southern gentlemen and Knob is the second highest. ou tsta n ding aitrac 

now West Virgin- perior people, man lor man. scholars we ever knew was the . t jn West Virginia (4.852 jsts . A ny impro- 
. f, r t(li(lf , th( . lmt r a . • * * * late Dr. Oliver P. Chitwood, who , and the railroad is higher howe ver. are subj 

The first land battle of the was an unreconstructed Rebel of lhan anv other railroad east of al judgment depe 
entire Civil War was fought at the old school. ^ ,he Rockies). ^rrylhe^deveiopn 

The tiates which had alroaHv Philippi, and this writer will bet * . 5, instance, a 

.knew their cause 10-to-l that the State gets euch- Dr. Chitwood scorned use of what to Boy H. for tort ^ ^ 

v null] not Stand a chance of red ou ' of its rightful publicity the term “Civil VVar ft a* 1 - » e d by The Midwest 1 lhose 3t oilier 

• rl'- Jitho^V.rrnnia ThS again on this score. (That belies insisted it was the War Be- .Also ^ a Co .; are two Shay ^ t0 be erectec 

HAD tu have Virginia So they lhe Southern view that "only tween the StatM, .^the emp ^ f ocomot i V cs. both of which w , ou/d be ml,ch h 

•ent dozens of tannin t„ huh- * f,-w minor border skirmishes sis bemgjm St atej Jf^ i( ...„ f , ?1 |_ 3 r j! jmJ model s. One ^ was pu^ However. 
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, d . ' hiiHfed »o all shndos of Cl'U 
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! hours we over knew was the 
' Pr Oliver l‘ Chitwood. who 
the »»* an unreconstructed Rebel of 
«! the old school 

oh Pr Chitwood scorned use of 
iiv the term '"Civil War at all. He 
ijr> insisted it "as the "War Re- 
nlv tween the States” the empha- 
heV ns boms on "Slate’s rights" of 
i’ course The war. he contented, 
•ns tris not fought upon the issue 
;rv. of slavery, but upon the issue 
*ra of State’s rights. He never did 
i V mention, of course, that the only 

voiced in 
■ the ri.ulit 

t«*a of (h< Stafo to permit one hu¬ 
man (wing to ho id another in 
*i*rery. and 2 / the right of a 

■A state to break away from the 
a*i*on if it wanted to. and to 

iqr Mt up another nation. 

► la several national elections 
MMbvtaf the War Between the 
Ik Ifrftr said Dr Chitwood, the 


^’*1 | ||| fictirally go to the top 
' Knob but these, rails 


These costs are based on In 
formal discussions with thi 
present owners of the railroai 
and right-of-way. The improve 
ment costs are merely a judg 
ment figure which we are con 
fident would be sufficient t< 
develop the railroad into ai 
outstanding attraction for tour 
ists. Any improvement cist, 
however, are subject to person 
al judgment, depending on ho* 
far one would initially want t< 
carry the development program 
If, for instance, a lodge similai 
to the one at Blackwater Falb 
or those at other State Parks 
was to be erected, the costs 
would be much higher. 

However, we believe the bas¬ 
ic, initial investment should be 
concerned with the preserva¬ 
tion of the railroad, and if 
in the future the demand for 

ll 0 ly a b faC S S g. 


, of Bald Knob, but 
have been sold as “™P. ™ 
road bed. however, is still in¬ 
tact and new rails could be 
laid in order to get the full 
of feel of the engine traveling 
to the top of Bald Knob. Bald 
Knob is the second highest 
point in West Virginia (4,852 
Ft ) and the railroad is higher 
than any other railroad east of 
the Rockies). 

What to Buy 

Also, owned by The Midwest 
Raleigh Steel Co., are two Shay 
type locomotives, both of which 
are 1880 models. One was put 
into operation in 1901 by the 
West Virginia Pulp and Paper 
Company: the other began op¬ 
eration in 1921, also by the 
West Virginia Pulp and Paper 


holdings were at Cass. 


Although the engines and the (should such an undertaking be 
railroad would require some re- considered. The idea of a *° d S®> 
pairs and improvements to con- however is not remote and the 
vert it from a logging railroad basic attractions, i e.: the rail- 
to a tourist carrying line, the road ’ cavern, hunting, foshrn g, 
costs would not be prohibitive. a £ d serene natural beauty of 
.See attached estimate of in- the mountains is such that a 
vestment and operating costs), l^gecould be constructedfrom 

Through informal discussions future profits that uould be 
it has been ascertained that the d enved from the railroad and 
afore mentioned properties ot ^ 
could be secured for approxi¬ 
mately $90,000-$ 100.000. 

The right-of-way and land on 
Raid Knob is owned by the 
Mower Lumber Company and 
tan be secured at the foliow- 


vaved 



The idea for a ski slope and 
the improvement and operation 
of the cave should be encour¬ 
aged as a private program. Wc 
believe that if private and pub- 
(Turn To Page 10) 
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f Way $100 per acre piaques hoU se, kitchen, and 
I Aren $100-$150 per acre ann j ve rsarv. Gold scrolled $1 00. 
er" Aren $35 per acre porsonaltted. 303 Fifth Ave., 
climated that the sum ^ ew york \e\v York, 
noo could „ secure the * _ 

rv land t<. Icvelop the NOTICE 
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Iimi to |w*t»\iiatltM» that too 
ttmit m muili a* wy other 
m«u r*M<utboted furthermore. 
Wrn Vupau *re«t 
eve to toeih udm. 


Several yejr« *go w * 
greed that »hould we ever 
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th. n.«ic 
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nal election* 
Between the 
ittwnod the 



p..:!', .»n<l Improvement* to con- \ 
vrv I it front n logging railroad, 
to .i tourist carrying lino, the 
cost* would not be prohibitive. 
.See attached cstlmute of in- i 
vestment and operating costs), j 
Through informal discussions , 
,t has been ascertained that the 
afore mentioned properties 
could bo secured for approxi¬ 
mately $90,000-$ 100,000. 

The right-of-way and land on 
Bald Knob is owned by the 
Mower Lumber Company and 
can be secured at the follow¬ 
ing prices: 

Right-of-Way $100 per acre 
Wooded Area $100-$ 150 per acre 
•Cut-over” Area $35 per acre 
It is estimated that the sum 
of $25,000 could secure the 
• ■ ssary land to develop the 
area. r 

We submit, in the attached 
nummary of "Tourist Possibili- 
• • - of 'he Mower Lumber. r Co. 
Railroad at Cass. W. Va.’\ the 

te). In propor- 
tu n to imputation that too was 
about as much as any other 
State contributed. Furthermore. 
We-t Virginia gave great lead¬ 
ers to both sides. 

^ >rrwt mes we feel that we 
wr.»ild rather have been hanged 
h***u!e John Brown than to 


however, is not remote, and the 
basic -attractions, i. a.: the rail- 
road, cavern, hunting, fishing 
and serene natural beauty of 
the mountains is such that a 
lodge could he constructed from 
future profits that would he 
derived from the railroad and 
other attractions. 

The idea for a ski slope and 
the improvement and operation 
of the cave should be encour¬ 
aged as a private program. We 
1 believe that if private and pub- 
(Turn To Page 10) 

2a BLESSINGS Masonite 
Plaques house, kitchen, and 
anniversary. Gold scrolled $1.00. 
Personalized, 303 Fifth Ave., 
New York, New York. 

NOTICE 

Several years ago we a* 
greed that should we ever 
become separated, you would 
use the magic code symbol 
"NX" and I the letter "G", 
and through these we would 
be re-united. I have now 
found a wonderful home and 
a beautiful life and want you 
to rejoin me. If you see this 
ad in any of the many papers 
in which it will appear, an 
swer in that paper. 

All my love, 

"G” 
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no honor, loyalty nor 
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mr uvrvivpineni program 
If. for instance. a lodge similar 
to the one at Rlackwater Fall* 
or those at other State Parks 
was to be erected, the costs 
would be much higher. 

However, we believe the ba* 
ic. initial investment should be 
concerned with the preserva¬ 
tion of the railroad, and i/ 
in the future the demand for 

| !« farillt i< 

ihen, and only thi 
should »uch an undertaking be 
considered The idea of a lodge, 
however. U not remote, and the 
bilk attractions. i i the 
road, cavern, hunting, fishing, 
and icrene natural beauty of 
the mountains is such that a 
lodge could be constructed from 
future profits that would be 
derived from the railroad and 
other attractions. 

The idea for a ski slope and 
the improvement and operation 
of the cave should be encour- 
aged as a private program. We 
helarve that if private and pub- 
(Turn To Pao# 10) 
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flic Complete Truth Back of the Proposal to Buy the Cass Railroad SmSW ^j^pggttw.« 

(s^.t mv-'- compart and Present were' t'tie business, offered soon. (These men were Lumber Co. Railroad, ite roll Government and ^ recom- 
*** — •; the feasibility professional and political lead- eligible for unemployment bene- ing stock, and other ne • preparing 

, - .ev.me into ers of the area. fits from July i960 to January equipment.^ develop this most mendation. mad e n0 

1961 at which time these bene- ! unique and rare railroad as an Thc committee bas i 

1 fits expired) operating tourist attraction for aUem pt to proiect tnc n I 

' fltS eXP " ’ the State of West Virginia L f people that would be m f 

Prooosal to State The Cass Planning Committee (pi oye d indirectly ” “ . a 

Proposal to state wholehearte dly supports the P o! the railroad Hecommg » 

s therefore, with the above | reso lution by the Joint Com-1 t our i s t attraction l- nrerne d 

• I situation in mind that the com- m i t t e e on Government and Fi- sbo ps, etc.), but has con 

Imittee offers a definite and nance as a n instrument Which lUeU only with the direct ei 

1 sound proposal to the State of cou i d alleviate the unemploy-, payment to he provided, P»- 

‘ West Virginia to alleviate this menl s i lua tion in the area, and rallng personnel). 

• I situation. emphasizes the soundness ol There currently seems to be 

1 T xt iqfift the Toint >he investment in such a ven- confusion as to the cost 

I in November I960 the Joint ^ tQ lhe Slate . 1 relative merit of the pu> 

■ Committee on Government and Pres ent Owners 'sed purchase of thc Mower 

. Finance, by resoiution. recom The railroad and rolling stock \? u “ be j company railroad at 
.mended to thei fuU member-1 ; J ne owne(1 by lhe Midwest ^ V a . as a possible at- 


january 1*. 


J K 


ers of the area 
business was out- fhe important thing in a 
I tt » aweLfig in Mar.mion nutsheU was a report given by 
Ted Riffe. It appears herewith: 
, a meeting which was at- ,.\t the time of closing of the 
,4 by the editor of this on iy industry in Cass approxi- 
r. >ii called by a planning mately 165 men were affected 
jj;tee including: Some of these men were mobile 

. R/'t. Chairman. Chief enough to find employment i 
, JS ’. "of the National i other communities and othei 
, \ctronomv Observatory states. The majority, however, 
•erbank: were not blessed with the nec- 

u Kane Jr. Treasurer, Iessary skills and trades to find 
l other employment, and today 
r- V, Mavor of the some 80 of these men, repre¬ 
senting approximately 240 de- 


r of the some 80 of these men, repre- Finance, by The railroad and rolling stock\P ^ b Company railroad at 

isenting approximately 240 de- mended to the full 1 are owned by the Midwest 1 ^ w Va as a possible at- 

Assistant pendents, (wives and children) snip of the K • • & Raleigh Steel Company of lracllon { or tourists, 

r intpr destitution unless lature, that the State ol \v rwieston. West Virginia. 


' Arboeast. Assistant pendents, (wives and children) snip of the 1 • Wesl Raleigh c - :' 

cr ov-dent *of Pocahontas face utter destitution unless lature, that t Mower Charleston, West Virginia. 

'“f"' some form of employment is Virginia purchas - The amoun t 0 f railroad in- 1 Wrong Report* 

90**- J, __._— v olved is approximately 8 miles 1 ” lbe 

If We Don’t Watch They'll Steal Our Centennial 

(From page 3) | in our State (second in number Front^Royal.^An point about! W* from the inaccurate u attached Hjsc 


swld join her But one import- 
CTt state WOULD NOT join the 
«ce«!oni£t movement — and 
hat was the Commonwealth of 
.’irgmii She had had too strong 
t hand in the creation of this 
•o want to destroy 
: TWICE the Virginia Assem- 


‘ time on Leatherbark creex iu a newspapers nave ' 

in our State (second in number Front uoyai. -" , nt abou t 1 1-2 miles from the inaccu rate as the attached basic 

only to Virginia). In most of QuantreU appears on ^ Rnob nul- . inves tmcnt detail will show 

these the Federate were victor- he becomes a little more P actually g0 lo the top ; These costs are based on - 

these tne r I spectable. | 0 °Bald Knob, but these rails i formal discussions with i(he 

* , have been sold as scrap. The . resen t owners ol the railroad 

One advantage of studying however, is still in- and right-of-way The improve- 

history at West Virginia L mver- and new rails could be i ment c08 ts are merely a judg. 

sity in our day was that we were ^ order to get the full men t figure which wc are C 

subjected to all shades of Civil lhe engin e traveling I fldent would be sufficient to 

War viewpoints. One of the lbe l0 p 0 f Bald Knob. Bald deve i 0 p thc railioa 

finest Southern gentlemen and ^ is lhe second highest outstanding aUmnon ^ 
scholars we ever knew was the i t in west Virginia <4.8o2 isls . Any impr °^, ri oer5on . 
late Dr. Oliver P. Chitwood who p and lhe railroad is higher however. ™ “JjjStag how 
was an unreconstructed Rebel of lhan any oth er railroad east ol { to 

the old school. lhe Rockies). fa^o the dev elopment program^ 

Dr. Chitwood scorned use of What to Buy If. &r ““i^BlV-kwater Fall* 


ious. Sometimes (as in the Bat¬ 
tle of Droop Mountain and the 
Battle of Sinking Creek, near 
Lcwisburg). far inferior Feder¬ 
al forces, numerically, defeated 
WICE the Virginia Assent- the Confederates ‘“Slpriously. 
ioted against secession, with | That belied the old Southern 
fates from West of the j view that Confederates were su- 
Wpci Virtfin- oerior people, man for man. 


__ . :es from west oi tne i -1 

tlleghen.es (now West Virgin- perior people, man for man. 

n firmly holding the line a- * * , . ... . fVl „ 

ajnsl j. i The first land battle of the 

..... | entire Civil War was fought at 

The -ales which had already 1 Dr. Chitwood scorned uWP wha t to Buy u. ‘ on V at B lackwa ter Fans 

) knew their cause) ^ ^ Qf Us rightfu i publicity the term “CivU War” at aR- Qwned by T he Midwest of those al other Stow P«J*. 
ouW n< t stand a chance of agajn on this score . (That belies insisted it was l f? e h Raleigh Steel Co . are two Shay was l0 be erected, h 

w-dhoot Virginia. They ^ Southern view that “only I tween the States the empha f^f^omotives. both of which w0uId be mU ch higher ^ 
.if) III have Virginia. So they minor border skirmishes I sis being on ‘States ■ 18g0 models. One was P H 0WC ver. we belie be 

Hit dozens of fanatics to Rich- in West Virginia.”) course. The war. he contented, are jn I90 l by the ^ ^ in ves«n.^« 

lend Tiiey built bonfires •n. k BatTie‘ n of Philippi was . was not tough! upon the issue j»“ »{“ ia p„|p **£ coneerned '> 

tt Sb'sEisIs sss?‘js.T rr 
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1 THe Complete Truth Back of the Proposal to Buy the Cass' Railroad 


y. mrat and all those concerned 
, »tl! jca:n. both financially and 
„ m the vrlf -satisfaction that gen- 
, «■-.»:;> accompanies thfs type of 

The question which seems to 
',»• most prominent in the minds 
of those directly or indirectly 
1 interested in this project is the 
■' value of the railroad to the 

COST OF FIRST 
SUMMER 

Personnel 
Y Per Week 

j !— Engineer-$ 84.00 

| !— Fireman- 72-80 

1 i—Brakeman - 67.20 

r !—Conductor- 67 ^5 

t 1 —Laborers 1- 257.60 

, j_Clerk _ 40.00 

1—Supervisor- 10000 

_ $688.80 

’ Coal 124 1-2 tons at 8.00) 196.00 
\ Material and Supplies and 

, Minor Repairs- 200 00 

i Insurance- 39.20 

‘ Food_ 130 00 

(] TOTAL $1,254.00 

‘ e Less: Income 

... 70 persons per day @ $3.00 

per person _ 1.470.00 

NET $ 216.00 


In lliy ^Inched summary of j Estimated Basic Investment Coat Of Railroad at Caw 

operating Tricorne and costs for £ osl 0 ( railroad and necessary rolling stock, including 

» i™ Ur—«tr • — « 4fW 

of 70 persons per day. This motives and 8 Itet-cars (plus stock and parts)-$100,000.00 

average was based on the re- Cost of 8 miles of right-of-way and approximately 

corded numbers of persons who 200 acres of land on Bald Knob- 25,000.00 

visited the Astronomy Center improvements of railroad and rolling stock- 80,000.00 VI 

at Green Bank in the months 1 Bald _ 25,000.00 P j 

jOlher Improve™,,, «ZZ ■ 

" improvements? *. | 

include groups who made ar- , {The improvements' enumerated above should employ 
range'ments for tours in ad- I 65-70 men for a full 52 weeks). 

vance, but are merely people ( _ _ jjmrr .... 

who passed through the area .. J ' . 

and decided to stop. Further,' llon to the state, thereby requir- - average of 70 passengers per 

SAP. 43ASST.S Ear* ISSWM 

s nrSf! 

ume of visitors coming into the j ^equate c ^ opera- probable costs of repairs if the 

area if a promotional effort m s PP *u; s : s no t as railroad is initially put in good 

relation^o the railroad ^ at- | may se^m as tSe .working ^ndition «owever^^ve 

tract the tourist was under- importan . k would 1 believe the estimate of 70 pass 

take®? 1 We believe the answer ^^i^first^class^operation lengers pet day is^ltw^and^any 
“SVeSng cos,, for -^ ese tte ^.ev e.ue 

saw s t^r lera for 'W % clear 
kps a s.pSLa rsrss 

ment. These costs have been P Qn per engine mile, proponents of thi^ P) , T 

i converted to_ a 7-day work week ^ P. g pro b a bly. high but an not advocate it P worlh . 

> (56 hours) “, d “”, a ,5u»ertence tatlng' wUl have to the,'»P'm« »| »‘“f * 


• present owners. The value to 
t the owners, howev.er, is not 
s directly in proportion to the 
c value the railroad would be to 
I. the state and its development! 
k program, and we believe the j 
d altached summary of initial I 
ie costs would certainly give the 
owners a fair return on their 
• investment, apd Its value to the 
rliite, at these suggested costs, 
ub- cannot be measured in cold 
is dollars and cents only, 
r ” But what should also be con- 


ii-sa. 





















-Wen- We believe the wiir, ™»ro«. ™ 

"*"* “ <»UHr obv " u * fnr lhl . through the In 

" ' 1 "P ,MUl ‘ , ’& ‘ , lon .,iul heavy mat 

mk t Mimninr of operation .» nnl be u HignlCU 
;U»'-0 .uitllt’.ril ouUn for ten 1 |H • 1 , ),!<••• or four 

MOO pcn ,onncl at the 8°| n *| . The insurant 

MOO ' r# „.s for tuts type of emfoy [ ed on the 

mrnt Those week P«r P erson r 

>3.00 converted to « 7-day WO This is proba 

70 00 V 56 hours) and baset \ ° n f experience ra 
•16.00 initial summer s operation o > « be eslablished 

weeks (April through October). i( 

-If. however, The cost of 

ue to t he winter months will P 1 lhe preseI 

‘ " M;addUional """onal co.ts. Ition to ™t»; 

•ip from Cass to I established 
ir P es 3 1-2 tons ! of the presen 

estimated bulk in pr^arms. 


action is taken, and ratten 
' quickly the state will no longer 
have such an attraction avail¬ 
able to it, whereas other na¬ 
tural attractions can be deferred 
without a loss in either direct 


..... and Its development Bald 
* *j m aT1 d we believe the 0 f < 
’•aoned summary oi initial pur( 

;«*« would certainly give the_ 

' a fair return on their 
"vestment, and Us value to the 

.esc suggested costs 
-anno* he measured in cold 

, and cents onl.v. 

Hut uhJt should also b ® 

Jrrtd by the State in estab 

3 value would be the 
j/nber of persons to be em- 
oved. and the aid to small 
-aI businessmen suchTas hotel 
mere, service stations rest- 
rants. stores and the like. Of 
■jr S c any aid to business such 
these have a direct relation- 
jp to the economy of the | 
ate which would be derived 
the form of Consumers Tax, 
jsmess and Occupation Tax, 
lSO hne tax. hunting and fish- 
c fees and the like. . 

The State of West Virginia 
as at its disposal in the area 
f the Cass railroad the hcrit- 
ges which have been ^e trade¬ 
mark of West Virginia in the 
»‘.t and also those that we 
j lay mg *b important part in 
;hc- future of the state. The 
hortage of the past-an 880 
un ’.•.comr.uve urn 
b ,. rm u up the side of 

uin to a peak unc»|UflJl«*tl 


The income is 
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The Morning 


»ur friends. U a 
urinade It « **' “ 
leaks, especially * 
E*h side. -wked * 

*or even tender 

Icfore grilling and 
HH'> have delicious 

ft»d 4 u i ♦> hour* 
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Tix »•*!<* of West Virginia 
' «u« at 1* difpo«a! in the area | 

L of :b# Oa»i railroad the herit- 
.j % ,(x y which have been the trade- 
surt of West Virginia in the , 
P past and also those that are 
^ pknag ah important part in 
[« the future of the state. The 
y* bertage of the past—an 1880 
^ model steam locomotive lum- 
ng'Xip lie ':de of a' nmun- 
_j- ta.n *-u a peak, unequalled in 
be:got bv any railroad in the 
L’r..':.-d .States.. And just 
* n j . ort "five * miles* ^orn the 
' starting point of the railroad is 
" our hentage of the future— 
the National Radio Astronomy 
, Obiervatory at Green Bank, and 
^ onlv forty-five miles away the 
|b . Naval Research Observatory at 
‘‘ Sugar Grove. Both these in* 
stitutions are so aware of the 
f0 ; responsibilities they have to the 
visitor that each is planning ( 
. reception centers to accommo- 

fD ‘ mein in an elevator and the 
ack other for Pontiacs where the 
luff ivi’o power shovels have a dis- 
the cushion of the car’s fine points. 
Most TV commercials are dull 
and insane, apparently aimed 
at a three-year-old mind, judg- 
nominatioc ing from the reaction of our 
rest of the new Betsy. But the two we have 
imercials goes to mentioned might even sell chow 
ihung King chow mein and Pontiacs. 


Commercials 

sndli 


Only 140 Books Left 
Hillbilly Bookshop, Richwood, W. Va. 






i Tourist's Prevue of a Cass Railroad Rida 

-1 I wM Hunter 


By Ivan N. Hunter prime in the early day 

‘ , the present century. 

Last summer, after we hiked \ u haver -, re 

up Hills Creek near Hillsboro , ^ ^ esl Virginia Hillbill 

in Pocahontas County and took mi M nQt know fta . ? 

I some fine shots of the . FaUs Baum. a rail fan from P. 
we thought that we had seen , vania came down t0 f n 
the ultimate point of interest in Ca ltol and ulked , 0 t ] 
that section of West Virginia. ma j. ers during the spe< 
But, how wrong we were. cion w ith such convincii 

Just this past weekend, we manship lhal the me n 
returned to Pocahontas County ta y^ n g poetics long ei 
and found another amazing set up a special suhc 
facet of interest in this unique to invesllgale the pros 
county. . „ of his idea of buying 

The day that we found an- rQad {or a touri3l a ttr 
other exciting chapter m the . o{ the lasl steam s 
story of' Pocahontas County was East ot the Rockies, 
last Saturday and the P lace 

Cass, a small mountain village To Decide Si 

SET ^precarious p«cb on T he subcomtmlte. 
me bauks of a lurbul.nl mer coming Su^, “ 
named Greenbrier. recom 

L..t Train From C... 

he unequoled scenery or ,he state pui 

lh f mv Q lungs the pure air of ^ sto ck 0 f the 

„■ O the Object of the a. d t lhe au 
a side track taking and NarroW s tre 



Railroad Ride 

By Ivan N. Hunter prime in the "early days of 

Last summer, after we hiked present century, 
up Hills Creek near Hillsboro ^ >‘ ou haven’t been reading 
in Pocahontas County and took West Virginia Hillbilly you 
•ome fine shots of the Falls. m ‘ght not know that Russell 
'vc thought that we had seen ^ aum - a rail fan from Pennsy.- 
the ultimate point of interest in Y, an ‘ a> came down to the State 
that section of West Virginia. Ea Pi*ol and talked to the law- 
But. how wrong we were. makers during the special ses- 

Jtist this past weekend, we s ‘ on w |th stich convincing sales- 
returned to Pocahontas County 1 mans hip that the men paused 
and found another amazing ta ^ing politics long enough to 
facet of interest in this unique set . up a s P ecial subcommittee 
county. ! t0 investigate the pros and cons 

The day that we found an- j of ^ idea t of . buy l ng the ra; -* 
other exciting chapter in Ute4- r ° a ^, fora tourist attraction one 
story of'Pocahontas County was ° f , the , last ^ team sha y lmes 
last Saturday and the place was East °* the Rockies. 

Cass, a small mountain village 

crowded by the Allegheny foot- To Decide Sunday 


hills to a precarious perch on 
the banks of a turbulent river 
named Greenbrier. 

Last Train From Cass 

I was in Cass not to meet the 
friendly people or to admire 
the unequaled scenery or draw 
Igs, the pure air of 
•hr hill county I was in Cass 
to take .* ride on a mountain 
railroad and when we arrived 
,n the community at eight in the 

morning the object of the af¬ 
fection of just about every rail 
i:n , n the eastern part of the 
puffing saucily on 
a udr track, taking on watei 
#r Four” and 
the )ran have been kind to the 
imto gal and her Jaunty air 
did t.A hint that she was a 
Hnih| lady »hen William Jen- 
•uf>g» Hr > an »a» campaigning 


The subcommittee meets this 
coming Sunday at the Capitol 
in Charleston to decide on just 
what it will recommend to the 
legislature when it convenes in. 
January. Most of the committee 
members have indicated pri¬ 
vately that they will advise 
that the state purchase the roll¬ 
ing stock of the former Mower 
I Lumber Company and turn it 
I into a rail buffs paradise. 

The town of Cass, with its 
only industry shut down and 
I sold at the auction block, re- 
! sembles one of those frontier 
western ghost towns after the 
mother lode played out. 

Narrow streets of white two 
story houses, many Of them 
now deserted and up for sale, 
bear witness to the time when 
lumber was king and over 168 
families lived In the booming 


tut th« pcci.virmry community 


\umtwr Four u ft rare 
bud t»cx*uM tu hi»tu»ian». the 
t*.»ithe repibsent* one of 
tbe Uia «f the iluy engines 
l**t Wutgbmd at Use steep htUs 
WeiaVut»ii h*e% when the 


Old timers bronsed by the 
many seasons of logging in the 
•urruundmg mountains sit uly 
on the porch of the boarded up 
company store and with only 
the Ic^tl prompting eiitt UU ®- 

_ _ilevb VII Itve r i3 


rcMirned to Pocahonln* 
.uirl found another i 
inort of Interest in ihis 
ciinnl) 


day lliar we round an- 1 


talking politics lan(! i’ nmlRI ' 
set up a special subcomtnmif 
•’■quo Uj investigate the pros and con* 
of Ills Idea of buying the ra. • 
road for a tourist attraction one 
of the last steam shay lines 
•East of the Rockies. 


story 0f»Pocahontas County 
last Saturday and the place wu» 

Cass, a small mountain village 
crowded by the Allegheny foot¬ 
hills to a precarious perch on _ _. lv m UTOlai vula 

the banks or a turbulent river conl j n g Sunday at the Capitol 
named Greenbrier. i ■- —-- - 

Last Train From Cass I 

I was in Cass not to meet the 
friendly people or to admire 
i tie unequaled scenery or draw 
into mv lungs, the pure air of 
the hill county. 1 was in Cass 
to take a ride on a mountain 
railroad and when we arrived 
in the community at eight in the 
morning, the object of the af¬ 
fection of just about every rail 
fen in the eastern part of the 
nation was puffing saucily on 
a side track, taking on water. 

She was “Number Four” and 
the years have been kind to the 
little gal and her jaunty air 
did not hint that she was a 
young lady when William Jen¬ 
nings Bryan was campaigning 
for the presidency. 

“Number Four” is a rare 
bird because, to historians, the 


To Decide Sunday 

The subcommittee meets this 


in Charleston to decide on just 
what it will recommend to the 
legislature when it convenes ;rt. 
January. Most of the committee 
members have indicated pri¬ 
vately that they will advise 
that the state purchase the roll¬ 
ing stock of the former Mower 
Lumber Company and turn it 
into a rail buffs paradise. 

The town of Cass, with its 
only industry shut down and 
sold at the auction block, re¬ 
sembles one of those frontier 
western ghost towns after the 
mother lode played out. 

Narrow streets of white two 
story houses, many ‘bf them 
now deserted and up for sale, 
bear witness to the time when 
lumber was king and over 168 
families lived in the booming 
community. 

Old-timers bronzed by tho 
many seasons of logging in the 


M -- r Uldiijr ocaouua kji 141 1 

railroad, she represents one of ; surroun ding mountains sit idly 
the last of the shay engines Qn p 0rc h 0 f the boarded-up 
that laughed at toe^steep^mlis j company store and with only 


of West Virginia bac1< when the 

lumber industry was^b^j| 


the least prompting will tell i 
the roaring days in the past 
history of this lumber town. oE 
days when the big double-band 
mill sawed around the clock and 
when as many as eight of the 
smoke belching shay engines 
went up to the top of the high¬ 
est mountains to bring down 
the logs that the skidders towel 
on sky high cables from riege 
to ridge, of the "skidder boys’ 
who tooted the steam whistles 
to signal the hookers on me 
other side of a deep valley and 
whose vision was sometimes oj- 
scured by low hanging clouds 
Most of the young folks have 
moved over to nearby Green- 
bank where they have found 
jobs at the Httdio Astronomy 
Center In an unheard of protect 
of sorting signals from galaxies 
in tha outer fringes of space. 


(Turn to P*W« 
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THE STATE CAN BUY A RAILROAD 
AND OTHER STATES PROVE IT FEASIBLE 


West Virginia has something that a lot of other 
states would give a purty for and that's a bit of sure 
tourist bait in the form of a mountain and a railroad that 
chugs up it. 

The state of West Virginia can have this railroad 
if the owners don't want to get too rich on it, and if the 
state's representatives are convinced of its worth as a 
tourist attraction. 

There is every kind of interest in the idea. This 
paper has heard from everybody and his brother and all 
divinely hope that the road and its steam locomotive will 
not be relegated to the limbo of the scrap heap. * • 

Hillbilly tells the story up to now this week. It 
gives you a news account of the Sunday meeting of the 
Mowse Senate group If gives you pictures that a Virginia 
railroad fan took It gives you a pep talk letter from 
fi«anian Russell Baum who started Hillbilly out on 
Ik* avast to save the railroad. 

Keep this issue as either a souvenir of West Virgin* 
** s k»<V«*idn«ii 0# its forwardness. Remember Hillbilly 
•* ask ng tke state or private enterprise to do only what 
••he* |it«M have done to their profit, glory and pride 


legislative Report 

(From The Charleston Oatettel 
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U* (Mil — W®*» Virginia'* Mott T*IW*d About Troin 

Baum Writes Again about Cass Train 
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Kfctfc**d a group of picture* 1 took 
|ftp g|| ar ^|j tbotrd the Legislature 
V 4 return then* with the rest 

i, . u*ed them 

If the proposal with the l 
f - throtifh he wrote on Sunday 0 tober 
~ ^ m ;nA> > r interested in 
More urformatl^ of this sort of thing to use 
tji »^ar newspaper promotion. 

If so. my offer still stands of taking 
m oroond the two tourist railroads in Penn* 
fT n|tl| o: East Broad Top. which 

0MB0d up this August, was in constant com- 
n^r.cy -r. ar.d mad*- mm;. ’i.;. •" 1 w ' ® ‘ 

J ..-. North Car ‘hna And the operator of the 
nr delved into all the facets of the Tueetsie 
before «ta^r. 2 h own operaUon _And it. 
trmmj tolki With Mr. Wilburn of the EBT 


that 1 found out my info on the Twee 
l was probably instrumental 
several years ago in helping to get the 
started.MVith subsequent trips with the 
from the Tweetsie 

from the EBT at cost. I think the idea : ' 
blossomed and then trips and discussions v 
the Tweetsie man finalized the deci>.^. 

Mr Wilburn to convince the owners 
railroad, Kovalchick Salvage concern • 
Pittsburgh, to follow through with ^ 

Mr Wilburn was up until the line was offi. 

abandoned (track was never torn up than 
and still is the Operating Vice-Presiaen 
should go on a Sat. or Sun. and next wees 
first weekend in November) to th.t en^or 
vear. You can also compare the mult..._~. ■ 
vantages the Cass outfit has over the EBT .. 

(Turn to Page 8) 






' . ' * «roinrr and all 

h °P° ,hllt th ® ro * d * nd «♦* steam locomotive will 
no) b* rologMod to the limbo of the scrap heao 

Hillbilly tells the story up , 0 now this week |»’ 

« iv# ’ Cat neW * aCC ° Unt ° f ,he Sunda V me.»in 9 0 f the 
Hou.* S«nate group. It give, you pictur „ fh 9 ' ” . ,he 

railroad fan took. It give, you a pop ,„,J q,n,a 
Pennsylvanian Russell Baum who started Hillbi^ , y* , 0 u < t ^0,,, 
the quest to save the railroad. 

Keep this issue as either a souvenir of West Virgin¬ 
ia’s backwardness or its forwardness. Remember: Hillbilly 
is asking the state or private enterprise to do only what 
other states have done to their profit, glory and pride. 




There she stands, idle, ready 
for the blow torch, ready for the 
scrap heap. Anyway you look at 
it. it is sad throwing away a past 
that can he re-created to the 
sibilant sounds of a symphonic 
cash register. 


Legislative Report 

(From The Charleston Gazette) 

Members of a legislative com¬ 
mittee took a preliminary step 
bore Sunday toward possible 
purchase of a lofty little rail¬ 
road with its side attraction of 
an underground waterfall said 
to be higher than Niagara Falls. 

The railroad step was taken 
by four members of the Joint 
Committee on Government and 
Finance. They authorized Leg¬ 
islative Auditor C. H. Koontz 
to check with the Conservation 
Commission on the wisdom of 
purchasing the Mower Lumber 
Co. railroad at Cass. Pocahon¬ 
tas County. 

The commission would have 
charge of the railroad as a 
unique scenic attraction for 
tourists in the event of pur¬ 
chase by the state. 

Tentative offers totaling a 
maximum of $284,110 were 
quoted to the committee by 
Koontz. The sum represents the 
purchase price for 13 miles of 
railroad, an extensive land area, 
an old diamond stack locomo¬ 
tive and certain additional 
equipment, including flat cars. 

The offers were made by 
representatives of at least three 
principal owners who would be 
involved in the deal. They are 
Midwest Steel Corp., Mower 
Lumber Co. and Don Mower 
Lumber Co. 


Th# IMII* train tru-hd in this H was Earned also that a 
i»« imr ihr n«i» dHui.ft hull riMin private investor. Identified only 
•# ti»# imu train ra» ,u a friendly “southern bank- 

*»•*» kfifti In |iMt«r wmIIIi than 

IW* (Turn to P«go 14) 
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Dear Mr. Comstock' 

Enclosed are a gr 
on the trip Saturday at 
Special". Please return 
after you have used the 
If the proposal 
falls through (he wrot- 
30) today you may be 
more information of ihs 
in your newspaper prow 
If so, my offer 
you around the two tou 
sylvania. One. the Eas 
opened up this August, 
munication and made ms 
sie in North Carolina Ai 
EBT delved into all the 
before starting his own 
from my talks with Mr. 
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Save The Train 1 . 

TMI STATE CAN BUY A RAILROAD 
ANPOTMtR STATES PROVE IT FEASIBLE. 

W..I Virginia h« *om.lhing that . lot of other 
’ oiv. a purly for and that'* a b.t of ,ur« 

. zz. £...... 

^ of Wait Virginia can have thi. railroad 

. .. wln * |o get too rich ort it, and if the 
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Pennsylvanian Rusiell »«um wno st 
♦ he quest to »«v« the railroad. 

Keep thi* issue as either a souvenir of West Virgin¬ 
ia's backwardness or its forwardness. Remember: Hillbilly 
is asking the stato or private enterprise to do only what 
other slates have done to their profit, glory and pride. 




Legislative Report 


There she stands, idle, ready 
for the blou torch, ready for the 
scrap heap. Anyway you look at 
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(From The Charleston Gazette) 

Members of a legislative com¬ 
mittee took a preliminary step 
here Sunday toward possible 
purchase of a lofty little rail¬ 
road with its side attraction of 
an underground waterfall said 
to be higher than Niagara Falls. 

The railroad step was taken 
by four members of the Joint 
Committee on Government and 
Finance. They authorized Leg¬ 
islative Auditor C. H. Koontz 
to check with the Conservation 
Commission on the wisdom of 
purchasing the Mower Lumber 
Co. railroad at Cass, Pocahon¬ 
tas County. 

The commission would have 
charge of the railroad as a 
uniqife scenic attraction for 
tourists in the event of pur¬ 
chase by the state. 

Tentative offers totaling a 
maximum of $284,110 were 
quoted to the committee by 
Koontz. The sum represents the 
purchase price for 13 miles of 
railroad, an extensive land area, 
an old diamond stack locomo¬ 
tive and certain additional 
equipment, including flat cars. 

The offers were made by 
representatives of at least three 
principal owners who would be 
involved in the deal. They are 
MtUwot Steel Corp. Mower 
1 umber Co. and Ton Mower 
Lumber Cu. 
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W»«f VifQt*>l*‘i Moll Talk *<J About Tr«in 


Baum Writes Again about Cass Train 


fwrhw«i1 irt 1 croup of pictures I took 
m QW tiy SMiriiy aboard the “Legislature 
PImm return there with the rest 

If the proposal with the legislature 
!*. * • „ci 'he wrote on Sunday. October 

HCt '.cd*y jou may he interested in getting 
■art lafmntftoa of this sort of thing to use 

;• fwwr r raipaper promotion. 

If so my offer still stands of taking 

m troo^l the two tourist railroads in Penn- 
fyirsma One the East Broad Top. which 
up this August, was in constant com- 
rr. U r., i*. n atd made many trips to the Tweet - 
:xt m North Carolina And the operator of the 
JJfT :c..ed mto all the facets of the Tweetsie 
Utorc sighing h*» own operation. And it is 
if urn XL) uiks with Mr. Wilburn of the EBT 


that I found out my info on the Tweetsie. 

I wu probably instrumental here *’•' 
several years ago in helping to get the idea 
started.^Vith subsequent trips with the man 
from the Tweetsie to purchase equiph.. 
from the EBT at cost, I think the idea fir. 
blossomed and then trips and discuss.cn> 
the Tweetsie man finalized the decision 
Mr. Wilburn to convince the owners of : 
railroad, Kovalchick Salvage concern ne-r 
Pittsburgh, to follow through with the id- 
Mr. Wilburn was up until the line was officially 
abandoned (track was never torn up thour 
and xStill is the Operating Vice-President. ' 
should go on a Sat. or Sun..and next week the 
first weekend in November) is the end for tne 
year. You can also compare the multitude ad¬ 
vantages the Cass outfit has oyer the EBT and 
(Turn to Page 8) 
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"'Let's Save the Railroad! 


RUSSELL BAUM MAKES PLEA 
FOR "EASTERN" PRESERVATION* 


NOVEMBER «, 1 9W 
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From Page 1 

the Strasburg. There is not even a close com¬ 
parison on this score. The negative point, of 
course, is location. But I'd like Mr. Wilburn 
to tell you about the amount or lack of I 
should say. local trade. It’s mostly long dis¬ 
tance traffic. The EBT is located at Orbison- 
ia.' Pa., and the Strasburg at Strasburg. If you 
fly I’d be willing to meet you at Harrisburg 
and if you drive, either in Sunbury or Orbis- 


I think one of the great appeals in any 
newspaper drive is partly sentimental. I talk¬ 
ed about it on our trip. 1 avoided it during 
the legislature talk on purpose. But to reiter¬ 
ate the appeal to me is this. Whereas we've 
set aside Mountain tops, forests galore, 
streams and valleys, rocks and monuments 
as national and state parks — very little has 
been done to preserve the most cherished her¬ 
itage of all — our human heritage. 

And where is the preponderance of hu¬ 
man heritage? It’s in the East. The Pennsyl¬ 
vania Grand Canyon tries to emulate the 
Grand Canyon of the Colorado. The Great 
Smokies and the Hills of West Virginia ‘ry 
to be eastern pretenders to the Rockies. But 
no matter how hard we try the Monongahela 
National Forest will never compare with the 
forest of Sequoia National Park with its tow¬ 
ering 300 foot giants up to 40 feet in diam¬ 
eter. 

Want to Bo Something Else 

There is no tree in the Allegheny for¬ 
est that would give 700,000 board feet of 
lumber. There is no canyon in the East quite 
like Yosemite—Tallulah Gorge in Georgia 
comes closest. 3000 miles behind. And there 
Is no all around park like Yellowstone. And 
there is no grandeur in the world quite like 
looking at Mount McKinley (called Mt. Denali 


the cost of salvage rail at about $1.50 to $2.00 
per foot. And the more <of these places w 
add, the more attractive a travel package the 
East will be — or for that matter keeping a 
perpetual West bound tourist East dike me). 

Let's Preserve the East 
As an aside — if at this time 1 could 
land an attractive job in the West I’d do so. 

I love to travel — and that is becoming the 
American pastime—and will continue to do so. 
And with places like the proposed Cass layout 
I’ll have no need to be out West to be steeped 
in the beauty of America. I’ll be able to do it 
at home. And yes. we do have some of these 
things here, such as Williamsburg, Hopewell 
Furnace (an iron furnace Nat’l Park in Pa.) 
along with scores of military parks like Get¬ 
tysburg. which memorialize and perpetuate 
wounds of the past with hunks of stone strewn 
over the landscape. 

Let’s face it: We’ve come short of pre¬ 
serving the glory of our East. At Cass we can 
combine the serene beauty of the East in its 
finest with the transportation mode-that made 
America — the Railroad. 

And showing steam in its finest hour, 
a symbol of a passing century of tradition, is 
a nostalgic item that will live in the hearts 
of men for time to come; the personal and 
romantic throbbing of a steam engine along 
with its plaintive wail! 

What American father will not fail to 
rationalize some reason to take bis son for a 
last look and a return look for that matter? 
You talked on the trip about the West capita¬ 
lizing on the Cowboy. How about Paui Bunyan 
and the Lumberjacks’ Were they not as col¬ 
orful’ Who doesn't use lumber? And who 
doesn’t thrill to the thought of a rugged lum¬ 
berjack deep in the woods calling out in reson¬ 
ant tones — "Timberr”? How many people 
have gone through an honest to goodness saw 


These pictures were made by 
Mr and Mr*. Wm. K, Barrett, Jr. 
of Arlington, Virginia, lwo.il 
lovers who come, or dlit come 
West Virginia to worship at t 
altar of the great god Steam. This 
Is No. i Shay at a Cheat water 
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hu- 

, I,., , n ,!„. Kast. The Ponnsyt- 
m * n t'raml Canyon trlon lo cinulato the 
(Jrand Canyon of the Colorado. The Grcnl 
Smokie* and the Hills of West Virginia ry 
bo eastern pretenders lo the Rockies. But 
no matter how hard we try the MonongaheU. 
\atlonal Forest will never compare with the 
^t of Sequoia National Park with its low- 
ermg 300 foot giants up to 40 feet in diam¬ 
eter. 

Want to Bo Something Else 

There is no tree in the Allegheny for¬ 
est that would give 700.000 board feet of 
lumber. There is no canyon in the East quite 
like Yosemite—Tallulah Gorge in Georgia 
comes closest. 3000 miles behind. And there 

riet from base level and 20.300 feet from sea 
level. Watching it as I did, from Where I work¬ 
ed 150 air miles away at dusk was an awe 
inspiring sight I can never forget And with 
the help o£ two large photo murals I took, 
never shall. ‘ 

■ Can the East top that? Yes, K can. Not 
bv trying to match that which makes the 
West great, not by matching mountain peak 
for mountain peak; but by preserving that 
which made America great, by preserving 
that which the East in our history books is 
noted for—its human heritage. 

True we have beautiful forests and hills 
in the East with a certain unusual sylvan beau¬ 
ty to set them apart from those of the West but 
it’s not a dynamic beauty as with the Wes . 
And it’s not going to draw people from the 
Midwest East when it’s just about as easy 
for them to travel West. But Its a combina¬ 
tion of our pastoral beauty combined with the 
dynamism of our rich human heritage that 

will draw people to the East. Why d p P 

totidrr. children. WUI p K_ licten tO peo- 

now. Bui there go to Europe? Certainly not to listen v 

d»y whm won't. * k a language they can’t understand 

- W ” 1 - VU “" U ' scener/w/can surpass several1 

over in our own backyard. Nor for the p- 
portunity of spending the s ^°° r ““ n ' E „ rop e 
plane fare. It’s the human heritage 
—the museums colosseums, pyramids 1 
neonle there. One note-a local friend of mine 


nerving live glory of our Knot. At Cass we can 
combine the serene beauty of the East in Its 
finest with the transportation mode-that made 
America — the Railroad. 

And showing steam in its finest hour, 
a symbol of a passing century of tradition, is 
a nostalgic item that will live In the hearts 


n nostalgic Item that Will live in tne nearis These pictures were made, by 
a nostalgic I nersonal and Mr. and Mr*. Wm. E. Barrett. Jr. 

of men for time to come, the personal anu of ArUn|(Mm virgin!*, two tram 


of men lor um* to - 

romantic throbbing of a steam engine along 
with its plaintive wail! 

What American father will not fail to 
rationalize some reason to take his son for a 
last look and a return look for that matter? 

You talked on the trip about the West capita¬ 
lizing on the Cowboy. How about Paui Bunyan 
and the Lumberjacks? Were they not as col¬ 
orful’ Who doesn't use lumber? And who 
doesn’t thrill to the thought of a rugged lum¬ 
berjack deep in the woods calling out in reson¬ 
ant* tones L • Tlmberr'"’ How many people 

have gone through an honest to goodness saw 

ml Last year in Longview, Washington, 1 
went through the Weyerhauser Mill. There 
were 25 in our party. Tours were hourly every 
,day of the week. Absurd? No! In a large cen- 


lovers who come, or did come, < 
West Virginia to worship at the 
altar of the great god Steam. This 
is No. 4 Shay at a Cheat water 
stop. 


Thb mill was built in 1921. re- 
ciicrr-g oat that burned. Hillbilly 
that f **u o 1 Ci mill shoutdn t 
( e that down the years It will 
pay the state a pretty penny as a 
Kiirr.ir of the past. A logger’s 
museum could be garnered here. 


,day of the week. Absurd: in<k BT “ v ~“ Last empties come from the 

ter of population-no. Just a pure genuine in- Cheat woods . if. the last a-- - * 
ter oi p f , Inmhpr nB. And sixty year span. West 


And sixty year" span^'west Virginia 
terest in our human heritage ‘ . add 16« to its unemployed, 

remember, this is just to see a mill operate. 

There’s no ride involved. No scenery to see- 

It’s not next to anything else of inten 
There’s no timbering to watch. Its just 
look at a saw mill. 

We Have So Much . . • 

My father-in-law travels East and hauls 
me around on jaunts for guess what - just 
to see the remains of old iron 
there are crowds at the developed places bk 
H»P*w*U Why- Y.» *»<•» * MI 

we have added at Cass p t0 ^ forgotten 
a cave; and of course t* Nall0 nal Radio 

heritage of our future-^ Na„ ^ 

^ r e O r^ere b r7G0?d Mine in Them Thar 
Hills and U’s not u» ^ roe , or 

And you can contln , wan , 

any possible ^ !he feeling that 

nothing more out of __ • an d the 


Clyde «*««"» 

,),« hill*. This <» 
at West Virgin* 








children. 
Bat there 
i dir when you won't, 
stale of West Virginia, 
lemnen. have the wis- 
■erre this rich heritage. 



>ri Watching it •» I did. from whore I wont- 
IM* air nnle« away at duck was an awn 
firing sight I can never forget. And with 
the help vi two large photo murali 1 took, 1 

, never shall. 

Can the East top that? Yes. it can. Not 
hv trying to match that which makes the 
West great, not by matching mountain peak 
for mountain peak; but by preserving that 
which made America great, by preserving 
that which the East in our history books is 
noted for—its human heritage. 

True we have beautiful forests and hills 
in the East with a certain unusual sylvan beau¬ 
ty to set them apart from those of the West, but 
it's not a dynamic beauty as with the West". 
And it’s not going to draw people from the 
Midwest East when it’s just about as easy 
for them to travel West. But it's a combina¬ 
tion of our pastoral beauty combined with the 
dynamism of our rich human heritage that 
will draw people to the East. Why do people 
go to Europe? Certainly not to listen to peo¬ 
ple speak a language they can’t understand 
or to see scenery we can surpass several times 
over in our own backyard. Nor for the op¬ 
portunity bf spending the $500 round-trip air¬ 
plane fare. It’s the human heritage in Europe • 
—the museums colosseums, pyramids, that take 
people there. One note—a local friend of mine 
in the junk business advises me that the max¬ 
imum the line should be worth is $7500 a 
mile delivered in Pittsburgh if the rail is re¬ 
saleable and $5000 if of only scrap value. Also 
he says that to lay track new would cost—la¬ 
bor $10 per foot and 52,000 for switches plus 


went through the Woycrhauser Mill. There 
wore 26 In our party. Tours were hourly every 
day of the week. Absurd? No! In a large cen¬ 
ter of population—no. Just a pure genuine in¬ 
terest in our human heritage—lumbering. And 
remember, this is just to see a mill operate. 
There's no ride involved. No scenery to see. 
It's not next to anything else of interest. 
There's no timbering to watch. It’s just to 
look at a saw mill. 

We Have So Much . . . 

My father-in-law travels East and hauls 
me around on jaunts for guess what — just 
to see the remains of old iron furnaces. And 
there are crowds at the developed places like 
Hopewell. Why? You know why. And yet 
there’s nothing operating at these places. All 
there is are guides, pamphlets and restored 
and reconstructed remains. So, plus these 
three vitally interesting facets of our heritage 
we have added at Cass a perennial favorite— 
a cave; and of course the not to be forgotten 
heritage of our future—the National Radio 
Astronomy Observatory at Green Bank. Be¬ 
lieve me there’s a Gold Mine in Them Thar 
Hills and it’s not in California. 

And you can continue to ask me for 
any possible further help I may give. I want 
nothing more out of it than the feeling that 
I’ve done something for a good cause* and the 
self-satisfaction that that gives and the know¬ 
ledge that future generations and myself will 
have places to go in the East in quest for rich 
vacation spots. 

Russ Baum 


*<ld ISO to IU unemployed. 



Clyde Galfirrd brines In wood 
from the hills. This Is truly a pic¬ 
ture of West Virginia's glorious 
pasi. 


The old cboo-cboo comes tors bit 
of land on the level between the 
two switch-backs on the side of 
Old Chest. 


People, who are deeply interested in ttfe fate of the Cass railroad have been 
asking me if it is maybe possible to have a mass meeting somewhere in 
in the state. Any suggestions along this line from readers? 





PAGE FOURTEEN 



wiTh the old diamond 
slack steam locomotive capai 
of laboring up the scenic co 

plus Cass Cavern, ai 
tourist attractions. 


The underground water! 
said to be about iOO feet hi 
is within the cavern near 
railroad. 


THEY BEEN WORKIN' ON DE RAILROAD 
If West Virginia buys the railroad at Cass, and thus fills its coffers with to “ rl * 
dollars these men who met on the inspection trip two weeks ago. They are: (si ingl e 
right) J. C. Cruickshank, Jim Comstock, and Harry Pauley. Standing: Don n P* 

Riffe, Carl Frasure, Dick Bowman, P. F. Long, Robert Jacobson, A. . ee ' ;-I lUP - 

C. H. Koontz, Don Mower, Ward M. Dawson, Sr., Mr. Yoke, T. G. Matney, an 

bach. _1- 


Cass Train Report 

(From Paae 1) 

er,” is interested in buying the 
railroad if the state decides a- 
gainst making the P ur< **f®; 
His reported offer is about 
$75,009. 


\ ONLY RAILROAD 

NOT merging I 

Bet-'-e:' s' 5 - s ot ' * 

l«oi,U*}ve } 

W iestir.g senator* and * 


EE**? rj \ 

■ . P«ndl«an Courav 

highest point in the state. 








NOVEMBER \7 t WfiQ 

Mountain to the top of lwi<t 
Knob tthtch hat a reported 
r Ovation of 4.B57 foot—) U *t 
\htrv fret le*% than Spruce 
Kn«b in Pendleton County, 
hjgtmf pom: in the state. 

Proponent* of the purchase 
•*> that the steep, old-style 
railroad with the old diamond 
stock Meam locomotive capable 
of laboring up the scenic coun« 
Uy'uiSc plus Cess Cavern, are 
surefire tourist attraction* 

The underground waterfall* 
u I to he about *J0 feet high, 

: siIIuq the casern near the 

r* mod 


THEY BEEN WORKIN' ON DE RAILROAD 
If W**l Virginia buys th« railroad .-»» Cass, and thus fills ifs coffers with tourist 
lollars thr*r men who met on the inspection trip two weeks ago. They are: (sitting left to 
0 M) J C. Cruickshank, Jim Comstock, and Harry Pauley. Standing: Don Crislip, Ted 
iffe Carl Erasure, Dick Bowman, P. F. Long, Robert Jacobson, A. L. Reed, Carl Griner, 
H Koonfr Don Mower, Ward M. Dawson, Sr., Mr. Yoke, T. G. Matney, and Herb chop- 


Cass Train Report 

(From Paae 1) 

er." is interested in buying the 1 
railroad if the state decides a- 
gainst making the purchase: 
His reported offer is about 
$75.00p. 

| Co-Chairman Hirrv R. Paul- 

ley (D - McDowell i point ’ '<vs‘ 

I that the Governnv"'t ar.l F 
I nance Committee licked n 
[quorum to take formrl action 
I Sunday. The total of four mem- I 
hers present was two short of | 
the quorum required for the 10- 
member committee to do busi- 
ness. 

Pauley said he was reason- 
ably certain, however, that the 
full committee would approve 
the decision to talk about the 
matter further with the Con¬ 
servation Commission. The 
other three members present 
were Sen. A. L. Reed (R-Pres- 
toni. Del. Herbert Schupbach 
.D-Wetzel) and Del. Ward M. 
Dawson (R-Morgan). 

Will Meet Nov. 13 

The committee sot Nov, 13 
for its next meeting: More posi¬ 
tive action 1 is expected at that 
time. 

A note of urgency was in¬ 
jected in the meeting by a let- 


ONLY RAILROAD t 

NOT MERGING 

Be*-—;;-. s''s>~s of two | 

l*>ei*l»»ive c’nvni'fees Sun- J 
‘ • jesting senators and 5 

ueleqafes discussed the j 
possibility of issuing pass- $ 
es on the scenic Mower * 
Lumber Co. railroad. » 

Houw Sp«»W«r Hurry R. \ 
Pauley (D - McDowcUl com- X 
merited: 

"Thi* Is the only rail- ^ 
road I knk»w of that ^ . 
doesn't want to m e r g e s \ 

, with another one." t * 

ter from Midwest Steel Corp.. 

, which has indicated that it 
wants to remove the railroad 
before the weather gets cold if 
no sale is made. 

Committee members decided 
they don’t have the authority 
to take a proposed $5,000 option 
on the steel and rolling stock 
of the railroad. 

Pauley said the powers of the 
committee could scarcely ex¬ 
tend beyond making a favorable 
recommendation to the next 
Legislature, which convenes in 
January.- Meanwhile, he said 
he thought the Conservation 
Commission should look at the 
matter ip relation to its total 
program and make a report to 
the committee at its earliest 
opportunity. 

A long- petition signed by 
West Virginia University stu¬ 
dents in support of the pro¬ 
posal was brought to the atten¬ 
tion of the committee. 

Sfory of th* R° at * 

Committee members tookan 
Inspection tour on ‘ h « 

Tho railroad J 1 ** 1 * . ‘j?* ! 

town of Caw and wind. 
txiathrrbark *«•* 1 h0 * t 



\ 
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DECEMBER 3, 1960 


tohr'j Speech 


t* thr anlv enlerioa in deter 
nr.ng nhether wr need more 
, aw n rT or not We shall talk 
atwnt the twproe—ttnl of ed 
, mtWMl qualitv. instead, or at 
T least in addition We shall try 
tr> »erk out »avs of identify 
_ mg and rewarding talent as 
i distinguished from mere time- 
L serving It's talent that we 
f want to get and don't want !o 
( ,««—let s put our money there 
. _»r ran always get warm bod- 
► tes to stand up in a classroom 
t and call the roll We shall vis- 
j it each others campuses and 
» learn about each other’s prob- 
; lems and strengths first hand 
| I get tired of hotels—but never 
; of campuses. We shall help each 
. other First we must sell, even 
. more than we have, the values 
of higher education to the peo¬ 
ple and their leaders—make 
, absolutely clear its indispensa- 
’ bility to the State, to the Na¬ 
tion and to youth in the second 
j half of the’ 20th century. We 
shall join in encouraging Id- 
r creased corporate giving to 


The Latest Word on Cass £hoo Choo 


By Ivan N. Hunter of the Cass line but told the 

Just about everybody in West i committee that his department 
Virginia, and several other j would be glad to operate the 

states too, with a few' notable | scenic line if the legislature 

exceptions, has fallen in love followed the committee's ap- 

with the Cass Railroad. This j proval and “give us enough 

fact was brought out at the money to run it on". 

Legislative committee meeting Listing some of his object- 
held in Charleston Sunday, No- > lions to the project the Conser- 
vember 20. | ration Commissioner noted that 

A petition bearing the names the town of Cass was almost 
of 1500 Marshall College stu- inaccessable to concentrated l 
dents, along with numerous let- | tourist traffic. He also stated 


ters and wires, was read to the 
six man group before they unan¬ 
imously voted on co-chairman 
Harry Pauley's motion to recom¬ 
mend the purchase. 

The motion instructed Con¬ 
servation Director Warden M. 
Lane, to get in touch with the 
owners of the railroad and roll- 


that the cost of acquiring and 
merating the scenic shay line 
might prove prohibitive. 

Ted Rife, an employee of the 
radio-astronomy center 


be in business, at a fraction of 
the cost estimated by Director 
Lane. 

Even the amount of coal re¬ 
quired to climb Bald Knob fig¬ 
ured in the discussion. Warden 
Lane had earlier told the leg¬ 
islators that his department es¬ 
timated that it would, take ten 
tons of coal to make the steep 
ascent. 

Railfan Rife challenged thef 
tonnage figure and told the i’ 
members that it would only y 
take four tons to climb t h e 
mountain and “a half a ton to 
come down". 

We propose to hold a .pub- 


g to brrng every 

graduate m Wesi 
organ town That' 


ges in this State— 
of the State— 
in draw on them 
dents in our grad- 
'essional schools— 
all want better 
which to draw 


can get together 
s of each of our 

It would 


fact that their own education 
whether public or private, was 
heavily subsidized. Together we 
have avenues of approach to 
foundations, corporations, legis¬ 
latures. churches and individ¬ 
uals and groups of all kinds 
that we may not have sepa¬ 
rately or alone. 

We shall endeavor to explode 
the fallacies in the public mind 
such as that tax-assisted insti 
| lotions don’t need private sup 
port, that voluntary contribu 
tions to public institutions re 
duce contributions to other in 
stitutions, that private institu 
| lions can survive by just keep 
ing on raising tuition, that pri¬ 
vate institutions suffer unfair 


Green Bank, and an ardent I lie meeting somewhefe in the 
spokesman for advocates seek- .state, as suggested by the We3t 
ing to preserve the last steam j Virginia Hillbilly, to plan for 

___ mountain line in operation in i action to present our cause to 

ing stock and attempt to gel 1 the eastern United States, dis -1 the West Virginia Legislature- 

a reasonable price quoted for puted some of the-cost figures when it convenes in January", 

presentation to the full house quoted earlier in the hearing the astronomy center account- 

membership when they convene by Director Lane. ent announced at the meeting. 

;gher education and' in edu-1 in January for the 1961 ses- ' . Bluestnne Gorge and “ Public n°ti ce of the time and 

eating all our alumni to the sion. o™* £s have be'en in P lace be announced. Rife 

. During the Sunday meeting ; S m £ years and concluded._ 

Director Lane revealed some last another million". Rife EGAN WRO te HUMOROUSLY 
of the long range plans for' ^ „ But lhe Cass Llne wiu Ep*HE CIVIL WAR 
tourist devetopment in West | be so(d for scrap unless some . ()f Uu , fcw humorous 

&££*£ t£ dSSVsS; if* artl °" ~°*' Rite 

cifically mentioned the Seneca Flying Dray a ■ 

Rocks area and the Bluestone Disputing the need of an ex- I written by Michael Egan ot 
Gorge as projects whose de-1 pensive lodge to house and feed Parkers burg in 1888. 
velopment should have higher tourists Rife explained that the PARENTS LIVED 

priority than the Cass scenic, state could purchase several TWAINS^ PAREMTS^iVBB 
Railroad. '' , ' 1 


old Pullman coaches and dining IN MASON BOUNTY ^ 

Lane expressed only mild en- cars andjet^them^ffon a *d- 0 JeLveT^Mason' County 


thusiasm for the development ing and the Cass F 


scholarships. We are about to 
set up a joint statistical service j 
and joint efforts in fund-rais¬ 
ing. We hope to work more 
closely together increasingly in 


Person to Person 


i competition from low fees m| close ‘y together increasingly in R. E. Mathews of Weston will at the iBipdat 1 !® ^ to , he 
tax assisted institutions. Ail or j l ^e highly important field of receive HiUbilly for the next area why Hillbilly 

sheer nonsense. Let's ! adul1 education. a2 weeks with the Christmas |Mannauan ^ • - 
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Start Workin' on de Kailroaa 

! The&rf** TA f^T 




iK 7iea'£«96** d/ 

MT WASHINGTON. N.H . 

Sy+AA/LES FROM TOP TO BOTTOM! 


mile Cm Railroad and 9°' er .n,. 
it to Chugging up to the joes 
of Old Baldy with a cargo; he w 
free-spending, fun-loving | latui 
sti. , .. I*?,. 

.ore’s somebody that doesn t ol tl 
out the unemployed anti 

le of Cass to work running ; a lit 
little raUroad. to building nor 


something.' 



















who Will bo neccisary to tike car* gr*at mandate and he is serving 

*wr.c of vuitors. by the divine nght of kings But 

buy That somebody Is. first the he didn’t say do it, and it wasn’t 

and Governor of West Virginia. He done. One wonders why the gov- 

, the doesn’t like it because if he did ernor doesn’t like the railroad, 
argo he would have said to the legis- The Senate of West Virginia 
m ng lature, ’Buy that little railroad likes the railroad and put it m 
and let it be the first olive out the budget so it could be bought 
esn’l of the tourist jar. Buy it, boys. But the House didn’t like th< 

oved and let’s give the people back little raiiroad and they said, no 

rung a little something.” The Cover- they wouldn’t itemize it. Th 

ding nor has been made good father House and the Senate have t 



mrnmm 


Pxrr v somebody who likes 
f little Cass railroad. This 
Mr for instance But this pap- 
I any judge because this 
>er * one man’s opinion. So 
* can be discounted. But 
re are others who like the 
> ra.:road and that is just 
j* everybody in West Virgin- 
• g man on the 
Iget of the state. Why they 
t like it. nobody knows. One 
he bi.£ men says it will take 
much money and he talked 
u? toilets on top of the hill 
about other things. This 
r *r said back to him. get the 
oad first and then talk a- 
: those things. Be sensible, 
the man got ruffled and the 
*r got ruffled and nobody 
anywhere. 

rw this paper predicts that 
if thing is left up to the 
. that the railroad will be 
to those people in Marion, 
inia. who would like to have 
attract tourists. But that 
Idn t happen and this paper 
scrap till hell freezes over 


t*c*n, >vuv opened on Jut/ >- • . , , .. v ^r m 

continuously sine* tbot tune except . 

the hr-.t world wor w*d three u» in'- 

Weolher perilling, rrolnr ** 

Station .wery t>m« the •;(ock strike' - 
nine in .W, momlnfl -.l v< m the 9 ^ 

.6 o f>. M„ 0. S. IX When fatftt. 

'-■ictiori.' ore run on the teaulaily 
one! ihiA oauiwi lb* if corn to cjol ©** scnodvU*. 
ea.lv June and Cole September <ta,m nm 
A M orid 2-.V> P. M. ; othocn av traffic mnw'udv 


happen in our West Virginia hills? 




AA/LES FROM TOP TO BOTTOM / 


’ '•.a 






r►. ,• fv-i ^h'-ry »>f yowr trip up Mou,«'f Washing 

vf, Wort*!-. Fif.t "Coy Hallway. •riv.-riu.*d 
, Li i; Sy SylveM » Marwh of tink*»on. »4. H 
.♦w lotlwvay, <jh*n il«nv; kmo y«o»‘. of civt^tiu' 
^ (.'(Af'Vii on July 3. IU<JV ciikI 1io\ ojiAiotod 
f i •> <,-Jy \ir*u* tiivit tiiiiu *.**fi/pl foi ovMi yoor in 
*W • «ro«lfJ woi oih< Ihroo ill I In* loi< 


oliu ¥*lll letjvp fhc Jki*>' 
<k ifr.Ui thr liowf Itom 
•K in »»h* (V A. M 

n dftAKNHK QUID 

m) m<iul«>4 ififn 
1 u. jo! H III 

-*•’»*»*« I'tirflH tun uf II 
•n ill •»<«!&« ikflnhHK 






money *nd hr talked 
it M lop of the hill 
c<h*r thine* This 
hack to him. get thr 
nt and thrn talk a- 
thing* Hr sensible 
in gc»*. rufflr<t and the 
ndfkd and nobody 


i sly itiWO I 
vvillfJ VWfJf 


ml three' 


Vow thu paper predicts that 
.? the thm* is left up to the 
state that the railroad will be 
• .' * those people in Marion. 

% *tc.~ j * ho would like to have 
to attract tourists. But that 
cfcoaJdn’t happen and this paper 
will scrap t.:i hell freezes over 
or until the last spike is taken 
t.p and sold to the Old Domin- 
,ur. which apparently has more 
mmption and leadership than 
Jse New Dominion. 

. West Vir* 
';n;an< are interested in buying 
took to make this thing possi- 
,.e now *s the time to say your 
uece Wnte this paper now as 
what extent you can or will 
> Write to us until we get a 


happen in our West Virginia 


s£££«s 

'fash Watch for further word 
, from this paper. 

However, it is possible for the 
state to do something. But this 
I paper thinks the chances are 
molecular. This P a P e \ p th “\ kS ^ 
is a job for the people, not h 
oeople who represen 


from there, also watch for a big 
meeting in the Civic Center or 
somewhere soon. At this meet¬ 
ing we will have experts on 
hand, we’ll have lawyers to tell 
how to organize stock compan¬ 
ies, and we’ll have a treasurer 
on hands to take money. 

Let's prove to the world that 
West Virginia doesn’t have to 
go prowlng around Washington 


for commodities 


A organization to take over 





OF NEW ENGLAND 


i ff. railroad and put , “ 

Hut thf^ u ‘ t e c r n .r e 1 ^t f 

I .Ule railroad and they lid l n h „ c ( 
they wouldn't itemize it The 
House and the Senate have to 

agree or the budget can't be sub 

muted and the legislature can't 
adjourn until they get togeth- 
er. So there was a kind of com¬ 
prise. 

T-o! ? put in enough mnnev 

and if the Conservation Com¬ 
mission wants to buv it later 
then they can buy it." That was 
nice on the surface, but it still 
means that there's somebody in 
power who doesn’t like the little 
railroad and that the state will 
never buy it. Or so this paper 
thinks. 

There is somebody who likes 
the little Cass railroad. This 
paper, for instance. But this pap¬ 
er isn't any judge because this 
paper is one man's opinion. So 
that can be discounted. But 
there are others who like the 
little railroad and that is just 
about everybody in West Virgin¬ 
ia except the strong man on the 
budget of the state. Why the> 
don't like it, nobody knows. Oni 
of the big men says it will taki 
too much money and he talkei 
about toilets on top of the hi! 
and about other things. Thi 
paper said back to him. get th 
railroad first and then talk ; 
bout those things. Be sensibl 
But the man got ruffled and tl 
paper got ruffled and noboc 
got anywhere. 

Now this paper predicts th 
if the thing is left up to tl 
state, that the railroad will 
sold to those people in Marie 
Virginia, who would like to ha 
it to attract tourists. But tb 
shouldn’t happen and this pap 
will scrap till hell freezes ov 
or until the last spike is tak 
up and sold to the Old Dom 
ion. which apparently has mi 
gumption and leadership tl 
the New Dominion. 

If enough of you West 1 
ginians are interested in buy 
stock to make this thing po 
ble. now is the time to say y 
piece Write this paper now 
tc what extent you can or 
go Write to us until we gt 
good organization to take ( 


and let it be the first olive ou' I 
of the tourist jar. Buv it, boys 
and let's give the people back 
a tittle something." The Gover¬ 
nor has been made good father 
of the West-- Virginians by a 


■n lists. 

There's somebody that doesn't 
ant to put the unemployed 
eople of Cass to work running 
tat little railroad, to building 
tc large tourist camps that 


3/2MILES TO THE 


Couldn't something like this 


Hillbilly's Salute to The Irish h 




Complete Text 

M* pwr**** ***** w 10 

goat <-,• of the stale of Writ 

\. <{. •* « pmretusmg and operating • 
■ at the Dw»r Lumbar Co In 
Com. Wnt Virginia ** an operating 
K ^ atri , r . j> ruitcMtling and lumbering— 
tar* of U» century style— for the bene¬ 
fit ?; the people of the itate and as a 
| aujar toomi attraction And further, to 
;hjt this tourist attraction would 
pjy own way from its own revenue. 

Railroad*, and especially logging 
ra.iroadi. hat* for the past 15 years 
Peer my primary hobby Through busi¬ 
ness the military service, and vacations, 
1 base urveled and seen most of the 
interesting railroads in 49 of our 50 
exes. Canada, and Mexico from the 
Cc-jiu.la and Zocateas to the White Pass 
and Yukon. In riding over the Mower 
railroad last October it occurred to me 
that few Railroad and none of the opera 
ling tourist railroads came close to 
marching the Mower in spectacular 
scenery Further the most scenic part of 
•hi l:r.e is within 6 miles of Cass. 

It was because of this ride that 
the thought kept mulling over in my 
m.nd that this definitely would be the 
line to preserve as an operating log¬ 
ging railroad to be promoted as a 
tourist attraction. It would be a natural 
for the state to include it it) its Park 
System Th.s whole concept of a railroad 
park u not new In 1947 the Edarville 


of Russeli Baum's Cass 

ii the Silverton Line running from Dur¬ 
ango to Silverton. Colorado. They are 
booked up in advance for tickets and a 
ride over their 45 miles of track requires 
a four day wait on the average. Today 
Durange is a booming tourist center. 
Hotel rates shot from $2.50 eight years 
ago to $7.00 today for a single, and the 
u.iusuai pari is that Durange is 450 miles 
from the nearest city of over 5,000 
population and has to compete with such 
attractions as the Grand Canyon. Rocky 
Mountain National Park, and Yellow¬ 
stone for the long distance tourists. 

Another is the East Broad Top in 
Penna. It started this August with a 
five mile trip through some pleasant 
farm land. It is presently bettering ex¬ 
pectations and Mr. Wilburn, the opera- 
itng Vice President, expects to add to 
the line next year. 

Although these other railroads are 
operating quite successfully, they have 
only one basic attraction, that is a rail¬ 
road with an operating antique steam 
engine hauling poeple for an average of 
five miles over the track. The Mower 
Lumber Co. Railroad has far more to 
offer. 

To start with, it would be the 
operation of a real railroad—most of the 
tourist lines are built for the occasion 
and for the historian type person, there¬ 
fore lack interest. 

The Mower does not merely go 


Railroad Plea 

tenlial to serve as a tourist attraction.. 

The engines themselves are very 
unique in the ann2ls of Railroading. They 
ate Shay geared steam engines complete 
with a real 1890 dimond stack. There 
are two switchbacks on the line. And l 
know of only two others left in the 
U. S. 

There is an added attraction of a 
mammoth cave only about 50 yards from 
the suggested termination of the line on 
the hill. This cave has received innum- 
erable write-uos in certain magazines. 

A cave in itself would attract numerous 
tourists, and the combination would 
make a very strong tourist attraction. 

Then ‘at Greenbank, five miles 
away is a large observatory that would 
help attract still more people. 

The Mower operation would re¬ 
quire the operation of only five njiles 
of track and the purchase of six miles. 
This would take the line through it* 
finest scenery, and five miles is the ideal 
length for this sort of thing. 

Because the major investment is 
there, the cost would not be large and 
no more than scrap value for rail and 
engines. 

To summarize—none of the oth-tr 
railroads serve any other purpose than 
to memorialize steam railroads, and none 
have operating geared engines or in¬ 
teresting scenery. With the Mower you 
have in addition Ihe large interest in 


K (l was born in Cape Cod District of 
Ma-.v with six mile of track around 
a Cranberry Bog. Today it is the most 
successful of the tourists operations. The 
passengers each year are in the hun¬ 
dreds of thousands. 

Another tourist railroad is the 
Twectsie at Blowing Rock. N. C.. near 
the Sm&ktoi but In a remote section of 
N C.~ t warn told that last year they 


around in a circle or over an unintcr- 
e-'ing stretch of land. The other lines 
operating in the East can come nowhere 
near matching its scenery. You would 
have the added interest of lumbering— 
turn of the century style—and lumbering 
in itself has a great appeal to many peo¬ 
ple. Today in the United States the only 
railroad logging by the old method o f 
rail to logging point and sktdder car 


legging—the chance to show old time 
logging railroading at its best and ■» 
large undeveloped cave. 

However this is the last opporlum- 
ty to do something about it Unless it 
is stopped, the salvage company warns 
the tracks npped up by time ,r 
sets in. Building a new railroad wou.J 








Complete Text of Russeli Baum's Cass Railroai 


■ here today is to sug- 
_ _ j of the state of West 

Virginia's ‘'purchasing £ 


segment of the Mower 


Lumbar Co. in 
operating 


Cass. West Virginia 

museum of railroading and lumbering 
turn of the century style-for the bene¬ 
fit of the people of the state and as a 
i major tourist attraction. And further, to 
I show that this tourist attraction would 
pay its own way from its own revenue. 

Railroads, and expecially logging 
railroads, have for the past 15 years 
been my primary hobby. Through busi¬ 
ness, the military service, and vacations, 
i I have tarveled and seen most of the 
interesting railroads in 49 of our 50 
states. Canada, and Mexico from the 
Cookuila and Zocateas to the White Pass 
and Yukon. In riding over the Mower 
railroad last October it occurred to me 
that few Railroad and none of the opera 
ting tourist railroads came close to 
matching the Mower in spectacular 
scenery. Further the most scenic part of 
the line is within 6 miles of Cass. 

It was because of this ride that 
the thought kept mulling over in my 
mind that this definitely would be the 
line to preserve as an operating log¬ 
ging railroad to be promoted as a 
tourist attraction. It would be a natural 
for the state to include it iij its Park 
System. This whole concept of a railroad 
park is not new In 1947 the Edarville 
R R was born in Cape Cod District of 
Mass, with six mile of track around 
a Cranberry Bog. Today it is the most 
successful of the tourists operations. The 
passengers each year are in the hun¬ 
dreds of thousands. 

Another tourist railroad is the 
T**«iU* st Blowing Hock. N. C.. near 

me tftlt fn a remote section of 

I N C l was told that last year they 
made 1150.000 net proift. This year they 
are 4'Jdinf f30.000 In superfluous addt- 
Uom iuch as the purchase of a railroad 
locomotive from the White Pms and 
Yukon m Alaska They have a five mile 
oftJe of track Another good example 


a \ 
The 
away is a 
help attr. 
Th 


ar.ge to Sllverton. Colorado. They aTe 
booked up in advance for tickets and a The en 

ride over their 45 miles of Wack requires m lhe 

a four day wait on the average. Today JL * 

Durange is a booming tourist center ir . , r ” a ' 

Hotel rates shot from $2.50 eight years know t,^'* 
ago to $7.00 today for a single, and the u s ‘ on 
u.iusual pari is that Durange is 450 miles 
from the nearest city of over 5.000 There 

population and has to compete with such C! 

attractions as the Grand Canyon. Rocky .v* 
Mountain National Park, and Yellow- er*bl ** 
stone for the long distance tourists. C Wrt ' 

Another is the East Broad Top in tourhn 
Penna. It started this August with a make S ‘ d 

five mile trip through some pleasant 
farm land. It is presently bettering ex¬ 
pectations and Mr. Wilburn, the opera- 
itng Vice President, expects to add to 
the line next year. 

quire th< 

Although these other railroads are 0 j track 
operating quite successfully, they have Thig wo , 
only one basic attraction-, that is a rail- finest sct 
road with an operating antique steam length f. 
engine hauling poeple for an average of B 

five miles over the track. The Mower 
Lumber Co. Railroad has far more to tnore - 1 
offer. no mon 

To start with, it would be the 
operation of a real railroad—most of the 
tourist lines are built for the occasion 
and for the historian type person, there¬ 
fore lack interest. 

The Mower does not merely go 
around in a circle or over an unimer- 
e- 'tng stretch of land. The other lines 
operating in the East can come nowhere 
near matching its scenery. You would 
hove the added interest of lumbering— ^ 

turn of the century style—and lumbering r - v to ** 
in itself has a great appeal to many peo- 
pie. Today in the United States the only e 
railroad logging by the oM method o- 
rail to logging point and skidder car v 

and cable is the Mower Lumber Co. It ^ 

travels the highest point East of the maki; 

Mississippi River of any railroad It s 
has the best scenery East of the Rockies. Tr *‘ 

and is the only operational Railroad East business*** 
ofNthe Sierras that would have the ?o- House 


engines. 

T 

railroad; 
to memt 
h3ve of 
teres: in ° 
have in 
logging- 
logging 
large un 


/ / J 

(JU* ( 



of Russell Baum's Cass 

the Stl verton Llm> running from Dur- 
’* sjlvcrton. Colorado. They arc 

up in advance for tlckeks and a 
ndr over iheir 45 miles of track requires 
4 four day wait on the average. Today 
parang* is * booming tourist center. 
Motel rates shot from $2.50 eight years 
today for a single, and the 
U .usual par. is Mat Durange is 450 miles 
the nearest city of over 5.000 
papulation and has to compete with such 
litractions as the Grand Canyon. Rocky 
Park, and Yellow- 
: ; or .e for the long distance tourists. 

Another is the East Broad Top in 
R .-:.irt?d this August with a 
ne mile trip through some pleasant 
arm .'and. It is presently bettering ex¬ 
ecrations and Mr. Wilburn, the opera- 
„ g V;ce President, expects to add to 
•e line next year. 

Although these other railroads are 
aerating quite successfully, they have 
sly one baste attraction, that is a rail- 
ad with an operating antique steam 
giae hauling poeple for an average of 
- miles over the track. The Mower 
'tuber Co Railroad has far more to 


fer. 

To start with, it would be the 
MBtiMi of a real railroad—most of the 
ltd )!■*« are built for the occasion 
4 !r,r the historian type person, ihere- 


re lack interest 

Tar Mower does not merely go 


in a circle or over an ur.inter- 


txstuh of land The other lines 


ptrit.r s ;r. the East can com* nowhere 
WMt its scenery. You would 


Um added interest of lumbering 
imrh A ike ceMury etyW—end lumbering 

Mk it nit Sm * ***** appeal to many p«°- 
.t. IK* U»i*e«l Mate* Ih* only 


r»:i to point and ikidder car 

*r4 <*uk i* the Mower Lumber Co H 
ira.e.i the highest point K*M of th** 
Mmompim It,v*r of any railrood It 
has the belli WWO °f Rookie* 
and u tbr ooiy a^rratumai Railroad 
af ibt heeiTaa that would have the 


Railroad Plea 

tenlial to serve as a tourist attraction. 

The engines themselves are very 
unique in the annals of Railroading. They 
are Shay geared steam engines complete 
with a real 1890 dimond stack. There 
are two switchbacks on the line. And I 
know of only two others left in the 
U. S. 


There is an added attraction of a 
mammoth cave only about 50 yards front 
the suggested termination of the line on 
the hill. This cave has received innum¬ 
erable write-uus in certain magazines 
A cave in itself would attract numerous 
tourists, and the combination would 
make a very strong tourist attraction. 

Then ‘at Greenbank. five miles 
away is a large observatory that would 
help attract still more people. 

The Mower operation would re¬ 
quire the operation of only five njiles 
of track and the purchase of six miles. 
This would take the line through its 
finest scenery, and five miles is the ideal 
length for this sort of thing. 


Because the major investment is 
there, the cost would not be large and 
no more than scrap value for rail and 
engines. 

To summarize—none of the other 
railroads serve any other purpose than 
to memorialize steam railroads, and none 
have operating geared engines or in¬ 
teresting scenery. With the Mower you 
have in addition the large interest in 
legging—the chance to show old time 
logging railroading at its best and a 
large undeveloped cave. 

However this is the last opportuni¬ 
ty to do something about it Unless it 
\% stopped, the salvage company warns 
the tracks ripped up by time 
Building a new railroad 


be prohibitive. 

The highways for entering Co>» 
from East. North, and South are wty 
making it readily lcces5iblC 

Tralnlan Baum, a P.nn. Y !v."i. 

‘t—* h 

m. Haul* Ot O.I-M'*. *■ ^ 
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To Buy or Not To Buy a Mountain Railroad 


LOCOMOTIVE, THE LAST OF ITS KIND, 


, ' MANS Of GOODWILL TAKE A RIDE BEHIND A SMOKE BELCHING 
~« FEASIBILITY Of THE STATE S BUYING THE RAILROAD AS BAIT FOR TOURISTS, WHO HAVE FOND MEMORIES OF STEAM. 

... ! !hii roocnt tiling lecher-, „on And -here ore others Dick We see load, stee! along | ferent shade, of Hue in each 

.... .u,;> upon 4 herd of young Bowman, whom I know and Dr the track and am jolted in o 

. „u firld who exaspera- Frank Callendar of the Green the thoughts ot how this trato 

- , • :-c v p.n .'nut no mind at all Bank observatory Meet Dr and its track will be Wee ««r 

• . . tin* crate on with the hard-to- Phillip Newell", somebody says tain of the natives of Guam 

4rp» run get nonorhalance of the gender, and I ' .' '" w 


, | scriber whom 1 have 
. J much about but had 


a sub- whom the Japanese slew. They, 
heard the Japs, made each man dig 
, , . . _ , much about out nau never | his grave and get down on his 

. r r . ... 8,11 Spvro • El Poco the ap- ™ ,cn kn ees at the edge of it. so that 

- . ; ■ pointed place in Marlmton, Is mel ; . the big knife came down 

. Mr Eoomr himself who is, Strangely enough I learned , H " ould b | kicke d in after 

• landing tn front of the place .about Rev. Newell. Presbyter- seve red head It's like this 

. ’ ** md wondering why it Isn't I Ian pastor at Grcenbank. when, . . ,j steam loco . 

. ' pen Me tells me where Sena- , went to New York that time ridmgIt wlU 

• 'or Car! Gainer ,s in the motel., l0 check the Big City for its track end haul it to 

m I go there and after a while poverty and depressed areas of P. ul1 , up .._... .u. vm -_j 

* JW Senator Arch Reed comes in I people following the dressing- 

- i.*ar-. assoc:- and we all go to breakfast, the l down that the Saturday Eve- 

-Mosmtain Rad place now being open and bust- 1 mng Post gave West Virginia. 

! felt was ap- bng Al one booth are Mr. and One of the social workers there 

mat re grave Vrs Koontz and at another | told nfe about Greenbanik's 

. lone -n the .< Delegate J. C. Cruikshanks. Rev. Newell. And others had 

»bove Caw in Speaker Pauley comes in. .'told me about him. how he is 

known as the Hotrodding Clr-, . . ., 

cull Rider in a Jaguar. He was u W f, P ass , 3 road . and the 
there and so was his Jaguar. «' hlstle tb °‘? a warning. A car 

> And so were his wife and chil- 1 stops and disgorges its passen- 

> dren. I have never met a more gers because a tram with smoke 

: delightful family. is something to see. A little 

. , , , ?irl waves and I remind my- 

_/" d r . s _ the , re self to read some of good old 


Ike and Taxes 

(crap I had 

somewhat Bill Sperry introduces ; 
he engineer a stranger, a fellow by the 
a bit of name of Gambit!, who 

‘ring that lawyer, and who stops ... .. 

i place when passing through 


the bottom of the hill and 
when the job is done it too 
will go for scrap. Unless, of 
course, the State orders * 
stay of execution. 

Train With Smoke 


of that part of West Virginia. I at lbe station, font Edgar. foi jTom Wolfe and I promise.my- 
the Tell him that story", says | jnstanee. Tom is running for| self j w m Upward we go and 
riii an/i K«in—i.. .-m. ! House of Delegates (Democrat) j j- - - . 


. Bill and Gambill haltingly tells 
K* of iteam f»r a possbile what he had been telling Bill, 
*“ nrt junction. something about how President 

Eisenhower evades taxes by 
Mt *' •» Marl inton renting his Gettysburg farm to 

The day o' lookme ,v.„ Ge0rge AIlen and Clinl Murchi-'J 
a!>r -*i, SMturdav ,° thc son or somebody. None of it is 
vc I » 4 , 4 sir I J,.I rlear t0 mo ' or even interesting. 

-, c I. bul lhe fe,low to talking 

' *< 'he poin- ,f 5 ' )0ut how b ‘8 shots play up to 
lbrlmtoB « nine o'Xv i lh , e ,, Pres ‘ dent and he starts 
left Kvchwood e*rt?*» thM t t' U k,ng ab ° Ul lhis fcllow who 
»ld drive dowly '/ve^Kenni RCl f T vllcd t0 the white House 
ln mountain and .ilr.i.r), tl ' and ! 1<>w be worlts ,be deals 
-:n„. ..... ,, r : . , ’ » c that keeps him on the invite 

famous There ire ■‘‘' t ° nt j lnvo,ved a book ' and 
> prints. 


E jvvSia„siu,„r e ; w ”,L l -s 

half man that Pearl Buck • • - ■ - - - 

describes in her chapter on 
Hillsboro (her birthplace) in 
"My Many Worlds”. Tom Edgar 
left his “other half", his two 
legs, in Europe. There's a 
story there, which I haven’t 
Ume or room for now. Let it 
suffice to say that he was an 
officer and he sat in a church 
in Germany (?) making plans 
for an attack when a bomb came 
through the mof and took his 
legs off clean above the knees. 

Yes, there’s a story there be¬ 
cause the officer completed his 


There ■. 

beautiful in the , 


r u ! bul f have j 

-re liem The day waa At a dinner Elsenhower spoke 
'' . r ' lf 31 ,0 w..Mih,.r and 3 P° em that he hadn't read 
. ''"' A' 7 55 I started ln W*' hul would give a farm 
Eocahontai side of —° r maybe a golf course — 
tii.i*”? here and ! n f;wjr « ia for If anybody could 

mnrnifi.? ,l ou * t 1,1 *H. i !^’ a f _He said the poem was 


old Comstock is going to freeze 
to death” and 1 look about me 
and see that all the rest have 
'intelligently anticipated 
kind of weather and are dress¬ 
ed in fitting garb. And Dick 
Bowman has evidently antici¬ 
pated my dumbness and has 
brought along an extra parka¬ 
like thing which he gives me 
and which shrouds me like a 
mummy’s bandage and I never 
had it so good. 


receding p- 

I talk with Tom Edgar’s wife, 
a charming and devoted wife. I 
I ask her how he will negotiate 
the problems of the legislature 
if he is elected. She tells me 
have been many 
problems but all have been 
solved and taken care of, and 
this one will. Mrs. Edgar is a 
learned and well-read woman 
and her knowledge of things 
in general is rather tremen¬ 
dous and her interest in pro¬ 
moting tourism for West Vir¬ 
ginia in general and her own 
Pocahontas in particular is al¬ 
most a passion with her. And 
Peral Buck is indeed a pas- 

Her father-in-law, Tom’s fa¬ 
ther, of course, owns the old 
Pearl Sydenstricker Buck home 
at Hillsboro. Pearl Buck comes 
often to visit the place and 
in this way has become some¬ 
thing of a member of the 
Edgar family and they love 
her. Or Mrs. Tom Edgar does. 
“She is the most gracious 
woman I ever knew", she told 
me. "She is kind and consider¬ 
ate, and devoid of all pretence. 
You would think she would 
have the right to ‘put on’ just 
a little, but she doesn’t. And 
she has no use for people 
who pretend to be something 
that they aren’t”. 

Character of Pearl Buck 


I had heard that Tom took 
offense at Pearl Buck's re¬ 
ferring to him as “half man” 

'in her book. “Nothing to it at 

John Killoran comes up to | all. Tom knows what she meant. 

.. me and 1 say. “Fill me in, I He knows what happened to 

plans, gave some orders in con” "John" and John fills me in him. He isn’t a baby. As a 
nection with them, and called a | and good. "This is one of the matter of fact he is all man. 
driver and had himself loaded stee P railroads. Railroad grades He understands more than peo- 
a jeep and taken away to lare to ld in percentages. A rise pie think and be bears no 
base hospital. Tom Edgar | of one inch per hundred feet grudges. I think he is pretty 
„ . , is one percent, for instance, great". 

I Now most Main T.ino nuilt ami AnH I think sh« fs DrettV 



is indeed a man. 
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To Buy or Not To Buy a 

CERTAIN WEST VIRGINIANS OF GOODWILL TAKE A RIDE BEHIND A SMOKE 
TO LOOK INTO THE FEASIBILITY OF THE STATE'S BUYING THE RAILROAC 


One barometer of aging I 
think !> a propensity to associate 
a contemporary act with a half 
rememhrrod tune or the half 
for.Mt*en words of an old song 
Las' Saturday there kept com 
ir.g :>) my mind s ear bits of an 
cd hymn that I used to listen 
to. but was never brave enough 
to participate in. about life 
feeing ’-k" a “mountain rail- 
ineer that was 
brave and admonished me and 
the rest of the congregation to 
• f he run successful from 

the cradle to the grave”. 

The “contemporary” associ- 
a\ >r.: was a real Mountain Rail¬ 
road one which I felt was ap¬ 
proaching a premature grave 
a« t*« •* rk being done in the 
■Mdfc of Cheat above Cass in 


but concentrating quite lecher-1 tion. And there a 
ously upon a herd of young | Bowman, whom 1 
heifers in a field, who exaspera- Frank Callendar 
tingly pay him no mind at all Bank observato 
bill graze on with the hard-to- Phillip Newell", 
get nonochalance of the gender, and 1 shake hai 


The first man I meet at 
Bill Sperry’s El Poco, the ap- 


I scriber whom 
much about 1 


>unty 


was done 
locomotive, 
crap I had 
somewhat 
if engineer 
a bit of 
ring that 
latum to a 


.pointed place'in Marlinton, is 1 met - 
Mr. Koontz himself who is | Strangely en 
1 standing in front of the place I about Rev. N< 
and wondering why it isn’t i ian pastor at ( 
open. He tells me where Sena- i went to Nev 
tor Carl Gainer is in the motel, to check the 
I go there and after a while poverty and d 
Senator Arch Reed comes in people follow 
and we all go to breakfast, the 1 down that tl 
place now being open and bust- ning Post ga 
ling. At one booth are Mr. and One of the sc 
Mrs Koontz and at another told nle ai 
;s Delegate J. C. Cruikshanks. Rev. Newell 
Speaker Pauley comes in. told me abo 

known as tl 
cuit Rider i) 
there and s 
Bill Sperry introduces me to And so wer 
a stranger, a fellow by the dren I hav' 
name of Gambill. who is a tax delightful i 
lawyer, and who stops at BilVs ^ n< j 
place when passing through 
that part of West Virginia 
Tell him that story', says 
(till and Gambill haltingly tells 
what he had been telling Bill, 
romethmg about how President 
Kttenhower evades taxes by 


Ike and Taxes 


TV* 4 

■MA ',<4 

asm t Vi 
JkttJU.u 


rg farm \o 
lint Murcht-N 
one of it U 
interesting. 


at the stat 
instance 
House of 
from Poc 

half mai 
describes 
Hillsboro 

My Many 
left bis ” 
legs, in 




"makf the run successful from 
the cradle* 10 the grave ”. 

The ‘'contemporary" associ¬ 
ation U'.i> .1 real Mountain Rail- 
ro.ol one which I felt was ap¬ 
proaching a premature grave 
its work being done in the 
heal above ( 1 r . in 
Pocahontas < 'ounty was done 
and d. track and locomotive. 

being sold for scrap. I had 
fortunately. and somewhat 
miraculously, been the engineer 
that was brave In a bit of 
legislative maneuvering that 
brought the depredation to a 
standstill until a delegation of 
legislators could look into the 
matter of preserving this ves¬ 
tige of steam for a possbile 
tourist attraction. 


I go there and after a while poverty and r 
Senator Arch Reed comes in p eop \ fi follov 
land we all go to breakfast, the! down that t 
1 place now being open and bust-1 n ing Post gj 
ling. At one booth are Mr. and^One of the si 
Mrs. Koontz and at another 1 told, nte a 
is Delegate J, C. Cruikshanks. Rev. Newel’ 
Speaker Pauley comes in. told me ab« 
' known as t 
' cuit Rider 


Meet In Marlinton 


The day of looking into the 
matter was Saturday at Cass 
and I was invited by Legislative 
Auditor Clarence H. Koontz to 
be at the point of assemble 
at Marluiton at nine o'clock. 
I left Richwood early so that I 
coaid drive slowly over Kenni- 
n mountain and absorb the 

h this 

drive is famous There are 
drhjjwniore beautiful in the 
tppose. but I have 
ihem The day was 
ai to weather and 
A! 7 5 
’ocahont 


Ike and Taxes 

there and 

Bill Sperry introduces me to .\nd so we 
a stranger, a fellow by the dren. I ha^ 
name of Gambill, who is a tax delightful 
i lawyer, and who stops at Bill’s ° . , 
place when passing through 
that part of West Virginia. th ® f 
‘Tell him that story”, says “J siance - 
Bill and Gambill haltingly tells hi0Use ot 
what he had been telling Bill, 
something about how President 
Eisenhower evades taxes by 
renting his Gettysburg farm to 
George Allen and Clint Murchi-\| 
son or somebody. None of it is 
i clear to me, or even interesting, - . 

but the fellow gets to talking Sl ° ry 
about how big shots play up to ... . 

the President and he starts ~ . 
talking about this fellow who 
gets invited to the White House \ n “2 
and how he works the deals 
that keeps him on the invite 
list. One involved a book, and g 


from Po 
‘‘half m< 
describes 
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“My Man 
left his 
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is a story. I think, worthy of 


Yes, th« 


cause tt 


l 



■the prints. 

K plans, g 

At a dinner Eisenhower spoke nection 
of a poem that he hadn’t read driver s 
in years, but would give a farm in t 0 a j 
—or maybe a golf course — the bas 
in Georgia for if anybody could IS index 
locate it. He said the poem was 
about a boy on the farm, who 
bated it. and then grew up to 
become a wealthy man. but 
now he wanted desperately to 
get back to the simple ways 
again The President could versity 
<|uote but two lines from the railfan 
poem That'* all he knew. who is 
Thu fellow who was trying to Attorne 
h’ake K.tenhower didn’t sav a subscrib 
word Soon as the dinner was Frasier 
o%er he got to a phone and The ti 
Parted calling book stores ui , ^ nuM 
Nr* YuMr lie recited the 
to each of them and 


And 

spellini 






Kennifon and stopped nerr anu 
I hero Just to look at it all 
Early morning vapor was rising 
from the prone theatre wings 
of the hills and the sun was 
coming through strong enough, 
and «arlv enough, to turn the 
<1ru or maybe the crystals 
i sequin 

spangled type of thing that 
sparkled on the bright and 
' • ■ .md 

vrlln*' of the leaves, not to 
speak of the undertones of 
ln*rn limbs and green of still 
greer. and created with¬ 

in me the image of bespangled 
gypsy girls dancing in an au¬ 
rora of Kloig lights What a 
vondc'fj! wonderland this all 
*< 4hn Irive in the autumn 
©ter Krnmson. 

Th ■ b • .’ v of it parades and 
rxUrds or. tosn the countour 
of the hi!l and hills to the 
green level below, whore the 
t: n't come so early, and 


•Vft gre 

*n clings for a few 

more pret 

r.ous minutes before 

docfi.r.* t 

he fatal costume. 

wfcirh. a»i 

(hough colorful and 

fXT H t'i 

U the danse macabre 

U nature 

the fling before 

+L4 tL>r 

r** Winter holds all 

la Ukrar, 1 

become potetic. 

1*55 faV.Irt 

y ytrki me back 1 

rtm i d<r 

■a hard upon the 

Iras-.- a* 

rt tuet.r dangerously 



locate It. He said the poem was 
about a boy on the farm, who 
hated it, and then grew up to 
become a wealthy man. but 
now he wanted desperately to 
get back to the simple ways 
again. "The President could 
quote but two lines from the 
poem. That’s all he knew. 

This fellow who was trying to 
make Kisenhower didn’t say a 
word. Soon as the dinner was 
over, he got. to a phone and 
started calling book stores in 
New York. He recited the 
quotation to each of them and 
offered a ridiculous price to 
the man who could find it 
first. One was found after a 
short time and the man char¬ 
tered a private plane to fly 
the book to Washington and 
within a short time after the 
dinner was able to say to the 
President, "Oh, by the way, I 
just happen to have with me 
the book that has that poem in 
it that you wanted . . 

Last Train from Cass 

There’s no sense in taking 
all the cars, so we double up 
and it isn’t long until we are 
at Cass. There is a crowd about 
the old steam locomotive which 
belching out smfeke in 
proper salutation l <ce fami- 


Won. 

And 1 r 
tv-man. ai 
(spelling, i 
versity of 
railfan. I r 
who is rur 
Attorney, 
subscriber. 
Frazier of 

The trai 
the moun 1 
legislators 
wish to ta! 
of what k 
can be ti 
crass to sp 
for a ride 
or persom 
and an o] 
log car fo 
go open-ai 
of the jot 

From th 
:is skywart 
we are p 
‘mill that 1 
and we p 
i road skii 
, vanked it 
hills beyc 
doubt goo< 
no greats 
•hen that 


'.’tfj i jfu| ‘lands ways when a steam engine is 

■'-** #-*m! H < *«*d i* thrust puffing John Ktlbsrsn the the world 

*• hit \\ s \Z IV man who has been how there < 
Mlii <..**• jt. »r^j »>•-■ *«.- t'«ung to hat (or the trun > muwrura a 

i . m gUifcc* preservation over hu W them*- » 





E BELCHING LOCOMOTIVE, THE LAST OF ITS KIND, 

> AS BAIT FOR TOURISTS. WHO HAVE FOND MEMORIES OF STEAM. 


p , k We soo loads of steel along 
i i am jolted Into 

;rr<-n tho thoughts of how this train 
Pr and its track will be like cer* 
natives of Guam 
v..t» whom the Japanese slew. They, 
frrard the Japs, made each man dig 
sever his grave and get down on his 
knees at the edge of it, so that 


i. t ‘ whe*i the big knife came down 

P L he could be kicked in after 


h:> severed head. It’s like this 
for the kind old steam loco- 
m ’»ve we are riding. It will 
pull up its track and haul it to 
bottom of the hill and 
when the job is done it too 
will go for scrap. Unless, of 
course, the State orders a 
stjjr of execution. 


Train With Smoke 


a road and the 
i a warning A car 
\ gorges Its passen- 
a train with smoke 
g to see. A little 
and I remind my 
«ome of good old 
and I promiae. my- 
pwafd we go and 
i4*r and I hear 
i wt that Poor 
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ferent shades of blue in each 
receding peak. 

I talk with Tom Edgar’s wife, 
a charming and devoted wife. I 
ask her how he will negotiate 
the problems of the legislature 
if he is elected. She tells me 
that there have been many 
problems but all have been 
solved and taken care of, and 
this one will. Mrs. Edgar is a 
learned and well-read woman 
and her knowledge of things 
in general is rather tremen¬ 
dous and her interest in pro¬ 
moting tourism for West Vir¬ 
ginia in general and her own 
Pocahontas in particular is al¬ 
most a passion with her. And 
Peral Buck is indeed a pas¬ 
sion. 

Her father-in-law, Tom’s fa¬ 
ther, of course, owns the old 
Pearl Sydenstricker Buck home 
at Hillsboro. Pearl Buck comes 
often to visit the place and 
in this way has become some¬ 
thing of a member of the 
Edgar family and they love 
her. Or Mrs. Tom Edgar does. 
She la the most gracious 
woman 1 ever knew**, she told 
me '’She la kind and consider¬ 
ate. and devoid of aU pretence. 
You would think *he would 
have the right to put on’ just 
4 UUle. but the doeenT. And 
»fc* ha* no two foe people 
who pretend to be something 

Ihg they AfeA'l *• 


OufMft' e# Boeh 
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course. the State orders a 
rr stay of execution. 

Train With Smoke 

r We pass a road and the 
: warning A car 
u e* It ■ pa en 
k ’«>r.s because a train with smoke 
: % something to see. A little 
,• :! w.tvos and I remind my- 
, • , ! in.- i * I gOOd "Id 

Turn Wolfe and I promise.my¬ 
self I will Upward we go and 
:: k ;ets colder and I hear 
Uruickshank* say that “Poor 
old Comstock is going to freeze 
• o death" and I look about me 
..nd see that all the rest have 
'intelligently anticipated this 
kind of weather and are dress¬ 
ed in fitting garb. And Dick 
Bowman has evidently antici¬ 
pated my dumbness and has 
brought along an extra parka- 
like U h he gives me 

and which shrouds me like a 
mummy’s bandage and I never 
V»<t ft good. 

John Kiiioran comes up to 
rrr and 1 say, “Fill me in, 
J •. and John fills me in 
and good. This is one of the 
iwp railroads. Railroad grades 
are told in percentages. A rise 
cs* or.* inch per hundred feet 
.* one percent, for instance 
BMvot Main tune roads arc 
frcxtfi one and a half (o two 
■WfPML Som few roads, but 
tIi*.n Line n are five or tlx 
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most a passion with her. And 
Peral Buck is indeed a pas¬ 
sion. 

Her father-in-law, Tom’s fa¬ 
ther, of course, owns the old 
Pearl Sydenstricker Buck home 
at Hillsboro. Pearl Buck comes 
often to visit the place and 
In this way has become some¬ 
thing of a member of the 
Edgar family and they love 
her. Or Mrs. Tom Edgar does. 
“She is the most gracious 
woman I ever knew”, she told 
me. “She is kind and consider¬ 
ate, and devoid of all pretence. 
You would think she would 
have the right to ‘put on’ just 
a little, but she doesn’t. And 
she has no use for people 
who pretend to be something 
that they aren’t”. 

Character of Pearl Buck ^ 

I had heard that Tom took 
offense at Pearl Buck’s re¬ 
ferring to him as “half man” 

■in her book. “Nothing to it at 
l all. Tom knows what she meant. 
He knows what happened to 
,him. He isn’t a baby. As a 
matter of fact he is all man. 
He understands more than peo¬ 
ple think and he bears no 
grudges. 1 think he is pretty 
great". 

And I think she is pretty 
great too. 

We have chugged up grades 
and through autumnal foliig® 
that looks Uke polychromatic 
needle point work at times, and 
colorful and downy gomamer 
at others, depending upon how 
•he sun shine* or hour the 
ahadourt fill We come to a 
farm where tattle ggd 

.life • 
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I <i„mc ««”*• , 

m Uner*. are five or six I, 
Bui never more. This i 
nine perron! Just think 
m nc percent . 

,, nolle* the climb up- 
.,n U .r It I* gr«du»l. I 
that the xutumn 
•;* to be *fen on »ll 
•d tack behind Ui 

* backdrop of hills 
ir cr>mc to a switch-bark 
iu*cU lUum. *ho ^artej 
sr> thins. »* you wtl 
abcT vou have read th< 
«c* papm* rushes up t< 
M pomethtng. 


< needle point work at times, and 
I colorful and downy gossamer 
I it others, depending upon how 
, the sun shines or how the 
1 shadows fall. We come to a 
farm where cattle and sheep 
u n I graze and I am told that there 
lS .. n l?, r4 a cave near here, a cave 
with a subterranean waterfall 
higher than the mighty Nia- 
eara ‘‘Will we sec it? I ask 
and am told that it will have 
\o wait another time We turn 
a bend on the level, make a 
rurvo on the slant, then head 
for higher ground. Another stop 

Erjsstr^ 

in . . tviprp were more 
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lion And there arc others Dick 
Ho* man. whom I know and Dr, 
Prank Callendar of the Green 
Hank observatory Meet Dr 
Phillip Newell", somebody says 
and 1 shake hands with a sub 
acriber whom I have heard 
much about but had never 
met 

Strangely enough I learned 
about Rev. Newell. Presbyter¬ 
ian pastor at Greenbank. when 
I went to New York that time 
to check the Big City for its 
po%*erty and depressed areas of 
people following the dressing- 
down that the Saturday Eve¬ 
ning Port gave West Virginia. 
One of the social workers there 
told nfe about Greenbank’s 
Rev Nowell And others had 
told me about him. how he is 
known as the Hot rod ding Cir- 
out Rider in a Jaguar He was 
the re and so was hts Jaguar 
And *o were bis wife and chil- 
dnm | have never met a more 
d»i*g*f'ul family 
A fed thrfe weftr others there 
it «>* »<v. 0*1 Tom r. 4 g*r for 
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We see loads of steel 
the track and I am joltec 
the thoughts of how this 
and its track will be lik 
tain of the natives of 
whom the Japanese slew, 
the Japs, made each m; 
his grave and get down 
knees at the edge of it. s 
when the big knife came 
he could be kicked in 
his severed head. It’s lil 
for the kind old stean 
motive we are riding, 
pull up its track and ha 
the bottom of the h; 
when the job is done 
will go for scrap. Uri 
course, the State oi 
stay of execution. 

Train With 5mo 

We pass a road i 
whistle toots a waram 
tops and disgorges its 
gem because a tram wD 
ii something to see 
girl vim and I ren 
self to read sum* of 
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cuil Rider in a Jaguar He was 
it, t~i T».e* thrrr am | so was his Jaguar. 

nteodures me to And so were his wife and chil- 
v 'l y » hr <he dren t have never met a more 

r <.,nX.'l «h»i« * U* delightful family, 
stirt *h« ="<’* *’ ****** And there were others there 
vo p»*»m£ through i( )hr ,| W t|on Tom Edgar, for 
,1 Of West Virginia IM(Anr c Tom I* running for 
EL tfwt W- **?* House of Delegate* (Democrat), 
Comtu:) hsihiifh «***» (mm Pocahontas He I* the 
*.*,•» r, £ **tll. , h# |j ma n" that I’earl Buck 

g atwst tuna I'rrsideul rt<>M . rt iie» In her chapter on 
-.xxc-. by jniijboro (her birthplacei in 
i>vtv»t--'£ f* r:r \j v M.inv Worlds Tom Kd.’ar 

am mi Cbat MufdiW| # j, hl , : othcr half, his two 
,s. \<m Ot W " le ge in Europe There's a 

Ig, (Mid lattlUtlttl | glory there, which I haven t : 
, » to utking ume or room (or now Let it 

* ■:.£ p ay Up to )u(( , cc to say that he was an 

ttm officer and he sat in a church 

sSiet tin *lto ^ Germany (?) making plans 

IgA It Ifc* WW* "«**• (or 4 n attack when a bomb came 
** ta th* de««|, VrrtW? t, th« m«f and took his 
^WWWwW» | W ,?<f clean above the kneea 

, a bw-a and yM , hcrc , a »lor>' there be 

V I t a«w * awtiiy of | came the officer completed his 

14 plana, gave some orders in con- 

Mgr BmIww spoke Inaction with them, and called a 
h*A Se hir«wd dnswr and had himself loaded 
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To Buy Or No! To Buy a Railroad 


t tends along this 
will find enclosed a 
Bison. S. D. foiling 
d Thought perhaps 
per This man leff 
h many of the old 
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This red is (he berries of moun- gods 


OCTOBER 29, 

Pocahontas was to hav. 
and arrived at a feast for the ' Pa^y“Jid‘ho!l%Sd S* 

at»ard S and n ?h D ' Ck br ‘ nRS *}! tri 5 k to ° with "lashe^potatoes the^foUowing 3 Sun£y ( 
abtiard and the women squeal and gravy and coffee, which is 30) the group would 
for some to take home as it served in enormous tin cups. Charleston for a deci 
slays red in the winter and the It is food that calls for the whether or not the 
berries don’t drop. Dick is the purest of devotion and I give would be recommended 
all I’ve got. And my dinner chase by the state 
companions aren’t slouches ei- ’ 

ther at putting the stuff away. |, bout ^at a doiSifc 

TOP Of Old Baldy * 


life of the party now. 

I move from place to place 
on the train and I meet more 
people. Meet Walter Good, I 
he visited recently 301 ,old - Walter Good has run a 
o —r state West Vir- locomotive on this railroad for 
res with his brother 32 y ears " I retired last year”. 


Outside there Is talk of this , t aka ^ e white bobl 
and that until' the return of . er 5, tad - Car ^ Gain 


five financial aid Jj e said. And I am told to meet those who went to Bald . K nob. his Cadillac and 


The tmo men have Sa ™ Silyeretein. I had heard j meet Mr and Mrs. Ted Riffe, fascinated as this wi 


i." million dol- of him, He had bought the road , and yj E Blackhurst, author i took the pasture i 
iritsoa Medical scrap. I expected an old j n f “RiHorc nf Dip rinAft" tv<o I _:_ 


scrap. I expected 


old 


, _ . of “Riders of the Flood”, the stick strides coins 

Four* he the man wltb beard - put h ®. 1S book about this very place, and and round about i 
Dorset: and agreeable looking. 1 his wife . l talk to the variously ™ Ut ’ 3 

legislators about the possible i had b f n , t d 
purchase. Senator Reed thinks S ood show for tben 
the idea is good and Herb ! He too, 1 think, 


fed at Spear- 
pies Home at 
Bennett-Ciark 


Ghost Town of Spruce 


Robert Jacobson points and . x . , , _ , 

< ie > a asks me if I see. What I am to Schupbach »s earned away with purchase of that 
- Da- ^ tt . ac nnrp th0 tftwn * n f I it all. Bowman was sold, I it cou i d dive rt a 

think, before the 


see was once the town of 
Spruce, a town with 1500 souls, 
who logged and made paper 


thought of. Harry Pauley said 


it could divert a 
trip was tion ^. om 


for West Virginia Pulp, and he felt , that tbe u s l ate ? h ™! d 
who repaired the cars and own n 2 bt to the top of Bald 


♦ ng;nes of Western Maryland. Knob. Bald Knob, by the way 
In the winter of 18 the tern- i? only a few feet under Spruce 


raturc at Spruce was 45 be- Knob highest ground in the 
1 “t a, r' ?f™“ , now state. I don't remember what 

it f Kaf/.v \ol hinn I itn 


What i» there* Nothing. I am 

Nothing, but a building each one said ' 


but I think 

two AnoThcr ghost in the every member of the investi- 
i gating group saw immense 

he top of the hill possibiliteis for the railroad as 
tourist attraction. 
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End of the Line 


The trip back to Cass was 
uneventful The legislators got 
their head* together in the 
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End of the Line 

The trip back to Cass was 
uneventful. The legislators got 
their heads together in the 
closed car with the cheerfully 
burning stove, and decided to 
accept Dr. Calendars invita¬ 
tion to come to the club room 
at the observatory for a little 
confab over sandwiches. 

That club room is as snazzy 
'as all get out. Ted Kiffe made 
a little talk about bow glad 


betimes yearn to 
mountain man’s bli: 
tude. close to nature' 


s Wf’h Judge On Hillbilly Decision 
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r Aad ray dinner 
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Pocahontas was to have this 
delegation in its midst. Harry 
Pauley told how glad they were 
to be there and said that on 
the following Sunday (October 
30) the group would meet in 
Charleston for a decision on 
whether or not the railroad 
would be recommended for pur¬ 
chase by the state. 

The nde back to El Poco was 
about what a doctor of tourism 
would prescribe Ahead of us 
in a field we saw the unmis¬ 
takable white bobbing of a 
deer s tail Carl Gainer stopped 
hit Cadillac and we watched 
fascinated as this wild creature 
took the pasture in his pogo- 
stsck ftridev going in and out, 
and round about just as if he 
fe*l boon told to put on a 
|pof sbov for them legislators . 
Ha too, I thin*, favored the 
porrtu«« of that train, maybe 
- A *-rt * bit of alien- 
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'he Apha Hotel, shown long alter-the-fact' in 1968. 
was one of many establishments that catered to an 
often rough and reckless woodhick clientele whose 
sole purpose in town was to "blow her in.’ Originally the 
Central Hotel and Iasi known as ’Belle’s Place' - this 
structure - laced the bridge at the 90-degree turn. 

Now in its seventh year, the Town Walk's popularity 
continues to grow This season's guide, Phil Bagdon. 
was bitten by the Cass history bug back in 1965 on 
his second visit to the CSRR, his grasp of the 'true his¬ 
tory' is insightful and entertoining The 1996 tour is 
based on personal research, without reference to 
previous town wolk presentations. 


In Program! 

It s me pctcy ot the West Virginia DMsion ot Natural Resources 
to provide ti Iodines, accommodations, services and programs 
to ol persons without regord lo sex. race, color, oge. religion, 
natonot origin, or daaMty Proper kenses. regislrolion and 
camplonce with otttetal rates and regulations ore the only 
swxces d rest unions lor lodlity use or program participation 
the West Wgtwo Division ol Natural Resources Is on 



Cass: A Work-in-progress 


When the mill closed In 1960. the town property - 
as well as the plant itself - fell Into the hands of an 
off-shoot organization, Don Mower Lumber Co., 
which continued to rent company houses until 
1977. It has taken years to reach the current level of 
renovation . . and certainly, much work still 
remains. The first five houses to be rented as cab¬ 
ins were opened In 1984; sidewalks and fences 
were rebuilt during 1986-87. 

All photos except front cover by Ptihp Bagdon 


References 

A large 1917 Cirkut photograph, found in ihe rear ol the 
Cass Country Store, is the best on-site visual refer¬ 
ence. Further study of Cass, and lumber mill towns in 
general, is available via the following publications (han¬ 
dled In stores adjacent to the depot): 

On Beyond Leatherbark The Cass Saga. 

Roy B. Clarkson, McClain Publishing Co., 
Parsons; 2nd printing. 1994 
Cass: A Brief History And Guide To A Lumber 
Company Town: George Deike. Cass; 1989 
Tumult On The Mountains: Lumbering in West 
Virginia. 1770-1920; Roy B. Clarkson, McClain 
Publishing Co., Parsons; 9th pnnting. 1992 
Sawdust In Yours Byes: W.E. Blackhurst (a novel). 
McClain Publishing Co.. Parsons; 5th pnnting. 1993 


Cass Town Walk 



In 1981, 96 structures here were placed on the 
Notional Register of Historical Places For 58 years, 
ending in 1960, Cass was a company town whose 
residents woke to a steam whislle The sound of 
saws and fragrance of freshly-cut saw logs were 
olmost ever-present aspects of life lo Ihe town's 
population Iwhlch during the peok years of lum¬ 
bering. 1908-1920, was almost 1,8001 
The Cass saga began In April 1899 when John G 
Luke, a prindpol of The West Virginia Pulp & Paper 
Co. bought 136 ocres of bottom land from locol 
farmer Jocob Gum Two years later, this properly 
was conveyed to a slorl-up venture - The West 
Virginia Spruce Lumber Co. - for the site ot Its mill, 
town and operating base Nine years hence, 
WVSlbrCo was obsorbed by Pulp 8. Paper' In 
1942, the Charleston-based Mower Lumber Co. 
acquired the town as port of a lock, slock and bar¬ 
rel deal for the mill, rollrood and land holdings 
Originally known as Lealherbark Ford, during the 
period just prior to the coming of timbering there 
were three small farms located where Cass ond 
East Cass (first called Brooklynl would arise The 
town's name was given sometime during or before 
May 1900 in honor of a Pennsylvanian, Joseph K 
Cass who sold his paper mill to the Luke organi¬ 
zation in 1899 Cass 0868-19381 went on to serve 
for many years as vice-president of WVP&PCo 


Cass Scenic Railroad State Park 

Cass, West Virginia 












old lumber mill town built between 1901 and 1908 


Cass Scenic Railroad Park programs for a different kind of West Virginia state park 


Town Walk Highlight! 

1 Pocahontas Supply Company 
2. S.B. Nethkm Co Meal Market 
(now Post OK ice) 

3. Original company oHice building site 
4. Cass Hotel / Mountain Inn / Town Shop 
5. Front Row (no street until 1925-26) 

6. First church (now Community Center) 

7. Masonic Building 
8. Latter-era company garage 

9. City Council Chamber & Mayor s Office 
(top door); overnight lockup (basement) 

10. Lower Alley (missing many structures) 

11. The Pen ('milking cow jaiT) 

12. Company garage site 

13. 'Uptown Cass' - Luke Street to south 
end ol Company Property (just right of #15 

on map); 'labor force' family residences 

14. Site of first schoolhouse (1901-1908) 

15. Odd Fellow’s Lodge Hall and '5410' 
Kanes Grocery Store / now storage 

16. Emory Street; Named for Emory P. 
Shaffer, the Big Boss 1900-1933 
17. Methodist Episcopal South Church (1927) 
18. Spruce Street - 'The 'Back Rows’ 

19. Site of second schoolhouse (1908-1915) 

20. General Manager's residence, 1933-1960 

21. Ascent of Big Bug Hill 
22. Dr. Uriah Hannah’s office, 1913-1943 
23. Doctor's home, 1902-1943 
24. Pocahontas Hospital / first E.P. Shatter 
residence / Boarding House 
25. Luke House / second E.P. Shaffer 
residence / 'Clubhouse' (1933-1960) 

26. Horse barn stone foundation 
27. 'Aerial walkway' inexact replica 

28. Site of S.B. Nethkin 4 Co. ice plant 

29. Company hay and grain barn (1919) 
30. Company Store retail coal bins 

31. Retail coal scale shed_ 


Note Landmark numbers 
correspond to the order ot 
the Town Walk presentation. 


CSRITs parking lot wos 
formerly-for 58 years - 
the lumber yard (docks) 
for the Cass mill; three 
siding tracks ran from 
the C&O mainline into 
this vast air-drying and 
loading facility, where 
boards were slacked 
up to 45 feet high. 


Greenbrier River 


The Big Store' plus specialty shops, 
‘Museum Row' and more . .. 

A Former Company Store Complex 
Cass County Store (State Park Gift Shop), 
"'he Last Run Restaurant. Pocahontas County 
Tounsm Commission Into Stand, Cass Wildlife 
Museum, Cass Historical Museum 
B. Cass Showcase 
C. Country Cratt Junction 
D. Lefty's Barber Shop 
E. Something Special, Ltd. 

F Bear Essentials Tea & Spice Shoppe 
G Westvaco Forestry House Exhibit 
H. Shay Inn Bed 4 Breakfast 


State Park Lodging 

There are currently 13 houses - 12 in Uptown and one in the old 
company’s management section - rented as park cottages tor 
overnight and extended stays. (Numbered boxes) 

Unrestored Dwellings 

Slated for eventual renovation are 20 company houses; these are 
scattered about town and were in the worst shape when the State 
commenced renovation of the town. Rotted porches have been 
removed and roofs stabilized. (Clear boxes) 

Private Residences, Misc. 

There are 11 houses occupied by state park employees and a few 
old-time residents. (Dark-shaded boxes) Additionally, there is a 
house used by Park Housekeeping, one that accommodates vol¬ 
unteers of Mountain State Railroading 4 Logging Association, and 
one privately-owned. (Light-shaded boxes) 


I East Cass logger's entertainment zone' 
(a.k.a. Brooklyn. Hell's Acre) 

II. 'Big School House’ (built 1915-16) 

III. Slab Town company section - dwellings tor 
subsidiary's extract plant. 1914-1925 
IV. Bohunk Hill - once an enclave of Italian, 
Hungarian and Russian families; ol about 
17 privately-owned houses, one survives 
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Wot I corrugated sheet melol from ForT Meade, 
Wknytond used lex the 1920 mill boiler house as well os 
the hoy/grom storoge tocMty (today's Coss Showcase) 


; and regulations are the only sources ot resirfcti 
tor facility use or program parlkipctlon 
The West Virginia Division ot Noturol Resources 
Is an equol opportunity employer 
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The first shop. bo4t m 1901. wos single-track and copa- 
tfe o< semdng two locomotives simultaneously It was 
repioced in earty 1923 by a significantly lorger grouping 
■J connected sJrucKires To CSRR-era railfans. overhead 
beit-drMen machinery and four decades of clutter made 
Shop No 2 akin to a beloved old friend 
The major factor tn replacing the 1901 shop was West 
Vrgmia Pirip & Paper Co’s ordering of No. 12. o monster 
Class C Shay 1154 tons as built by Lima Locomotive 
Works) Apparently clearance prohibited access; it wos 
too tag to hi inside 

The 1922 blaze winch leveled the band saw ond planing 
srgnrficonily delayed completion of the new shop 
and foundry/pattem house complex By the time work 
hod resumed, the first of numerous tower skidders had 
been acquired, thus, os completed, the north bay’s 
upper end sported o pair of 25-foot doors to accommo¬ 
date these steam-powered high-lead logging devices, 
ihe 50-year shop’ was built of the same surplus World 
i corrugated sheet metol from Fort Meade 
Mwytand used for the 1920 mill boiler house as well as 
»»e hoy/gram storage facility Itoday's Cass Showcasel 


Ruins of the big Cass Mill 



This 1971 view shows the south end ot the huge mill 
complex with C&O tracks in left foreground. The floor¬ 
ing storage building’s surviving brick tire wall Is visible 
on the right side of the structure closest to the tracks. 
First ol the complex to go was the end ot the planing 
mill (at right), which collapsed in 1974. 



Both photos by PMIp Bogdon 
Shown above is the 'short side’ of the double bandsaw 
mill as it appeared 24 years ago. The carriage ran 
back and forth on its 'shotgun feed' (left foreground) 
with the band saw itself formerly situated in middle 
frame. Fire leveled the bandsaw mill in 1982; four 
years earlier the planing mill and flooring storage build¬ 
ings went up in smoke. 

Phil Bagdon, CSRR State Park’s Seasonal Historian 
and 32-year veteran ot the Cass Experience, had big 
fun while exploring and photographing the mill com¬ 
plex between 1974 and 1976. Looking back somewhat 
in horror, he is thankful not have 'bought the farm’ by 
falling through a soft, rotted floor. 


Statement of Policy Regarding The Equal Opportunity 
To Ume Facilities and Participate In Programs 
‘It Is the policy ot the West Virginia Division of Notural 
Resources to provide Its fociWes, accommodations, 
services ond programs to oil persons without regard to 
sex. race, color, oge. religion, notionol origin, or dsoblllly 
Proper licenses, registration ond compliance with official 
rules and regulations are the only sources ol restrictions 
lor focltty use or program participation 
the West Vtrglnlo Division of Natural Resources 
Is an equal opportunity employer ’ 
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Cass Shop & Mote 

Top Of The Morning Tour 
Behind-the-scenes Shop Tour P.M. 

Locomotive repair and maintenance require¬ 
ments of a steam railroad call for not only a 
well-equipped facility but also an experienced 
shop staff The Cass Scenic Railroad is blessed 
with both. Throughoul the year there is activity 
here: during the ’off season.’ road crew per¬ 
sonnel - conductors, engineers and firemen - 
join the regulor shop employees to comprise a 
14-man work force 

With former Weslern Maryland No 6 |the last 
Shay built and second largest out-shopped by 
Lima Locomotive Works), finally out after over 
30 months of heavy repair, work has fust start¬ 
ed on a replacement flue sheel for the oldest 
Cass Shay, No. 5 (built in 19051 Upcoming pro¬ 
jects include a new boiler for Heisler No 6. and 
'from ground up' renovation of Climax No 9 
Today's shop was placed into service during 
1976, four years after fire destroyed the 1923 
complex. The adjacent car shop was erected 
in 1973 to meet the interim repair needs. 
There's more to the Top Of The Morning Tour 
and Behind-the-scenes Shop Tour. P M than 
just an interpretation of fhe shop: the saga of 
locomotive repair is pari of a walking lour 
which includes a look at the mill ruins and an 
array of motive power on fhe yard's dead line 
Please refer to This Week At Cass - available 
In brochure form at the depot ticket office - for 
the park's schedule All supplementary pro¬ 
grams are offered free of charge 


Cass Scenic Railroad Stale Park 









Cass Scenic Railroad Park programs for a different kind of West Virginia state park 










Dinner at a 'portable' Mower Lumber Company camp 
Despite losing operation on the upper half of the Cass Hill 
to January's flood, a memorable ride awaits you on the 
CSRR - to Whittaker Station, site of the new Whittaker 
Comp No 1 display. Rail equipment and structures repre¬ 
senting various focets of West Virginia togging can now be 
inspected during the 20-minule stop. An interpretive tour 
is offered of camp cars and shanties, diesel loader, four- 
wheel log train caboose and portable high-spar steam 
skidder. Whittaker Camp No. 1 is an on-going project 
which has involved thousands of volunteer hours by the 
members of Mountain State Railroad & Logging Historical 
Association, a non-profit organization based in Cass. 


•»:» ' -i ~>e Cass Town Walk’s pop- 

jtarr r ■■jrzm "h -s season s guide, Philip 

&a-?Ocr mm &»?«*■ sy me Cass history bug back in 
''x res second v»r to the CSRR and has been 
3 tr.*r*rr-’i -y *'cm rearty ever since, his grasp 
at m# v* tmevy « both insightful and entertain- 
nj "he vxr % based or personal research, with¬ 
out to prr/mus town walk presentations. 


Diesel log loader at 
woik near Anjean, 
Greenbrier County, 
in 1955 (or the 
Meadow River 
Lumber Co. 

Photo by Bernard Kern 
Courtesy Eric Mundy, 
trom the MSRLHA 
1093 Calendar 


t Mil Mw i u' PtAKTf Regarding the Equal Opportunity 
Te llee Paciirsaa end Participate In Programs 

" * "h* I -J 'he tm-3 rrgno Division of Nolurol 
tmris’i t to prowo* it toctttts occommodollons. services 
9K programs to * pervy* without regard to sex. race, 
"*» og» ’rtrjrr n&rjn* oncfn, or drsob*ty Proper 
•nans n tmymtnr ond compSonce with ottlclol rules 
one rapjcuans are the a rtf sources at restrictions tor 
»oe»» use or program participation 
Th« mu vegntc OMsnn at natural Resources Is an 
equal opportune ^emptcr/cr' 


Free Supplementary Programs 
Cass Scenic Railroad State Park 

September 23-29,1996 











Cass Scenic Railroad . Park programs for a different kind of West Virginia state park 


O 0 t behind th« »c»rra with ifom _ Explore an old lumber mill town 



Cass Town Wa I k C”” 

11:15 - Saturday i* 

1:15’- Fri, Sun • 2:15’ - Sun 

Meet on the Cass Country 
Store steps fora 45-minute. 
hall-mile swing through the /H 

Cass was the headquarters 
and focus of one of the largest 

state. Learn about this isolat¬ 
ed industrial town's history, view its prominent struc¬ 
tures, and hear about what life was like here 80+ 
years ago during the boom period. 

* These lours coincide with the Cass Showcase pro¬ 
gram's conclusion and are thus subject to a 5-10 
minute delay whenever a train returns late; kindly 
wait for your guide on the Cass Country Store porch. 

Log Trains, Woodhlcks & More 

6:50 - Saturday (Dinner Train at Whittaker Station) 
On regular runs, there's a lot to be said about the log¬ 
gers' lifestyle and timbering practices that can't be 
squeezed into the short presentation at the new rail¬ 
logging display at Whittaker Station. To close out the 
Dinner Train season - and celebrate the rousing suc¬ 
cess of Whittaker Camp No.l (see back panel) - Philip 
Bagdon presents an overview of logging railroads. 
Ihen turns the program over to Keith Norman for a 
leisurely, full-length interpretive walk. Before boarding 
the train, there will be a question and answer period. 


Top Of The Morning Tour 

$ CO- Fn. Sal. Sun 

atmlallha ifrrrrfftrr'" imile walking 

, v that hx/ don’t mind getting wet 

* Attwugh tfw hfoh*gh» elements of this walk are the 

■eexwdvK' ondsroam locomotives being prepared 
vr-wr we begin by taking a look at the lumber 

- i jn nfegro non of the brgger picture - once one 

- •*>* cvjv s most productive double bandsaw and 
-. .nrx) rr*tl kx (ties as second bool' to the logging 
oce^pon* primary Charge of furnishing pulpwood 
i-v -*ve kcvd I’setf- using the ready track's in-steam 
.-vwer as examples - we pause to discuss Ephraim 
Snov s break-through design for logging locomotives 
Atovkng vtfo the dead line, we look at a Heisler and 
o ; max then compare these geared designs with 
two Shays and a Baldwin rod engine. 

After peefcng insxje the car shop, we enter a world of 
gecneod delight No two days are the same in our 
•"o-i repair facility, where attention has turned to 
"sta ng a fiue sheet in Shay 5. After watching 
some repairs, we inspect the machining bay. 

Behind-the-scenes Shop Tour, P.M. 

1:50 - Saturday 

Veer at the depot for this 55-minute, 1-mile walking 
tour, which is simlior to the morning program (see 
apovei. except we watch the 1:00 train pass on its 
return to Cass, then park. The program concludes 
wo ample time for those riding the 3:00 train to 
board The tour is limited to 20 park visitors, so 
please sign up at the depot ticket office. 


South end of Uptown Main Street. 1903 


Greenbrier Siding Deadline Stroll 

2:50 - Saturday 

Meet at the water tower, located up the tracks 
from the parking lot, for this 30-minute, 1-mile 
walk - a continuation of the Behind-the-scenes 
Locomotive Shop Tour, P.M. program. 

We walk up the former Chesapeake & Ohio Ry 
Greenbrier Subdivision for a look at an array of 
non-logging rail equipment (including four first- 
generation diesel locomolives and a sleam wreck 
crane) that has sat on the old interchange/station 
siding for a decade. Along with some nice river- 
bank scenery are reminders of the Greenbrier's 
floodstage fury. 


There will be no programs on 
days the train does not operate 


Cass Interpretive Programming 

West Virginia State Parks have traditionally offered 
exceptional programs by seosonal naturalists The 
Cass Scenic Railrood ond the old mill town - histone 
subjects that they are - call for a different spin Philip 
Bagdon Is CSRR Stale Park's Seasonal Historian A 
devotee of Cass history lor over 30 years. Phil has con¬ 
tributed his extensive research to several publications 
ond archives In 1976. while Interviewing otd-nmers 
assodat ed with the bygone roll-logging era. he resided 
In Cass and served as a train commentator 


At the time of this 'company photo' 
m 1923, the second Ireplacemenll 
l umbe r mill complex had just been 
completed ond wos runnning two 
eleven-hour shifts six days a week 
Bo»h photos on iNs page from 
logging South Cheat The History ol 
" c - Snowshoe lands by Georqe Lteike 
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New at Whittaker Station 


Above: Winter Cheat Mountain log 
Below: Dinner at a Mower Lumber 


Company camp. 


par* program offering is the Top CM The 
■g 'ov Atte’ visiting the repair shops, visitors 
’*» cceorruMv to watch trains being pre- 
$mc« ’963. this time ol day has been a 
■ a mong raiffans Representative ol tlie 
Jormer Meadow Rrver Lumber Heisler No. 6 
i - a-o smokes - it up back in 1971. 


Despite losing operation on the upper half ot the Cass Hill 
to January's flood (resumption of service to Bald Knob is 
expected in October), there is still a memorable ride 
awaiting you on the CSRR - to Whittoker Station, site of 
the new Whittaker Camp No.t display. Rail equipment and 
structures representing various facets of West Virginia tag¬ 
ging can now be inspected during the 20-minute slop. An 
interpreter leads tours Monday through Friday of the 
camp cars and shanties, diesel loader. 4-wheel caboose 
and steam-powered Lidgerwood tower skidder. Whittaker 
Camp No. 1 is on on-going project which has involved 
thousands of volunteer hours by members of the 
Mountain State Railroad & Logging Historical Association, 
a non-profit organization based in Cass. 


V a i its seventh year, the Cass Town Walk's pop- 
Jarty continues to grow.This season's guide, Philip 
Eagdon. was bitten by the Cass history bug back in 
•965 or. hts second visit to the CSRR and has been 
deciphering myth from reality ever since; his grasp 
re true history' is both insightful and entertain- 
The tour is based on personal research, with- 
reference to previous town walk presentations. 


Statement ol Policy Regarding the Equal Opportunity 
To Use Facilities and Participate In Programs 

" ** 'be potter ot the West Virginia Division of Nolurol 
Resources to provide Its tadWies. occommodollons. services 
one) progroms to OH persons wilhoul regard to sex race 
«*»• age. religion, national origin, or dlsobikly Proper' 
thenw. registration and compfionce with official rules 
and regimens are the only sources of reslricllons lor 
taaWy use or program participation 
the West Virginia Division ol Natural Resources Is an 
equal opportunity employer * 


Diesel log loader at 
work near Anjean. 
Greenbrier County, 
in 1955 lor the 
Meadow River 
Lumber Co. 

Photo by Bernard Kern 
Courtesy Eric Mundy, 


Free Supplementary Programs 
of Cass Scenic Railroad State Park 

July 29 - August 4,1996 
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Top 01 The Morning Tour 

XtVrte* Turns. Wttd 

v jaxv k* ttvs 70-tmwtv. t-mrio walking 
V s/vw-y r\t! \\\i dkvt7 rrtrtd getting iwd 


r. 10'- Sun, Fri, Sal 
3:10 * - Saturday 
5:05’ - Sun. Mon, Thurs, Fri 
Meet on the Cass Country Store steps for this enter¬ 
taining 30-minute, half-mile swing through the old 
company town - built between 1902 and 1908. 

Coss was the headquarters and focus of one of the 
largest lumbering operations in the state. Learn about 
this isolated industrial town's history, view its promi¬ 
nent structures, and hear about what life was like here 
80+ years ago. A tour brochure is provided for supple¬ 
mentary information about Old Cass and the park's 
on-going rennovation of the former company town. 

* These tours coincide with the Cass Showcase pro¬ 
gram's conclusion and are thus subject to a 5-10 
minute delay whenever a train returns late, kindly 
wail for your guide on the Cass Country Store porch. 

Log Trains, Woodhlcks & More 

7:00 p.m. - Fr iday 

Meet on porch of the Cass Country Store for this 
45-minute presentation concluding with a question- 
and-answer time. Featured guest is Keith Norman, 
Whittaker Camp No. 1 's interpreter. Philip Bagdon 
opens the program with an overview of the once- 
immense Cass rail-logging operation. 

There's a lot to be said about the loggers' lifestyle and 
timbering practices that can't be squeezed into the 
short walk-through presentation at the new Whittaker 
Camp No.l display, so join us for the rest of the story. 


igM the C ff T f kxnbw mil. once one of the 
• ‘rv s - £*•«* douNe bandsaw and planing 

r-." Ioo>r«s JC second boot- to the logging opera- 
5 yy ( tyxpp of furnishing spruce puipwood. 

nnvi^ to -no ya'd. we watch Shays being pre- 
rvt dscuss their fascinating design. Moving 
cvi -c the dead ine. we iook at a Heisler and Climax 
xirWhe ’hen compare these geared engines 
Shays and a rod engine. 

a-v peaking. nskfe the car shop, we enter a world of 
geo^-vod deight No two days are the same inside 
ocx man repair facility 

r-esen* ,. 162-lon monster Shay. "Big 6" lex-Western 
Maryland is undergoing final assembly after heavy 
shopping Besides pausing to watch the work on No. 
6. we nsoect original Cass Shay, No. 5, and the 
shop s machining bay. 

. ew ng me day’s octive CSRR power come to life and 
sw'ch the yard rounds out the lour 

Behind-the-scenes Shop Tour, P.M. 

1:45 - Mon, Thurs 

fry 'nose unable to 'early-bird-if Isee above I, this 
55-mnute walk is a repeat program, except there 
o*e no steamin', smokin'Shays. The tour is limited to 
15 park visitors, so please sign up at the ticket office. 


i Street. 1908 


Senior Citizens and Disabled Persons' 
Van Tour 

3:45’ - Sunday and Saturday 
For those unable to endure a half-mile walk, this 20- 
minute motoring version of the town tour is limited to 
14 visitors. Reservations must be placed at the depot 
ticket office by 3:30. Departure is from the foot of the 
Cass Country Store steps. 

* Please note that the CSRR Stale Park vehicle is not 
equipped with a handicap lift. 


There will be no programs on 
Tuesday and Wednesday, July 30-31 


Cass Interpretive Programming 

West Virginia Parks hove traditionally offered 
exceptional progroms by seasonal naturalists. 
The Cass Scenic Railroad ond the old mill town - 
historic subjects (hot they are - call for a different 
spin. Philip Bagdon is CSRR Stale Park's Seasonal 
Historian. A devotee of Cass history for over 30 
years, Phil has contributed his extensive 
research to several publications and archives In 
1976, while interviewing old-timers associated 
with the logging and railroad era. he resided in 
Coss and served as a CSRR train commentator 


A' the time of this 'company 
photo' in 1923. the second Cass 
lumber mill (decidedly high- 
tech for its erol hod just been 
completed ond was operating 
n hr»xs daify except Sunday 

This photo and lop right trom 
logging South Cheat 
The littery of the Snowshoe 
landi by George De*e 










Cass: Where History Comes Mwe\ 

Whittaker Camp No.1 


Aerial Log Skidding 


Camp Shanty Display 


tnding 96 feet above its base, Meadow 
; the largest ‘portable high steel spar skid- 
- •*-- >-“t Here, it is working a set north- 
1956. To the rear is a ‘lowside 
esel log loader (now also at 
which is spotted for resupply, 
lohnson, MSR&LHA 1993 Calendar 


With tower star 
River No.1 was 
der 1 to operate ii 

east of Anjean ...- 

coal tender and the die 
Whittaker Camp No. 1) - 
Photo by Wally J< 

Introduced on the Cass logging job by West Virginia 
Pulp and Paper Co., 'portable high steel spar (tower) 
skidders initially reached timber that was inaccessible 
to horse teams due to terrain and/or distance. Five 
second-hand steam skidders were acquired between 
1922 and 1928. Skidding became the primary means 
of moving logs to rail loading sites after Mower 
Lumber acquired the operation in 1942. The final skid- 
der set’ was located at Old Spruce, after depleting tim¬ 
ber atop Bald Knob in June 1960. 

Tower skidders were used by several of the larger 
West Virginia rail-logging enterprises. Although aH 
remaining 'Cass skidders' were scrapped in late 1960 
and early 1961, the State Park is blessed with a truly 
beefy example - built by Meadow River Lumber from 
‘stock parts' in 1944 and donated by that company s 
successor, Georgia-Pacific Corporation, in 1972. 


TL camp No i s reproductions of skilled 

crowd e a glimpse into a bygone 
;.r£eT£LTof eight original and long-gone 
Kibe adfacen, to a camp tram (top 
- iQ 46 on the head of Shavers Fork. 

West V.iama and Regional History Collection 
West Virginia University Library 

Structures utilized during both eras of Cass- 
refated logging camps (stationary and move- 
able) woods camp shanties served a variety 
of uses. Originally. 2-story structures housed 
the wood crews, while small shanties - like 
those above - housed skilled workers. 
Introduction of camp trains ended the use of 
bunk houses, but the use of small shanties to 
house skilled workers - such as the filer (who 
kept the saws and axes sharp) - continued 
until the mill's closure in June 1960. 


Greenbri 


After serving tor 32 years in the woods - 

County, this Meadow River Lumber Co. diesel log 
loader - shown here with the job’s Shay No. 5 near 
Anjean, c. 1955 - is now one of six pieces of rail-log¬ 
ging equipment at CSRR's Whittaker Camp No.1 

Photo by Bernard J.Kern, MSRLHA t993 Calendar 

Whittaker Camp No.1, new for 1996, compli¬ 
ments your memorable steam-powered ride 
over a former logging railroad with a glimpse 
into the heart of the matter - the high-volume 
timbering which spawned Ihe Immense rail 
operation (at its peak more than 130 miles of 
mainline and woods spur track). 

This display offers not only a look at rail-log¬ 
ging equipment, but also relates Ihe routine 
workaday lives of those stalwart men who 
labored in the woods and thus made West 
Virginia's tumultuous lumbering era possible 
An interpretive commentary is offered five 
days a week; at other times, CSRR passen¬ 
gers are invited to explore Camp No. 1 inde¬ 
pendently via interpretive signs which offer an 
overview of life in the woods and techniques 
for bringing in saw logs. 


References 

Further investigation of Cass rail-logging and West 
Virgnia lumbering in general is available via the fol¬ 
lowing publications on sale at outlets adjacent to the 
CSRR depot: 

On Beyond Leatherbark: The Cass Saga 
by Roy B. Clarkson; McClain Publishing Co., 
Parsons; 2nd printing, 1994 
Logging South Cheat: The History of the Snowshoe 
Lands by George Deike. Cass; 2nd printing, 1993 
West Virginia Logging Railroads by Bill Warden; 

TLC Publishing Co.. Lynchburg. Va„ 1993 
Tumult On The Mountains: Lumbering in West 
Virginia, 1770-1920 by Roy B. Clarkson; McClain 
Publishing Co.. Parsons; 9th printing, 1992 
The Log Train. Mountain State Railroad & Logging 
Historical Association's quarterly journal has pub¬ 
lished a vast array of material for over 12 years. 
Back issues are handled by Country Craft Junction. 
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Multiple logs attached 
to choker chains 


Skidder ot log landing 


In a Cass-related skidder diagram, a 'trip of logs' 


In a Cass-related skidder diagram, a 'trip of logs’ is en 
route to the railroad landing from the tail tree. Meadow 
River No.l, the display's skidder. was capable of bringng 
in logs at a minimum of 50 feet off the ground from up to 
3.000 feet away. 

From Logging South Cheat The History 
of the Snowshoe Lands by George Deike 


Cass, West Virginia 


issue.. 






In brief: The Whittaker Camp No. 1 Display 


grating the 59-year lumbering heritage of the Cass Scenic Railroad, 1901-1960 


Whiltaksf Comp Mo 1 is an 
on-going p»o|ed which - [ 

besides grows and generous 
private financial support - 
has involved thousands of 
volunteer hours by members 

of the Cass-based Mountain 
State Roilroad & logging 
Historical Association 
Interpretive services are 
provided in affiliation with 
the West Virginia University 
Deportment of History's Public 
History Program 

For information about 
Mountain Slate Railroad & 
logging Historical Assoc. 
please write P 0 Box 89. 
Cass. WV 24927 


1. Representative Shanty 
2. Filer's Shanty 
3. Surveyor/Cruiser's Shanty 
4. Kitchen/Dining Car 
5 Lobby/Bunk Car 
6. Diesel Log Loader and 
Skeleton Steel Log Car 
7. Standard Steel Log Flatcar 

8. Four-wheel Logging 

Caboose 

9. Lidgerwood Skidder 

10. Future Coal Tender 


ty »U» CXM4 Sec-V* D**o Collection 

r -\pr» than 40 years of occupying two- 

scr * .vw.v guar»e•*. -jgged Vroodhick s' work- 
3 j ob found 'hemseives adopting to a 
tr— y a .--/—oOcrorts Soon after Mower 
„r-cw Jcv-cxsn> bought out the Cass operation, 
iVeoer - ***« new general manoger - instituted 
oortp Torts *3 cut expenses Weber came from 
•AkxSow "he- ^moer Company, based in Rainelle. 
Ow n cre r County, where this housing practice had 
ns"jfeci n the early 1930s 
The Cass vtoc commenced work on the camp sets in 
•re i-u a 'o'a of 17 cars were constructed from 
oggrg hat:Mower camp trains consisted of 3- 
»4 :xr« cars, a obby car. dining car and kitchen car. 

'945 and 1956. there were two comps in 
3oe*Tj«on men. for the last two years of rail-logging, 
'here renamed one moveable grouping 

Th* <k* cr gna comp cor. No. 419, now a combined 
rxxry/txrk rendering, ts oined by a facsimile created 
f ’960 *sp«jyed os a combined kitchen/dining car. 


Parked scenic 
railroad train 


Rail Equipment Roster 

Kitchen/Dining Car (4). Built from one of the remaining Four-wheel Caboose (8). This "bobber' rode the rear of 
Cass logging flatcars, this is on adaptation of the kitchen log trains out of Swandale (Clay Counlyl, where its last 
and dining cars of Mower Lumber Co. camp trains. owner, Georgia-Pacific Corp, was preceded by W.M 

SS S r fi 65315 W ?tS »£ » 

S 0hi ° -n^l-y.» »» dooded in .964, 

pari of the last camp train in 1960. Its side door was Lidgerwood Skidder [ 9). Home-built by the Rainelle shop 
added in 1969 while serving os CSRR's 'sand house.' f rom Lidgerwood parts in 1944, Meadow River Lumber Co 
Diesel Log Loader (6a). Built in 1939 by Meadow River No.J's service ended when it failed boiler inspection in 
Lumber Co.'s shop in Rainelle. this large, powerful Tong '* to Cass six years later Doubte-heacBng 

free' device was active unlit 1970; it come toCoss In 197^. Sn"1he"“' 

Skeleton Steel Log Car (6b) One of 24 such cars donated 

to CSRR in 1972, Meadow River Lumber 'B-12’ now carries Skidder Tender (10). A representative cool-supply car for 
the log loader. Many of the current excursion cars were the skidder is slated to be installed here in the near future 
built from these MRLbrCo steel skeleton log cars Wood Logging f/o/cor j^ (e were over 200 ol these 40- 

Standard Steel Logging Flatcar (7). this 40-toot flat, used foot flats used at Cass by West Virginia Pulp APaper dur- 
by Elk River Coal & Lumber and its successors, was one ol ing the lumbering heydoy Part of jhe original CSRR excur- 
several cars donated by Georgia-Pacific Corp. in 1967. For sion train and the only extanl 'native' log car. ■> 
about two decades it served as a Bald Knob all-weather ly spotted on the old company store siding lead In ca 
car before being retired due to o bad axle. awaiting restoration by MSR&LHA volunteers 


Phil Bogdon Collection 





Th* second Cass shop in 1966 at age 43 
• '* Days alter the fire of May 23.1972 


The late , great old shop 


r ->e *rsf shop - built in 1901 - was single-track and 
"izxiz e of servicing two locomotives simultaneously. 
• was replaced in early 1923 by a significantly-larger 
set of connected structures. To CSRR-era railfans, 
Snap No 2 was akin to a time machine in terms of its 
overhead belt-driven machinery. 

A moor factor in replacing the 1901 shop was West 
Virginia Pulp & Papers Co.'s ordering of a monster 
Class C Shay 1154 tons as built by Lima Locomotive 
Works - rostered as No. 121; apparently clearance 
resinctions prohibited access. It was too big to fit. 

1 is certain that the 1922 blaze, which leveled the 
band saw and planing mills, significantly delayed 
competion of the new shop and foundry/pattern 
house complex By the time work resumed, the first of 
numerous tower skidders had been acquired; thus, 
as completed, the north bay's upper end sported a 
pair of huge doors to accommodate these tall steam- 
powered logging devices. 

The 50-year shop' was built of the same surplus 
World War l corrugated sheet metal from Fort Meade, 
Md used for the 1921 mill boiler house and a new 
hay/grain storoge facility (today's Cass Showcase) 


Ruins of the big Cass Mill 



This 1971 view shows the south end of the huge mill 
complex with C&O tracks in left foreground. The floor¬ 
ing storage building's surviving brick fire wall is visible 
on the right side of the structure closest to the tracks. 
First of the complex to go was the end of the planing 
mill (at right), which collapsed in 1974. 



Both photos on this page Philip Bagdon 


Shown above is the ‘long side' of the double bandsaw 
mill as it appeared 24 years ago. The carriage ran 
back and forth on its 'shotgun feed' (left foreground), 
with the band saw itself formerly situated in middle 
frame. Fire leveled the bandsaw mill in 1982; four 
years earlier the planing mill and flooring storage build¬ 
ings went up in smoke. 


Phil Bagdon, CSRR State Park’s Seasonal Historian 
and 32-year veteran of the Cass Experience, had big 
fun while exploring and photographing the mill com¬ 
plex between 1974 and 1976. Looking back somewha^ 
in horror, he is thankful not have ‘bought the farm’ by 
falling through a soft, rotted floor. 


Statement of Policy Regarding The Equal Opportunity 
To Use Facilities and Participate In Programs 

It Is the policy of the West Virginia Division of Natural 
Resources to provide its facilities, accommodations, 
services and programs to all persons without regard to 
sex. race, color, age. religion, national origin, or disability 
Proper licenses, registration and compliance with official 
rules and regulations ore the only sources of restrictions 
for facility use or program participation. 

The West Virginia Division of Natural Resources 
is an equal opportunity employer' 


Cass Shop St More 

Top 01 The Morning Tour 
Behind-the-scenes Shop Tour P.M. 

Locomotive repair and maintenance requirements 
for a steam railroad call for not only a well- 
equipped facility but also an experienced shop 
staff. The Cass Scenic Railroad is blessed with both 
Throughout the year there is activity here-, during 
the off season, road crew personnei - conductors, 
engineers and firemen - join the regular shop 
employees to comprise a 14-man work force 

Presently, former Western Maryland No. 6 (CSRR's 
Big Six), the last Shay built and second largest out- 
shopped by Lima Locomotive Works of Lima, Ohio. 

Is undergoing final reassembly. 

Upcoming projects include-, a replacement Hue 
sheet for original Cass Shay No 5 (built in 1905 and 
currently on Shop Track No. 2); oil-lo-coal grate 
conversion of ex-Feather River Shay No. 3 (pur¬ 
chase agreement was recently announced, ship¬ 
ment from California pending), o new boiler for 
Heisler No. 6; and lop-to-bollom renovation of ex- 
Moore Keppel Lumber Co. Climax No. 6. 

Today's shop was placed into service during 1976. 
four years after fire destroyed the 1923 complex 
The adjacent car shop was erected In 1973 to meet 
the interim repair needs. 

There's more to the Top of the Morning Tour and 
Behind-the-scenes Shop Tour. PM than an inter¬ 
pretation of the shop, the saga of locomotive repair 
is part of o walking tour which includes a look at 
the mill ruins and an array of motive power and 
rolling stock on the yard's dead line. 

Please refer to This Week At Cass (available in 
brochure form at the depot ticket office) for the five- 
day-a-week schedule All supplementary pro¬ 
grams are offered free of charge. 


Cass Scenic Railroad State Park 

Cass, West Virginia 


Cass Scenic 


Railroad Park programs for a different kind of West Virginia state park 


> You are asked lo walch your step and keep tabs on all small children! 


xm 


Machining Bay: 

Lathes, wheel lathe, drill presses, 
shaper, radial arm drill, hacksaw, 
milling machine, etc. 


What's 

in 

the 

Shop 


Shay No. 2 (c/n 3320. 1928). Lima Pacific Coast model - 96 
’ins’ superheated: the only PC built as a wood-burner; logic 
«ti u o^ed its conversion to oil before operation in British 
Cc'^~t'-a as Mayo Lbr. Co. No. 4; then Lake Logging Co., 
Ltd No 5. Western Forest Industries No. 5, and Railway 
Appi a-ices Research (Vancouver Wharfs Ltd.) No.114; came 
to Cass m ’970 and made its operational debut at Railfan 
Weekend 1972; grates converted for coal in 1985. 


Shay No. 4 (c/n 3189,1922). 70-tons'; originally Birch Valley ; 
Lbr. Co., Tioga (Nicholas County), No. 5; involved in a run- j 
away which killed four; came to Cass in 1943 as Mower Lbr. 
Co. No. 4 and was not only the last logging Shay but also the 
first road engine of the Cass Scenic R.R.; in 1993 a thorough 
shopping was completed; with the track to Bald Knob 
expected to reopened in October, No. 4 will serve as the 
pusher (helper) engine. 


Shopped Power 

Shay No. 6 (c/n 3354, 1945). Lima class 150-3, superheat- roster for two full operating seasons; due back on the road, 
ed. the Iasi and second largest Shay built; plans of 'Cass No. working the Cass-Whittaker turnarounds, in September. 

12' - m its original. 154-ton' 3-truck form - were used as Shay No. 5 (c/n 1503, 1905). 80 tons'; came to Cass new 
foundational design; pulled coal on the Western Maryland’s for the Greenbrier & Elk River R.R., W.Va. Spruce Lbr. Co.’s 
Chaffee Branch for only a few years; displayed in Baltimore railroad out of Cass - the oldest and longest operating Shay 
at the BSO Railroad Museum for over 25 years before com- here; its cylinders were cracked in 1958 while serving the 
ing here in 1980 (in a long-term trade for Shay No.1 and Cass mill’s dry kiln plant as a steam source, thus was inop- 
Porter 0-4-0T No. 714); in 1981, operated for the first time in erable when the State acquired the railroad in 1962; after 
28 years, used sparingly until service on the Cass-Durbin repair, it was placed in service during 1965; flue sheets are 
Run (1984-85); extensive shopping has removed it from the due for replacement during the upcoming off-season. 


The Dead Une 

Today’s dead line track came into existence 
in 1973 when the coaling siding was extend¬ 
ed. The upper end ot the track now used tor 
parking excursion trains was Mower Lumber 
Co.'s dead line, where prior to scrapping. No 
I 12, the largest Shay ever to operate (in 1933 
converted to a four-truck - 'Class D' - model 
: weighing 197 tons), and No. 13 (an ex-C&O 
; 150-ton tour-trucker) sat lor about 15 years. 

; In order from the lower end of the siding are: 
Helsler No. 6 (c/n 1591,1929). 90 tons', one ot 
the largest units out-shopped by Heisler ot Erie, 

: Pa.; originally served Hog Hollow Tile Co. ol 
; New Bethlehem, Pa., then spent over 25 years 
; in Greenbrier County working as Meadow River 
| Lbr. Co. No. 6; came to Cass under Its own 
power in 1966 and debuted on the CSRR in May 
1968; a boiler that failed inspection places It out- 
: of-service until 1998. 

Shay No. 36. (c/n 2804,1916). 70 tons'; lirst 
operated by an Alabama logger, then spent 
many years In West Virginia - first with Raleigh 
Lbr. Co. (Glen Morgan), then W.M. Ritter Lbr. 
Co. (Oxley and Maben); in 1942, moved by 
Ritter to Tennessee where it later hauled coal as 
Brimstone R.R. No. 36; came In poor condition 
lo Cass nine years ago; because ot Its size and 

I age, likely to remain on the dead line for years. 
Climax No. 9 (s/n 1551,1919). 70 tons'; built by 
Climax Locomotive Works of Corry, Pa. lor 
Randolph County’s Moore Keppel Lumber Co. 
as its No. 6 and last used to move coal on the 
Middle Fork Railroad; came to Cass (1970) in 
ragged shape and subsequently caught In the 
shop fire; a boiler found in Canada combines 
with the shop force’s long-running Interest In 
tackling this project combine to makes Its future 
brighter than might be expected; if all goes well, 
It is expected to be on the road by 1998. 

Shay No. 7 (c/n 3131,1920). 70 tons'; first used 
by Raine Lbr. Co. at Cloverlick (Pocahontas 
County), then during an extended period oper¬ 
ated by Meadow River Lbr. Co.; came to Cass 
on its own power in 1964 and entered service 
the next year; hasn't run since 1972. 

Baldwin 2-8-0 Rod Loco No. 612 (c/n 69858. 
1943). Built for the U.S. Army Transportation 
Corp and operated at Fort Eus'is. Virginia untij 
\ 1971. when it came to Cass; this Consolidation 

has never run here (until the 1985 
ended Cass-Durbin Runs, was considered ideal 
as the water level route’s future power). 


* Factory designation. Engine weighed more in operating condition (coal, water, tools, etc.). 

Celebrating the 59-year lumbering heritage ot the lass 
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Camp Shanty Display 


High-line Aerial Skidding 


Wwiiip 


k * 


*r» of *vn*d 


SXT 



With towor standing 96 feet above its base. Meadow 
River No. t was the largest 'portable high steel spar skid- 
der‘ to operate in the East. Here, It is working a set north¬ 
east ol Anjean In June 1956. To the rear is a Mowside' 
coal tender and the company's diesel log loader - which 
is spotted lor luel resupply. 

Photo by Wally Johnson, MSR&LHA 1993 Calendar 


1 


wUM jttuwd <Xmq both eras of Cass- 
cjth stationary and move- 
t mrx»3i camp srvanties served a variety 
on Cingraty. 2-story structures housed 
aood c r ews, whde smal shanties - like 
i* ,v ■ .- ntxised skilled workers. 

riuctcr cy camp traris ended the use of 
i houses hut the use of small shanties to 
te stut&i workers - such as the filer (who 
the saws and axes sharp) - continued 
the r-a s closure in June 1960. 



References 

Ftrthar wn tytai of Cass rail-logging and West 
c-ter'5 m general is available via the fol- 
'•mr,-} c-x<con sale at outlets adjacent to the 

Or. Leatherbark The Cass Saga 

£> R-.y 8 Clarkson. McClain Publishing Co., 
Parsons: 2nd printing, 1994 
• l W'» South Cheat The History of the Snowshoe 
LM'-to 11 George Oe*e. Cass; 2nd printing, 1993 
iSeii ';n.* Logpng Railroads by Bill Warden; 

’.-C Pubks^ng Co., Lynchburg, Va„ 1993 
tumult Or The Mountains Lumbering in West 
V.r 9 n:t 1770 t920 by Roy B. Clarkson; McClain 
Pubkshe»g Co , Parsons; 91h printing. 1992 
r n« L og Tram Mountain State Railroad & Logging 
Historical Association's quarterly journal has pub¬ 
lished • vast array ol material tor over 12 years. 
Back issues sre handled by Country Cralt Junction. 


Introduced on the Cass logging job by West Virginia 
Pulp and Paper Co., 'portable high steel spar’ (tower) 
skidders initially reached timber that was inaccessible 
to horse teams (due to terrain and/or distance). Five 
second-hand steam skidders were acquired by 
WVP&PCo between 1922 and 1928. Skidding became 
the primary means of moving logs to rail loading sites 
after Mower Lumber acquired the operation in 1942. 
The (inal 'set' was located at Old Spruce, after deplet¬ 
ing timber atop Bald Knob in June 1960. 

Tower skidders were used by several of the larger 
West Virginia rail-logging enterprises. Although all 
remaining 'Cass skidders' were scrapped in late 1960 
and early 1961, the State Park is blessed with a truly 
beefy example - built by Meadow River Lumber from 
'stock parts' in 1944 and donated by that company's 
successor, Georgia-Pacific Corporation, in 1972. 



In a Cass-related skidder diagram, a 'trip of logs' is en 
route to the railroad landing from the tail tree. Meadow 
River No. 1, the display's skidder. was capable of bringing 
in logs at a minimum of 50 feet off the ground from up to 
3,000 feet away. 

From Logging South Cheat: The History 
of the Snowshoe Lands by George Deike 


Cass. Where History Comes Alive'. 

Whittaker Camp No.1 



After serving for 32 years in the woods ot Greenbr°r 
County, this Meadow River Lumber Co. diesel log 
loader - shown here with the job's Shay No. 5 near 
Anjean, c. 1955 - is now one of six pieces of rail-log¬ 
ging equipment at CSRR's Whittaker Camp No.i 

Photo by Bernard J.Kem, MSRLHA1993 Calendar 

Whittaker Camp No.1, new for 1996, compli¬ 
ments your memorable steam-powered ride 
over a former logging railroad wilh a glimpse 
into the heart of the matter - the high-volume 
timbering which spawned the once-immense 
rail operation (at its peak more than 130 miles 
of mainline and woods spur track). 

This display offers not only a look at rail-log¬ 
ging equipment, but also relates the routine 
workaday lives of those stalwart men who 
labored in the woods and thus made West 
Virginia's lumultuous lumbering era possible. 
An interpretive commentary is offered five 
days a week; at other times, CSRR passen¬ 
gers are invited to explore Camp No. 1 inde¬ 
pendently via interpretive signs which offer an 
overview of life in the woods and techniques 
for bringing in saw logs. 


Cass Scenic Railroad State Park 

Cass, West Virginia 


Park programs for a different kind of West Virginia state park 



The Dead Line 



Celebrating the 59 year lumbering heritage of the Cass Scenic Railroad. 1901-1960 


ass 



In brief: The Whittaker Camp No. 1 Display 


Whittaker Camp No 1 is on 
on-going proiect which - 
besides grants and generous 
privote financial support - 
has involved thousands of 
volunteer hours by members 
of the Cass-based Mountain 
State Railroad & Logging 
Historical Association. 
Interpretive services are 
provided'm of filiation with 
the West Virginia University 
Department of History's Public 
History Program 

For Information about 
5 Mountain Stole Railroad & 
logging Historical Assoc, 
please write P.O. Box 89. 

I Cass. WV 24927. 


I. Representative Shanty 
2 Filer's Shanty 
3. Surveyor/Cruiser's Shanty 
4. Kitchen/Dining Car 
5. Lobby/Bunk Car 
6. Diesel Log Loader and 
Skeleton Steel Log Car 
7. Standard Steel Log Flatcar 

8. Four-wheel Logging 

Caboose 

9. Lidgerwood Skidder 
to. Future Coal Tender 


r»vv b-jc» Crcttnl Georgs Deike Collection 

ft tMi dV marc Than 40 years of occupying Iwo- 
,,v., quarto's, ragged woodhick s' work- 

. ass rot) found themselves adapting to a 
y accommodations. Soon after Mower 
Cy~2<T -.y bought out the Cass operation, 
: iScoer - the new general manager - instituted 

,amc *3«s tc cut expenses Weber came from 
Msatowr Sbve' .umber Company, based in Rainelle, 
C-nenC'e' County. where this housing practice had 
X**- ns* \<ed n the early 1930s. 
r ne Cass shoo commenced work on the camp sets in 
re a '-c'a of !7 cars were constructed from for¬ 
mer bogkig flatcars Mower camp trains consisted of 
:• 'o-4 dun* ca's a ooby car, dining car and kitchen 
car Between 1945 and !95fl, there were two camps 
n operation, ’n^-, for the last two years of rail-log- 
gng. 'ne'e remained one moveable grouping. 

The ast ty ginat camp car. No 419, now a combined 
ooby/txrrk ’endeong. joins a facsimile created in 
' 980 yvd displayed as a combined kitchen/dining car. 


Parked scenic 
railroad train 


Rail Equipment Roster 

Kitchen/Dining Car (4). Built from one of the remaining Four-wheel Caboose (B). This 'bobber' rode the rear of 
Cass logging flatcars, this is an adaptation of the kitchen log trains out of Swandale IClay County), where its losl I 
and dining cars of Mower Lumber Co. camp trains. owner, Georgia-Pacific Corp, wos preceded by W M 

C„ mp car No. £ ,51. A , = Wes, WJ 

part of the last camp train in 1960. Its side door was Lidgerwood Skidder (9) Home-built by the Roinelle shop 
added in 1969 while serving os CSRR's 'sand house.' f tom Lidgerwood parts in 1944, Meadow River lumber Co 
Diesel Log Loader (6a) Built in 1939 by Meadow River NalI's service ended when it failed boiler inspection In 
Lumber Co.'s shop in Rainelle, this large, powerful 'long ^6; it came to Cass six years later. Double-heading 
tree' device was active until 1970; it came to Cass in 1972 Shays brought the Udgerwoodto WWlItjer" WW ; con ‘ 

siderable work remains, including raising the tower 

Skeleton Steel Log Car (6b) One of 24 such cars donated 

to CSRR in 1972, Meadow River Lumber 'B-12' now carries Skidder Tender (10) A representative coal-supply car for 
the log loader. Many of the current excursion cars were the skidder is slated to be installed here in the near future 
built from these MRLbrCo steel skeleton log cars. ^ood Logg Flatcar ^ were over 200 of these 40- 

Slandard Steel Logging Flatcar (7). This 40-foot flat, used foot flats used at Cass by West Virginia Pulp & Pap« f dur- 

by Elk River Coal & Lumber and its successors, was one of ing the lumbering heyday Pari of the original CSRR excur- 
several cars donated by Georgia-Pacific Corp. in 1967 For sion train and the only extant 'native' log car it is curreni- 

aboul two decades it served as a Bald Knob all-weather ly spotted on the old company store siding lead in Cass 

car before being retired due to a bad axle. awaiting restoration by MSR&IHA volunteers. 


lime ci a Mower camp, c 1948 


Phil Bagdon Colledlon 


Sofefy First is pracliced here: You 


are asked to watch your step and keep tabs on all small children! 
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New of Whittaker Station 
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Coss Scenic Railroad Park programs for a different kind of West Virginia state park 



Cass Town Wal k 

; W"~ Sun. Frl, Sat 

5:05 * Mon. Thurs, Frl, Sun 

Meet on the Cass Country -LL 0 . 

Store steps 30-minute, halt- 
mile swing through the old -SB.-jr- W- _ 
company town built between irr —1 
1902 and 1908. ' 

Cass was the headquarters 
and focus of one of the largest tms&gsstsri'£'\'.. 
lumbering operations in the 
state. Learn about this isolated 
industrial town's history, view its prominent structures, 
ond hear about what life was like here 80+ years ago. 
A tour brochure is provided for supplementary infor¬ 
mation about Old Cass ond the park's on-going ren- 
novation of the former company town, placed in 1981 
on the National Registry of Historical Places. 

• These tours coincide with the Cass Showcase pro¬ 
gram's conclusion and are thus subject to a 5-10 
minute delay whenever a train returns late; kindly 
wait for your guide on the Cass Country Store porch. 


Top Of Th«Morning Tour 


itr I-mile walking 
mtnd getting wet 


tbe rtm lumber mil. once one of the 
ay* % product* double bandsaw and planing 
-4 as ’second boat’ to the logging opera¬ 
te-, i c*vyge o> furnishing spruce pulpwood 

to the *ord. we watch Shays being pre- 
pmd xxl dscuss ’heir fascinating design Moving 
to ’*'+ dead ine, we look at a Heisler and Climax 
xtrxkvc "le-i compare these geared engines 
w-i hwo Shays and a rod engine. 

Atm peatot g -ns-de the cor shop, we enter a world 
of geamead de*gh" No two days ore the same 
asde our man repair facility 

>esen'» '62-ton monster Shay. "Big 6' (ex-Weslern 
UcryorxS s undergo.ng final assembly after heavy 
snooong 3es des pausing to watch the work on No 
t we aspect onginal 1905 Cass Shay. No. 5, and the 
shop's mochirting bay. 

Viewing the day's octive power come to life and 
swncn »he yard rounds out the tour 


South end of Uptown Main Street. 190B 

Cass Scenic Railroad Early Years 

7:30 p.m. -Saturday 

Meet in the Cass Community Center (Front 
Street) for this 60-minute slideshow featuring 
1964-69 period images by the late Vincent 
Bagdon; other views, narration by Phil Bagdon 
Celebrating long-gone views which made the CSRR 
so special during its first decade, this program 
investigates a rather unsung aspect of rail-related 
history Journey back to the 1964-75 period and see 
the original equipment, old shop, intact mill, Shay 
No.7, Mower Lumber camp train cars, and more 


Every-other Saturday 
this season, long out 
of service Sboy No. 7 is 
back in steam - at 
least on screen in the 
Cass Scenic Railroad 
Early Years slide show. 
IP Bagdon photo. 19681 


Behind-the-scenes Shop Tour, P.M. 

1:45-Mon, Thurs 

'O' "»se unable to 'early-bird-if |see above), this 
55--.nu*e walk is a repeat program, except there 
o'e 'y; steamin', smokin'Shays. The tour is limited to 
'5 paric visitors, so please sign up at the ticket office. 


There will be no programs on 
Tuesday and Wednesday, August 6-7 


Cass Interpretive Programming 

West Virginia Parks have traditionally offered 
exceptional programs by seasonal naturalists The 
Cass Scenic Railroad and the old mill town - his¬ 
toric subjects that they ore - coll for a different 
spin Philip Bagdon is CSRR Slate Pork's Seasonal 
Historian. A devotee of Cass history for over 30 
years. Phil has contributed his extensive research 
to several publications and archives In 1976. while 
interviewing old-timers associated with the log¬ 
ging and railroad eta. he resided in Cass and 
served as a CSRR train commentator 


’he lime of this 'company 
photo m 1923, the second Cass 
I'^bet mill (decidedly high- 
tech lot is eral hod just been 
"jmple»ed ond was operating 
lours do*y except Sunday 

This photo ond top right from 
logging South Cheat 
The Hilary of the Snawshoc 
lands by George De*e 


Cass Scenic Railroad 


warK programs iui 


a asked to watch your step 


3 nd keep tabs on all small children! 









Railroad Park programs for a different kind of West Virginia state park 




mcrnnm* with •♦•am 


Explore an old lumber mill town 



Cass Town Walk 


Of TN> Morning Tour 


5:10 * - Mon, Wed, Thurs, Sun Yjr 

Meet on the Cass Country -kJLi? [ 

Store steps tor a 40-minute, | r ' ' 

halt-mile swing through the _ 

Cass was the headquarters 
and focus of one of the largest 

lumbering operations in the ,A., 

state. Learn about this isolat¬ 
ed industrial town's history, 
view its prominent structures, and hear about what life 
was like here 80+ years ago during the boom period. 

* These tours coincide with the Cass Showcase pro¬ 
gram's conclusion and are thus subject to a 5-10 
minute delay whenever a train returns late; kindly 
wail for your guide on the Cass Country Store porch. 


, - iune«r m*. once one of the 

do.** bandsaw and ptan.ng 
as \e<ond boo r to the logging opera- 
"" c-*ra* o# V'-»s**ng spruce pulpwood 

r- m - ux u to ihm *vd wo watch Shays being pre- 
rrxt ice the r *osc noting design Moving 
— Vm* cjrod '»ne we ook of a Heisier and Climax 
ocomcv^* men compare these geared engines 
-wc Stxovs Old a 2-8-0 rod engine 
at&ng nsxte 'he car shop, we enter a world 
^ fl tr hr"* ilnigtr No two days are the same 
rofe our man reoar fociify 
- JJX -u f - 6 2-on monster Shay. 'Big 6' lex-Western 
Vovcnd s undergoing final assembly after a Iwo- 
—w-tong heavy shopping Besides pausing to watch 
*t*t *r?r* <yi So 6. we inspect original 1905 Cass Shay, 
So 5 jyxJ ft* rather fascinating machining bay 
v>wng me day's octive power come to life and 
swicn the yard rounds out the tour. 

Behind-the-scenes Shop Tour, P.M. 

150 - Monday and Saturday 
•o' *-.ose j noble to 'earty-bird-it' (see above), this 
55 - -j*e war 'S a repeat program, except there 
re no Seamin', smokin' Shays. The tour is limited to 
'5 pair vigors, so please sign up at Ihe ticket office. 


South end of Uptown-. Main Street, f908 

Cass Scenic Railroad Early Years 

7:00 -Saturday 

Meet in the Cass Community Center (on Front 
Street) for this 60-minute slide presentation fea¬ 
turing images by the late Vincent Bagdon; other 
views and narration by Phil Bagdon. 

Celebrating long-gone views which made the CSRR 
so special during its first decade, this program 
investigates a rather unsung aspecl of rail-related 
history. Journey back to the 1964-75 period and see 
the original equipment, old shop, intact mill, Shay 
No. 7, Mower Lumber camp train cars, and more. 


About the cover... 

This gorgeous piece of art appeared 
for four years as the cover of the 
park's brochure, beginning in 1964. 
Technically accurate to the point of 
Intriguing hardcore 'gearheads,' it 
depicts the front end business side of 
Shay No. 5, one of the three surviving 
original locomotives to work here - 
and the oldest Ibuilt for West Virginia 
Spruce Lumber Co.'s Greenbrier 8. Elk 
Railroad In 1905). 


There will be no programs on 
Tuesday and Wednesday, August 20-21 


Cass Interpretive Programming 

t Virginia State Parks have traditionally ottered 
optional programs by seasonal naturalists. The 
s Scenic Railroad and Ihe old mill town - his- 
subjects that they ore - call for a different 
Philip Bagdon is CSRR Stale Pork's Seasonal 
orian A devotee of Cass history for over 30 
rs. Phil has conlribuled his extensive research 
everal publications and archives. m W^. while 
irviewing old-timers associated with Ihe tog 
3 and railroad era. he resided tn Cass and 
red as a CSRR train commentator 


‘ime of f tvs 1923 'compo- 
*o the second lumber 
mpfejr tdecriedly high- 
r its eat hod |ust been 
•fed ond was operating 
t doily ewepf Sunday 


phoK ond lop nabt from 
Loggma South Cheat 
utotor/cfthrSfiowshoe 
I andi by George Pefce 


nxc 


_. unrf of West Virginia 


state park 







Till h - SM Log Car Or* of 24 such cars donated 
■ CSRR m *972. Unrt:n fiver Lumber 'B-12' now 
and He 3 m« c«; oeow at Whittaker Camp No. 1 
reboot SM flatcar aeccneciy acquired c. 1957 by 
A Gave* R fl. from Cherry River Boom 
I . j-ce>- maa or* or several cars donated by Pittston 
Ooar Cc r r^ almost 20 years it served as a 
rre; excursion car Mora being retired 

naaead of conversion of wheels to refer bearing. 



Cars Dismantled or Destroyed 
(continued from inside) 

Mowor Lumber log flats (2). No. 127 and another car (num¬ 
ber unknown) were dismantled In 1970. 

Wood Combine. Bullalo Creek & Gauley X-15 (kitchen and 
dining car for worktrains); donated by Pittston Coal Co. In 
1967; elegant 1880s-era car which lost its roof and rotted 
down; remains of the car (partially burned) sit on the upper 
end of the Greenbrier dead line. 

Steel Combine. Buffalo Creek & Gauley X-16;formerly 
Pennsylvania & Reading Seashore Lines; porthole windows 
and open vestibule; acquired 1970; scrapped 1973. 

Steel Baggage Car. Buffalo Creek & Gauley X-17; same ori¬ 
gins/style as X-16; acquired 1970, scrapped 1973. 

50-ton A.A.R. Steel Hopper. Buffalo Creek & Gauley; 
acquired 1970, scrapped 1972. 

Work train water car. BAO X-1023, a steam tender mounted 
on a 40-foot steel flat; arrived 1966, scrapped 1972. 


■. Buff m the 1880s and believed 
c c* or Co at i Cora or Baltimore A Ohio ancestry, this 
'xcoar noa ra rear of tog trains out of Swandale 
Qey Gxrry; tor E* River Coal A Lumber and suces- 
•on - W V -cat Lumber and Georgia-Pacific Corp, 
>-raaac r ’>64 by G-P Used on railfan charters for 
•ever* r*n oopnaty rostered as No. 8. 

Oteeei Log Loader. Built by Meadow River Lumber 
r ' * •rwe c 1939 This beefy Tong tree' device was 
" “• 1970: « came to Cass in 1972. 

i Skidder Homebuiit from Lidgerwood 
ttby Meadow Rr tar Lumber Co. in 1944. Its service 
•rnati *r*n if faked bofer inspection in 1966; it came 
to Cae* ser years later Double-heading Shays brought 
frw Udgenwood to Whitaker n 1993 


L. 


Sources other than personal research: 

Arte Barkley George Defte, Danny Sekfomridge. 

Bud Cossef. John Cassell. Red McMillion 
Darrin SeMomndge. Woyne Cassef. Rex Cassell, 
•Ward Sparks, John IQIoran, George Fizer 


Cars Disposed To Other Railroads 
Steel combine. Baltimore A Ohio branchline model; last 
used in worktraln service as car X-4072; acquired in 1967 
(brought back from Strawberry Festival in Buckhannon); con¬ 
veyed to the Hocking Valley Scenic R.R. In 1972. 

Hospital Cars. An undetermined number of these U.S. 
Army cars (127), previously used on the Greenbrier River 
excursions from Cass to Ronceverte, were brought in by the 
local freight in 1976 and stored on the CAO siding above the 
water tower (today's Greenbrier deadline spur); removed 
prior to the CAO's closure in 1978. 

Mystery CAO Coaches. (3) Donated possibly as early as 
1962 for use on the excursion railroad (they would not take 
the curves but they were (reel); branchline-style coaches, 
not heavy weight; disposed during 1965. 


Cass Scenic Railroad . 


Cass Scenic Railroad 

Equipment Roster 

(All-time) 

by Philip Bagdon 
Seasonal Historian, 1996 
Cass Scenic Railroad State Park 



All photos by Philip V Bagdon 


Open Platform No. 5 was one of eight firsf-generatron excur¬ 
sion cars built from Mower Lumber flats: here in August 1968. 
it’s part ot the Bald Knob consist 

Excursion Car Fleet 

(There are 15 available excursion cars in 1996) 

No. 1. Standard Closed Platform. Converted Irom one ol 
the four Swandale logging flats In 1970 Into Bald Knob 
'cinder car (originally No. 12); received a root In 1993. 
Nos. 2-4. Bald Knob All-weather. Built Irom ex-Elk River 
Coal A Lumber steel logging Mats in 1967 as Nos. 13-15; 
renumbered in 1988. 

Nos. 5-8,11-13,15. 'Second-generation' Closed Platform. 
Former Meadow River Lumber B-series skeleton log cars. 
Nos. 9,14. End Units. BAO cabooses - 30-loot wood, 
steel frame, acquired by Buffalo Creek A Gauley (C-111 
and C-119). Donated by Pittston Coal In 1970. Lettering as 
they came to CSRR; C-111 for BCAG, C-119 for BAO). 
Retained original numbers until 1988. 

No. 10. Open Platform. Former Meadow River B-series 
skeleton log car. The last ot the "cinder cars." 

Cabooses 

Chesapeake A Ohio 90788. Standard wood model 
(reportedly 1926-type) donated In 1966. 

Meadow River Lumber 3. Standard CAO wood (1924): 
Meadow River Lumber Co., Rainelle (served one the last 
log train in W.Va.; donated by Georgia-Pacific In 1972; 
received top-to-bottom repair in 1996. 

Version 2.0 • September 1996 




Park programs fora different kind of West Virginia state park: 











wdng Whittaker 
»• 40-too* log bunk* 

li4*par‘t *ucea«*or, 
* *7 ®-i, B-4. B-5. B-6, B-10. 
S-J5. B-30' brought dracfly 
*«. Mt. B-U, B-18. B-22) 
m LmTw Tanrwy in Frank 
oo r y rfd to* excursion ser 
i **» *M uMd m rattan char- 
>g» Car B-10 ha* earned the 
aarsy i960*; B-12 i* part ol 
8-14 has earned the 


'- T N array of ro*ng slock on the 


oCCd 


r These sfcefelon-style adapta- 
/ r ^ cegon service at Meadow River 
: as ei-C&O Aaksars used as spacer cars 
V»*5 *-ee toadout). Research shows 
rare *r «•*-- svee £ senes cars at MRLbrCo. 
-e f re • i~2 group from Georgia-Pacific (see 
svxed af P>e Frank tannery and have 
r ssmcs here on Greenbrier dead line 


Freight Cars 


■ 

i 


--ra (2). CSRX 219 and 220; donat- 

^ p wvJ5* C4 Oar*eston m 1972; used off-road until 
’• •^*S4' r *5 as tor Sneys 2 and 3, placed out-of-service 
rferdof iio T» operation here In 1993. 
gle dome cftermcaf car. WVAX318, acquired as U.S. 
T ***** Pr Sr>^> Brmch Valley, used for diesel fuel 
»9» «F"pped to Gets n TO 65. may be cleaned out and 


d 40-foot steel cars, all former- 
late* Nevy Bureau of Ordinance (Si. Jullens 
1 I****'* Two came via the South Branch 
n ’®T6. tour additional car* were shipped In the 


(K<« n 4." i nitvri p.'il ant car m NAD lettering with 
vrw**n*«eMe >uMmi (Vncms on the fjreenbilei cieml lin« 
«'• D*N t«M .token* Cieek) No 610037 end 01 0A352 
MlVItn 1001* perked el WhtKekat Camp No 1 lor storage 
Navy flair are (.1). Two these 40 fool tleel 'llshbetlias' ("OB* 
end Tx;i eie active In worklraln aituation* (crlbtxng during 
May 1900, etc ), they aie also occasionally rnnsqueindo os 
logging Nat* during loiltnn charters Car "OD* sits on the 
Cass yard dead line with lolted deck. 

Passenger Cars 

Dining Car. Chesapeake & Ohio 'Frouncos Tavern"; bought 
by Jack Kane In 1964 and Installed on the old C&O house 
track (or operation as Ifto Shay Inn; after the loot-food 
restaurant doted, became the Park Superintendent's office. 
Dining Car. Chosapoake & Ohio ’Stuart House"; brought In 
by Jock Kano as addition to his Shay Inn around 1967; used 
as part of consist of Cass-Durbin excursions; since 1985 has 
served as storage space 

Commuter Care. (3) No. 960, No. [?], and No. 81 "Romney"; 
all reportecfy former Central of New Jersey R.R. No. 960 and 
No. [?] came to Cass from the South Branch Valley R.R. In 
1982 (picked up from Duibln the same time as the BL-2). No. 
81 "Romney” ("yellow car") was part ol the October 1905 
equipment shipment off the SBVRR. All used In 1984 and 
1985 on the Cass-to-Durbtn excursions. No. 960 was modi¬ 
fied for excursion service sans windows, with a single two- 
sided bench extending the length of its Interior. 

Baggage Car. Norfolk & Western Ry. Baggage and Railway 
Express; acquired by South Branch Valley (No. 6 'Fredon'); 
came to Cass in the equipment shipment of October 1985. 


Other Railroad Equipment 
American Log Loader. Originally steam-powered, built 
by the American Holst Co. of St. Paul, Minn., for Elk River 
Coal & Lumber Co., Swandale, Clay County. Converted to 
diesel, date unknown. Later served ERC&LCo's successors, 
W.M. Ritter Lumber Co. and Georgia-Pacific Corp. Donated 
in 1967 by G-P; trucked to Cass and placed on the ex- 
ERC&L flat which would become CSRR Open Platform No. 
1 in 1970 (see above); for years loader sat atop ex-Mower 
flat car No. 110 before being moved to Its present host car, 
ex-Meadow River skeleton B-10. Still used in work train situ¬ 
ations (May 1996 cribbing and September 1996 tree-fall). 
75-ton Steam Wrecking Crane. Industrial Brownhoist 75- 
ton, self-propelled model built for foreign military service; 
Government surplus, never operated except for boiler test; 
acquired Spring 1979; Heisler No. 6 ran to Durbin over the 
closed C&O Greenbrier line to pick It up at Durbin. 

CAO Kitchen Car No. X-999678. Work train cook car with 
sleeping quarters at one end. Acquired by South Branch 
Valley R.R.; later shipped to Cass In October 1985. Rusted 
and In bad condition on the Greenbrier dead line. 



Buffalo Crook S G ouloy work doing car No X 15 8 57 


Cars With Questionable Future s 

CSRR Closed Platform Nos 106 end 107. Rsponedy 
acquired by Buffalo Creek & Gauley H R. from Cherry 
River Boom 6 Lumber In the late 1950s. Donated by 
Plttston Coal Co. In 1970. For almost two decades they 
served as excursion cars betore being retired instead ol 
conversion ol trucks to roller bearing. 

CSRR Closed Platform No. 110. One ol two ex- 
Chesapeake & Ohio gondolas donated by Pittston Coal 
Co. in 1970 (operated by Buffalo Creek & Gauley in C&O 
lettering); car frame was rusted. 


Canadian National Caboose. Wooden with end cupo¬ 
la. Known to be formerly owned by a railfan; shipped 
from the South Branch Valley in October 1985. 


Cars Dismantled or Destroyed 
Original excursion cars. In 1974 there were three ol 
eight original CSRR cars still available tor service 
Closed Platforms Nos. 3 and 22 (originalty No. 2), Bnd 
Open Platform No. 10. That year, retired cars were; Open 
Platforms No. 1 (railings and bench still on car), No. 5 
(railings and platforms removed, parts stored on deck), 
No. 6 (formerly operated with tool box end no benches, 
railings intact; shop equipment stored on deck; by 1976, 
railings had been removed), No. 7 (railings removed, 
parts stored on deck); Closed Platform No. 4 (sides, top 
and platform removed In 1972; destroyed by 1976). 
Today, all but two of the surviving cars are are unrecov¬ 
erable (numbers are unidentifiable) on the Greenbrier 
dead line spur. Open Platform No. 10 (which served 
between 1944 and 1960 as a Mower bunk car, converted 
for excursion service in 1965; still available as a standby 
car In 1976) has rotted to the ground on the upper end of 
the Cass Yard car siding. 

Mower Lumber Bunk Car No. 418. Restored by 1967 
and operated on railfan charters; neglect eventually rot¬ 
ted the car beyond recovery; destroyed around 1977 
Mower Lumber Kitchen Car No. 417. Never operated 
on CSRR but in good condition into the 1970s. Like No 


418, rotted away and 


finally destroyed around 1977. 

Continued on back panel 


a dapol tor l»M* 76-mrnufo. t-miln walking 
if shorn flwit you don't mlnrt (jotting wot 


4 10 - Saturday 

5 10"- Mon. Wad. Thurs. Sun 


Moot on the Cass Country 
Store stops tor a 40-mmute. 
half-mile awing through the 















Disposed To Other Railroads and Sites 

(continued from inside) 

Porter 0-4-0T No. 714. H.K. Porter Co., 1950 (c/n 8234); 
built for the U.S. Federal Security Agency for operation at St. 
Elizabeth's Hospital, Washington, D.C. (No. 4); in 1958 
transferred to inventory of Department of Health, Education 
and Welfare, then (sometime between 1965 and 1967) 
moved from St. Elizabeth's to the U.S. Army Transportation 
Corps at Ft. Eustis, Va. (No. 714); came to Cass as govern¬ 
ment surplus in 10-1972; never in steam here; shipped in 
1981 to Baltimore & Ohio Railroad Museum as pari of the 
trade for Shay No. 6; reportedly being repaired for sen/ice 
around the museum yard in Baltimore. 

GM-EMD BL-2 No. 7172. Diesel-electric road switcher built 
for the Western Maryland in 1948. Donated to CSRR in 
1982; used on raillan charters on the Greenbrier in the early 
1980s; shipped to South Branch Valley R.R. via the CSX 
connection at Spruce in 1991; plans call for the unit to be 
restored and operated. 

Locomotive Scrapped 

Shay No. 6 (c/n 1907, 1907). 65-tons‘; built for Lewisburg 4 
Ronceverte R.R.; acquired by Greenbrier, Cheat 4 Elk 
(Cass) in 1913, rostered as No. 6 (2nd); sold by Mower 
Lumber Co. in 1946 to Borgman Brothers for their Premar 
Coal Co.; originally used at No. 6. Monitor No. 1 Mine, West 
End (Tunnelton), then moved to Monitor No. 4 at Austen. 
After mine's closure, the enginehouse fell in on No. 6; 
severely damage. With sale price of $1,000, examined by 
CSRR and Bear Creek Junction R.R., but passed by due to 
location and engine condition, it was reported to be 
scrapped at the mine site in the summer of 1969, with parts 
to be sold to the Graham Couunty R.R.-Bear Creek Junction 
R.R. at Robbinsville, N.C. Eventually acquired by Dave 
Corbert and moved to a loading point along the old Baltimore 
4 Ohio at Tunnelton; a coal train derailment all but destroyed 
it; finally acquired by CSRR and shipped In gondolas, arriv¬ 
ing In 1978 (last incoming equipment brought in by the C40 
before closure. Scrapped in 1980; cylinders and trucks sit on 
cars up the Greenbrier deadline spur. 


Today At Cass 

3 Active Shays 
3 Inactive Shays 
t Inactive Heisler 
I Inactive Climax 
6 Inactive Diesels 


Sources other than personal research: 
Arne Barkley. George Deike. Danny Seldomridge. 
Bud Cassell. Darren Seldomridge. John Cassell. 
Wayne Cassell. Rex Cassell, Richard Sparks, 
John KiBoron. George Fizer 


Cass Scenic 

locomoYwe Roslei 

by Philip Bagdon 

Seasonal Historian. 1996 
Cass Scenic Railroad State Park 



All photos by Philip V. Bagdon 


Active and Shopped Power 

Shay No. 2 (c/n 3320, 1928). Pacllic Coast Model - 96 
tons'; superheated; the only PC built as a wood-burner; 
logic Influenced Its conversion lo oil before operation In 
British Columbia as Mayo Lumber Co. No. 4; then Lake 
Logging Co.. Ltd. No. 5, Western Forest Industries No. 5, 
and Railway Appliance Research (Vancouver Wharfs 
Limited) No. 114; acquired In 1970; made its debul In May 
1972; grates converted for coal burning In 1984. 

Shay No. 4 (c/n 3189, 1922). 70-tons'; originally Birch 
Valley Lumber Co. No. 5, Tioga (Nicholas County); 
involved in a runaway wreck which scalded four men to 
death in 1941; rebuilt at Cherry River Boom 4 Lumber Co. 
shops in Richwood; acquired In 1943 by Mower Lumber 
Co.; It was not only the last logging Shay here but also 
the first road engine of the Cass Scenic R.R.; in 1993 a 
thorough shopping was completed. 

Continued inside 


' Factory designations. Engine weigh more in 
operating condition (coal, water, toote. etc ). 


Vision 20-September 1994 









Climu No 0 (ton ISM, 1010) 70 tons', built by Climax 
locomotor* Works. Corry, Pa. lot th» Moore-Keppel Co 
(P*n<lo^)h County) and lost us«d to pull cool on the Middo 
Folk Railroad, nmvod here (1070) in ragged shape; a now 
bo>ter found In Canada combine* with the shop lorco's long- 
running merest in tackling this project to make the future 
bnghter than might be oxpected from Its derelict appearance; 
•t everything goes well. It may be on the road In 1990. 

Shey No. 36 (c/n 2804, 1916). 70 tons'; built (or an Alabama 
logging enterprise; spent about two decades In West Virginia 
- first with Raleigh Lumber Co. (Glen Morgan), then W.M. 
Ritter Lumber Co. (Oxley and Maben); In 1942, moved by 
Ritter to New River, Tennessee where It later hauled coal as 
Brimstone Railroad No. 36 (predecessor In 1965 was 
Bnmstone 6 New River); to Tennessee Valley Railroad 
Museum In 1967. then acquired by railfan George Kadelek, 
who arranged its move here in 1987; purchased In 1994; it 
has a good boiler but because ol size and age, likely to 
remain on the dead line for some time. 

Baldwin Rod Loco No. 612 (c/n 69858, 1943). Built for the 
U.S. Army Transportation Corp and operated at Fort Eustis. 
Va. as the ‘Johnny D. Burruss' until 1971; this 2-8-0 
'Consolidation' has never run here - until the 1985 flood 
which ended Durbin Runs, It was Ideal candidate as the 
water level route's future power. 


Disposed To Other Railroads and Sites 

Shay No. 1. (c/n 1519. 1905) 65 tons; bun tor GW 
Huntley Lumber Co.. Ronceverte. the same year soto to 
Flint. Ervmg and Stoner Lumber Co.. Thomwood. then to 
North Fork Lumber Co.. Nottingham, acquired by the 
Greenbrier. Cheat & Elk in 1915 in a deal involving tie 
trade of original Cass Shay No. 1 (42-ton. two-truck 'Old 
Barney"); distinctive in its 1957 paint job (Chinese Red 
cab and tender, dark green boiler jacket); on standby at 
the time of the 1960 closure; worn wheel-flanges kept it 
out of service after use as pusher engine in 1963; con¬ 
veyed in 1980 to Baltimore & Ohio Railroad Museum as 
part of the trade for WMRy No. 6; on static cSsplay. 

Shay No. 3. 80 tons, c/n 3233, built Lima 9-26-23 for 
Hofius Steel & Equipment Co. (Lima's dealer in Seattle; 
sold to Independence Logging Co.. Independence. 
Wash., then Mount Emily Lumber Co. (No. 1). LaGrange, 
Ore.; donated to Oregon Historical Society; in 1970 
leased to CSRR for 20 years; returned in 1993; In oper¬ 
ation on the City of Prinevllle Railroad, Prineviile. Ore. 


r shopping removed It 

sow ter tor Ut ce*<aGrg seasons, reassembled, 
r tort a 1 Ksfjtt cn to* upper shop track for final 
•: X «rd tossed on 9-21 end 9-24 (first run up 

relvtoWs toast pervxkcaKy 

ft* ct Service Steam Power 
* >929 VJ tons'; one of the largest 

yw *l sy “»«*tof ot Erie. Pa .; originally served 
cto srd Owy Products o i New Bethlehem, Pa., 


Continued on back panel 


Diesel-electric Units 

No. 20. General Electric 45-ton switcher built In 1941 for the 
U.S. Navy; acquired as surplus in 1978; first ‘shop goat’; out 
of service since 1986. 

No. 34. G.E. 65-ton switcher. U.S. Navy; acquired as gov¬ 
ernment surplus, shipped from South Branch Valley R.R. in 
10-85; used for a few years as a ‘shop goat'; out of service 
since 1995. 

Nos. 16 and 17. Alco S4. Built for Baltimore & Ohio; 
acquired by South Branch Valley R.R.; shipped to Cass in 
10-85; never operated. 

Nos. 26 and 27. GM-EMD MRS-1 foreign service road 
switchers; U.S. Army Transportation Corp., Fort Eustis, Va.; 
delivered to CSRR in July 1976 with hospital cars (were 
/here three?), subsequently moved to South Branch Valley 
R.R. before the CSO closure In 1978; returned to Cass in the 
movement from SBVRR originating of 10-85. 


Locomotive (ex-U.S. Army), March 1975. 


Porter 0-4-0 


-42), SBVR 229. 


ubvrr 






(ASS MOM ROOMING IWh 
11tli Annual 


The community of Cass wlcomes you ho 
our I I fh annual homecoming celebration 
People of all ages have Joined in Ihe fun in fhe 
pasf years, and we have worked hard to con- 
hnue rhis fradlhon. 

This 'down home" good rime is sup¬ 
ported entirely by donations and the effort of all 
volunteer commiffe. Your suggestions and ocn- 
tibutitons are greatly apprecitated. 

THANKS 

We would like to thank all of the business and 
individuals for their contributions and support. 


CONTACTS & COMMENTS 
Any suggestions and ocmments can be re¬ 
ferred to any member of our ocmmittee: 
Darrell Turner - President 
Katrina Deflbaugh - Treasure 
Cathy Ribble - Secretary 
Terry Ribble Lefty Meeks 

□an Deflbaugh Wanda Halterman 


Stan Beafore 
Usa Hubbert 
Joe Warder 
Brenda Thomas 


Dave McMillion 
Gail Vanderander 
Tonya Warder 
Mary Perkins 



Printed By 

POCAHONTAS COUNTY 
TOURISM COMMISSION 
I -800-336-7009 




I lTIl ANNUAL 
CAMS HOMECOMING I IK* 


* Pagenl for Prince A rrl B ,„ 7:00n m 

Cass Fire Hall (age's 5-*) 

Prize Games Free for all ages 7:J0pm 

Community Center (Donations ezceptedj 

5 The Great Cake Walk 7:30pm 

Community Center Parking Lot or Fire House in case of n 

i Registration 

10:00am -3pm Fire House 


Start the day of fun for the young and the young at heart 
Located at the Fire Douse 

Pet Show 10:00am 

With small household deomestic pets 

Games 10:00am 

Dunking Booth, Fish Pond, Egg Toss, Egg & Spoon Relay, Water Balloons 
Shoe Race, Water melon Ealin Contest, Watermelon Seed Spitting Contest 

Bazaar 10:00am 

Fire House (set up 8:00am) 

Antique Car Show and 

Fire Truck Display 11:00am 

Fire House 

The Second Annual Cass Parade 1:00pm 

Magic Show 2:00pm 

Puppet Show (following the Magic Show) 
Community Center 

Registration Table will Continue 4:00pm-0:20pm 

Community Center 

Crowing Ceremonies of the Queen and King 5:00pm 

Community Center 

Dance Live -Music 7:00pm 

Bigger and Better 

June 28 Church with Gospel Sing 10:00am 

Cass Methodis Church 

Final Registration 11:00-12 noon 

Community Center 

Buifet Dinner 

■ Don't forger to bring your dinner ticket or you wdl be charged $5.00 








